Brief History Of
April 3, 1974, Tornado (3)

This is one of many sections that contain information, documents, letters, newspaper
articles, pictures, etc. of the St. Matthews Fire Protection District. They have been
collected and arranged in chronological order. These items were collected,
organized and entered into a computerized database by Al Ring. Last revised in
2023.

There were many people who helped with this project over the years, however 3
deserver special mention. Rick Albers, John M. Monohan, Jr. and Jack Monohan.

All graphics have been improved to make the resolution as good as possible, but the
reader should remember that many came from copies of old newspaper articles.
This also applies to other items such as documents, letters, etc. Credit to the source
of the documents, photos, etc. is provided whenever it was available. We realize that
many items are not identified and regret that we weren’t able to provide this
information. As far as the newspaper articles that are not identified, 99% of them
would have to be from one of three possible sources. The Courier-Journal, The
Louisville Times or one of the Voice publications.

Please use this information as a reference tool only. If the reader uses any of the
information for any purpose other than a reference tool, they should get permission
from the source.
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700 tornado vietims attend sessions

Debris-clearing process is explained

By DICK KAUKAS
CawrlecJournal 51ait Writer
Jefferson County officials met with

about 700 residents of three tornado.lorn
areas vesterday to explain how debris
will be cleared from their land and to
abtain releases giving contractors the
right to enter property without liability
for incidental damage.

County Judge Todd Hollenbach told
those at the three sessions at the Second
Presbyterian Church, 3701 Old Browns.
boroe Rd. that employes of Blankenship
Construction Co., Inc., had begun clean-
up work yvesterday morning in two rav-
aged areas — Indian Hills and Glenview
Manor.

Blunkenship was awarded the contracty
for work in those sections Friday after-
noon.

County Works Director Scott Gregory
said he expects contracts for all the other
damaged seciions of the county will be
let by midweek. The contract for the
Northfield area will be awarded Tuesday,
he added.

In  Louisville, meanwhile, Lawrence
Mattingly, acting works director, said that
the city awarded four contracts for re-
moval of debris on private property in
the Bardstown Road area.

Two of them went to William Cropper
Construction Co, of Prospect, low bidder
on twe parcels at $43 000 and $32500;
and two were awarded to George M. Eady
Ca, low bidder on two other parcels at
$£48 960 and $3,980.

Mattingly said the city will have con-
tractors al work in all nine parcels in the
area by tomarrow,

Both the eity and county have required
awners of damaged property to sign in-
demnity agreements, releasing con-
tractors from liability for damage they
may cause when they go on the land to
clean it up.

During the three meetings yesterday at
the church, County Atty. J, Bruce Miller
explained that the relesses are pre-
requisites to reimbursement for the work
from the federal government.

Works Director Gregory said that dur-
ing the removal process, “there are going
to be some accidents, and there is going
1o be some damage.” but he added that
the county contracts attempt to assure
that such incidents are kept to a min-
imum,

Lt. Col. Robert Grant of the county
police said that officers will continue to
patrol in damaged areas.

The county plans to hold other meet-
ings for those affected by the storm in
other sections. During each of these
meetings, the release forms will be ob
tained.

Miller said forms were signed by many

residents earlier, but these documents
were “hastily drawn” and it was decided
to get new ones from everybody in the
disaster areas,

County officials said that about 160
persons attended the first session at 11
a.m. for those from the area bounded by
I-71, Glenview Avenue, and U'S. 42, about
350 came to the 1 pm. meeting for Indian
Hills residents; and a count by a reporter
totaled 180 persons during the 3 p.m. ses-
sion for Northfield residents.

Hollenbach explained to those at the
meelings that they could not start repmir
work until they had obtained building
permits from the county, He said that the
permits are necessary because they as-
sure a4 building iz sound enough to under-
£o repair,

County gavernment has arranged to
provide a team of archMects and engi-
neers to check damaged bulldings at ne
cost, Hollenbach said, adding that those
who want this service should call the
county building snd housing department,
581-5050,
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Contractors removing debris

from tornado-damaged areas

¢ By JIM RENNEISEN

i Louisyitie Times Stafl Writer
Deébrizremoval contractors begin work
today in the storm-hit areas between Nor-
rig-Place and Bardetown Road from
Eastern Parkway to Bonnycastle Avenue.
City Works Director Lawrence W, Mat-
tingly said the three firms that were
awarded contracts Saturday for cleaning
up that section were gathering their

ent over the weekend.

said another set of contracts will

be let, haps by Wednesday, on the
areed ng Grinstead and Frankfort
w

“The city contracts call for removal of
1 . trees, root wads, bricks, fences,

¢ household articles, pavement and
campletely detached portions of dwell-

and outbulldings.

6t considered debris under the city
contracts sre: wrecked automobiles, par-
tiglly standing portions of buildings snd
homes, any damaged pertion of s home
that “is still structurally attoched, dam-
aged chimneyys still on the roof of a build-
ing and trees that have not been irrepa-
rably damaged.

The contract requires the contractor to
remgve trees and root wads if the roots
are” exposed and to fill the cavity left
with'soil

Where the root wad is not exposed, but
the tree is damaged beyond recovery, the
contractor is required to cut the tree off
at nd level but not remove the roots.

paring, under the contract, entalls

the’ pemoval of debris from all areas of a

lot from the foundation of buildings and

. outbuildings to the cenler line of the

street or alley or to the abutting property
line of the neighbor.

County Works Director Scolt 8. Greg-
ory said the removal of debris from pu
lic rights-of-way In the Glenview Manor
and: Indian sections began yester-

day.
.ﬁo said removal
probably  would
property owners signed the forms allow-
ing the crews of the contractor, Blanken-
ship- Construetion Co., Inc, to work on
their land.

Gregory said the county expects to take
bids tomorrow on debris removal in the
Northfield area and on Wodnesday for
the remsining three county areas that
werd damaged by the April 3 tornado.

Uiﬂlty work continues

Utility repairmen continued wiping up
the ets of service outages, and yes-
te the Louisville Gas & Electric Co.
(LG&E) had to deal with new power fail-
ures caused In part by high winds and
trees damaged by the tornado,

A tree limb fell across a highwvoltage

{rom private property
begi after

line near Bardstown Road and Eastern
Parkway about §:40 am. yesterday and
caused the LG&E substation at Highland
Avenue o lose power.

Homes on both sides of Bardstown
Road as far out as Roanoke Street were
without power, but enly for about five
minutes,

A tree limb also fell on a power line in
the 3600 block of Kelly Way, and a truck
backed Into a pole near Produce Road
and Jennings Lane, causing other power
losses in those areas.

Curtis Craig, LG&E vice-president of
sales and public relations, said the crews
are still restoring service, but much of
the work now depends on how rapidly
repairs are made to individual homes in
the storm-damaged arcas.

He pointed out that muny damaged
homes will need substantial repairs be-
fore they will be ready for electric ser-
vice,

Phones out in 900 homes

South Central Bell Telephone Co. re-
ported that about 900 homes were without
service, but the company was attempting
to get most of those back on the line by
tonight.

The last B00 phones, most in arcas
where the numbers begin with 88, were
mostly in the hardest-hit sections.

Cable splicers and other repairmen
were still “working around the clock” to
try to meet the deadline tonight,

U.S. Sen. Marlow W, Cook, R-Ky., has
anmounced the installation of a toll-free,
wide area telephone service (WATS) line
10 aid persons having difficuity getting
federal assistance on storm problems,

Cook said Kentuckians ecan call his of
fice from anywhere in the state by dial-
ing 1.800.202:5580 in the daytime. At
night, the line will aceept recorded mes-

sages.

Couvk said he also has dispatched his
field staff into the storm-damaged areas
to confer with city and county officals to
determine the effectiveness of federal as-
sistance,

The storm work is winding down in
some areas. The Federal Disaster Assist-
ance Administration anpounced that it
had closed the one-stop service center at
the St. Matthew's Episcopal Church on
North Hubbards Lane and iy eonsolidat-
ing its business in the one-stop center still
operating at Knights Hall at Bellarmine
College.

Eight other centers were operaling out
in the state today at Burlington, Somer-
set, Leitehfield, Greensburg, Whitley
City, Mount Vernon, Burkesville and
Lawrenceburg. Another center will be
operated at the Laure! County Courthouse
at London tomorrow.

The Salvation Army foodservice pro-
gram at the Second Preshyterian Church,
at 3701 Old Brownshoro Road, is “taper-
ing off" but still serving about 350 por-
sons a day from tho cleanup crews, ac-
carding to Maj, Wesley Mot

Trees, Ine., & nonprofit organization,

‘begin fund-raising efforis loday in

downtown Louisville for the restoration
of trees in the storm-damaged parks.

The firm opened an office at Room 308-
C, 304 W, Liberty St.atoday to accept do-
nations for the work # d to solicit volun-

teers help in the fund drive,
One of the foun of Trees, Inc,
Barksdale Roberts, a vice-president of

the First Nation k, said a formal
fund-ralsing drive bably would start
this month. i

The other founders of Trees, Inc., are
Dann C. Byek Jr., president of Byck Bros.
& Co., and Edwin H. Perry, an sttorney,
Mayor Harvey I. Sloane announced the
new group at a press conference Friday,

The group plans {o raise funds for re-
storing the trees In the badly domaged
Cherokee Park, in George Rogers Clark
Park, along the public parkways and, in
some cases, along neighborhood roads
where trees were destroyed.

One bright note from the aftermath of
the storm was the discovery of a woman,
:h‘ve and well, who had been feared miss.
ng.

The local Red Cross chaf!er had been
seeking the whereabouts of Evelyn Cook,
of 400 Rolling Lane, according to = story
:in The CourierJournal & Times yester-

ay,

The story brought a flood of reports on
Mrs. Cook and her uncle, Arthur E, Lote.

It turned out that the elderly pair had
decided to stay put in their home, which
had received only minor dlpm in the
tornado, although they were without elec
tric und telephane service.

Lotz had become il since the storm
and has been hospitalized st SS. M. &
Elizabeth Hospital. He was reported in
satisfactory condition there yesterday.
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Twister Terror: Nature Runs Wild

It is one of nature's bitter ironkes that
spring—the season of rebirth—also
brings an irresistible, destructive force
that strikes terror into the hearts of all
who have expenenced it That deadly
force is the tornado. Last week, as na-
e mn amuck, tomadoes struck with
their full fury

The storm buill stowly, ominousty.
From the Gulf of Mexico, huge masses
of warm, moust air moved northward to-
ward the center of the continent. From
the West, a threatening layer of cooler,
dner air seeped castward toward the
Appalachians, shding under the moist
air. As the two layers converged in an
uneasy mixiure, tremendous turbulence
developed. In the roiling atmosphere,
embryo funnels of spinning air formed,
dissolved and reformed s telltale sign
that the tornado scason had arrived
Weathermen issued increasingly urgent
wamnings 1 residents in "Tomado Al
fey,” that vast stretch of plains lying be-
tween the Appalachians and the Rock-
ies and sweeping from Georgm and
Alitama up o Canada. When the
storms hit in midweek, the wornado fun-
nels were twirling at 200 m p h.

From Decatur, Ala, o Windsor,
Ont., tormado winds chewed up homes
and businesses, seot cars. buses and even
freight trains spinning aloft, toppled
massive power line owers and wiped
out whole families. More than 60 twist-

For left: aerial view of devostated homes
in Xenio, Ohio; McBonald’s hamburger
tond leveled, residentiol section resembles
on avto groveyard, Below: fomily leaving
scene of destruction in Lovisville,

EDLOR PETIRARFws 100 TINE B S0 Edn Bt —aLath WTee

ers flickered out of the sky over an clev-
en-state area, claiming more than 300
lives and destroying property worth
nearly $400 million. Tt was the most dev-
astating salvo ol tornadoes o hitthe U S
since 1925, when 689 were Killed. Pres-
ient Nixon declared Alabama, Ken-
tucky, Ohio, Indiany, Georgia and Ten-
nessee disaster arcas. Vice President
Ford, afler viewing devastated portions
of Ohio from the air, called the wasting
of the lindscape “unbelievable. Houses
have been reduced 1o matchsticks "
Blew Away. The roll call of death
and destruction was staggering. Ala-
bama: 72 dead, more than S40 million
in damages. Georgia: 16 dead, neatly
$15 million. Hinois: two dead, $3 mil-
lion. Indiana: 40 dead, $100 million
Kentucky: 71 dead, $100 million. Mich-
igan: three dead, $3.5 million. North
Curoling: five dead, more than $4 mil-
lion, Ohio: 37 dead, $100 million, Ten-
nessee: 46 dead, $25 milkion. Virginia
one dead, $1 milhon. West Virginia: one
dead, $1 million. Additional thousands
of people were left homeless, hundreds
of others injured; cstimates of property
damage were certain to increase.
Among the hardest-hit regions was
northwestern Alabama, The main street
of Jasper (pop. 11,300) sustained §14
million worth of damage and was prac-
tically wiped out. The city hall was de-
molished and the stone courthouse left
closeé Lo tppling. Radio Announcer Joel
Cook of station WARE gasped 1o laten.
ers, “We can't talk to the police depart-
ment—it just blew away.” In the same
region, 19 persons were killed, most of
them from the small town of Guin. Ala
(pop. 2,200). Reported a state trooper
after the storm: “Guin just isn't there”

In Georgia's rural Dawson County,
Henry Bearden, 63, herded his wife and
sons into the kitchen at the first sign of
the storm, A tornado passed right over
the aren, leaving Bearden and his fam-
ly unscathed. But when he looked to-
ward his daughter Delores’ house next
door, “there wasn't nothin' there.” He
found his daughter and her family in a
pile of lumber that had been blown
across the read: she and her son were
dead, one of her daughters lay dying,
and her hushand Jimmy and another
daughter were seriously injured. The
center of the tornado must have passed
directly over the house of Bearden’s
daughter. Because pressure inside the
cye of & tornado is %0 low, a partial vag-
uum developed around the house and
the greater pressure inside Hierally blew

N\
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the structure apart. The raging winds
then scattered the debris.

In Brandenburg, Ky., 29 were killed,
most of them children caught playing
outside after school. Relatives and
friends at week’s end were still having
difficulty identifying some of the disfig-
ured remains. One woman spent more
than 24 hours searching for her 1%4-year-
old boy; she finally found him in one of
the plastic bags that Army volunteers
had been using to store the remains of
dead victims. Most of the town’s busi-
ness section was wiped out. Said Ken-
tucky Governor Wendell Ford after sur-
veying the damage: “I looked at it and
wanted tocry.”

In Xenia, Ohio (pop. 27,000), half
the town was demolished, 28 persons
killed and more than 585 people in-
jured. The storm cut a swatch a half-
mile wide and three miles long through
Xenia—all in five minutes. One ter-
rified elderly victim, the roof of her
small frame house completely blown
off, sat wrapped in a blanket in a rock-
ing chair hours after the holocaust.
When firemen tried to persuade her to
leave, she simply shook her head, re-
fusing to say a word.

Curling Deaths. Karen Scott, 17,
of Fort Wayne, Ind., was returning from
Towa with five companions in a Volks-
wagen bus. As the vehicle crossed a
bridge over a narrow finger of Indiana’s
Lake Freeman, a tornado funnel lifted
the bus and flung it 50 ft. into the wa-
ter. Karen managed (o escape the sink-
ing vehicle and swim to safety. The body
of one of her companions was found
when the van was finally hoisted from
the lake. The other four are still miss-
ing. When the tornadoes approached
Madison, Ind., Larry O’Connell and his
wife Beverly huddled with their four
children in a closet of their bedroom.
The only part of their shattered home
left standing after the storm had passed
was the closet. They were uninjured.

In Decatur, 1ll., a 20-minute storm
siecge plowed a path 80 yards wide
through three residential sections of the
city, killing two people and damaging
or demolishing 150 homes. Farther
north, in Windsor, Ont., contestants at
a local curling rink heard a loud bang,
then saw one wall begin to buckle. Be-
fore the storm ended, two-thirds of the
roof had been lifted off, eight people
were dead, and 20 more were injured.

In Sugar Valley, Ga., neighbors
found the home of the Goble family de-
molished and nine-year-old Randall
Goble running in circles in the back-
yard, screaming hysterically. He was
alive only because the tornado’s winds
had picked him up and carried him 200
yds. before flinging him to the ground.
Young Randall was taken to a hospital
where he cried to a nurse, “Tell me it
was a bad dream. Where’s my mommy
and daddy?”

As with hundreds of other families,
it was more than a bad dream. Ran-
dall’s parents and two sisters were found
dead in the den of their battered home.

10
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Volunteer fzremen reacted. A
quickly inwake of tornado

Ry BILLY REED
CasthwJoornal 1l Weite
Late on the aftersoon of April 3, ooly
mivutes after the turnado had leveled the
afflaent suburh of Northfield in eastern
Jofferson County, volunteer fire fighters
wore on the scene, locking through the
debris for survivers, checking the demol-
m homes for gas leaks, working to
the suun for rescus vehicles.

snd trucks. identificd
M a5 hmu from severul depsrtments

| — Harrods Creek, McMahon, Lyndon,
| Worthingten, St llntumn and mc«up
town, Bot they worked tegether quickly

effuciently, ¢ If they

J were rogularly
with such disasters.

Soon the streets were eriss-cromsed by
cobuwed of thick eanvas hoses. The red
4 yellow holmots of the fire fightess

&:’m nmong Mruhn In the twling twi.

“Haoy, somobody tnppad over here!"

At the cry, the (iremen dropped their
hoses and dashed toward a demaolished
bame. For a few frantie moments, they

dug and poked among the ruing, fooking The

for same sign of Buman lLfe.
It turned out 1o be & false wlarm No-

RN SR
Commentary

body was trapped. But the point was,
somebody could have boen, and the volun-
teer firemwen were theen,

"I've never been so proud (n my life”
sty Al Ring & fillmgstation operstor

whio alse 15 & St. Matthews valunfeer fire-
man aal president of Firelightors, Inc,

an of county Eire mhtera
“Nang, of us hwd evey been inyolved
In a4 u er of that nature, o we feel

1hat w ve did was a miracolous fout
M, the fact, that we pot
there so Ooe of oar mon put it best
when he PATRE they cTawied out
of their howses, they saw a fire fighter” "~

.

Liks u Jat of other people, the mhm
teer ﬂnm did & marvelous job in
minutes and bours just aftor the lo:mdo
strack. Of the 22 departments andd estimat.
ed 800 teer firemen in the county,
ﬁu.\mnﬁmt Mmm:c‘m on the

Chat nighl, ing to

Understandably proud, the Bremen

— 0f 81 lesst 2 henluny number of thym

disappointed that they didn't got
recognition through the media
Fridsy, at & mecting of Fire-
, Inc, ot Harmds Creek, the
an Fire Protection Distriet civew.
# letter calling sttestion to “tho
dy trestment given 1o the volundeer
en and to the Loclwme Fire De.
ent by the news medis and ceriain
officials of Jefforson Cpunty.”
‘W Jot of us wandnﬂanhy wo weron't

L ed more in the " maid Ring,
"uod we finally figuced that wo were
in %o quick — withim 10 minutes in
SOME Ta8es tha! we weee alreads

g doun end feavilg (Be weed by

br

thatime the media ot . Also, mpst
of gur work wa; dony ‘L“ M‘n!

altee the tornado atru of con-
tm‘rﬁls for days, t ¢

Volunteer firemen are accustomed (o
doing a lot of good work far little or no
return. Most are men whose main line of
business is elsewhere, They are plumbers,
electricians, bankers, businessmen. EX-
cept for a few professionals, none receive
any financial reward for the time —
sometimes 10 hours a week or more —
they spend as volunteer firemen,

Al best, it's a thankless job, so why
bother? Why do men spend time at the
firehouse instead of bowling or watching
TV or something like that?

“A variety of reasons" says Al Ring.
“First, there's the very strong fellowship,
Some people belong 1o country clubs,
others become volunteer firemen. Sec-
ond, there's the small element of helping
the community, although 1I'm not going to

' tell you that's the only reason we do it

“In & lot of cases, I think there's a
sense of ndventure and challenge in-
volved. 1 know that's why I do it, Am I
good enough? Can 1 meet nature's chal-
lenge? Those are questions we ask our-
selves.”

Most volunteer firemen train about
four hours a week, besides participating
in community projects — such as helping
colleet money during charity crusades.
And, of course, there are fires to be
fought and false alarms 10 be run down.

*Some take only 30 minutes but others
take 2ight or nine hours,” says Al Ring.
See VOLUNTEERS

Page 3, col. 4, this section

A Jeffersontown volunteer fireman
wilked through the rubble that was
Northfield after the April 3 tornado
ripped through the community.

Siaff Phote by Larry Spitter
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Yolunteers
were quick

and efficient

Continued From Page D 1

“There’s no telling how much time some
of these guys put in.”
L

On the night of the tornado, volunteer
firemen worked primarily in the Camp
Taylor area, St. Matthews and Northfield,
alongside the county police and rescue
workers from the Ohio Valley Rescue
Squad (who also were dragging the Ohio
River at Brandenburg for possible vic-
tims of the storm there,)

“Our first and foremost duty was
search and rescue,” said Al Ring. “Our
instructions were to get in and search
every single house for people injured,
trapped or dead. That had priority over
everything,

“Second was to turn off gas leaks to
prevent fires. About an hour after we
were into Northfield, we found out there
was no water, so we had to call in tanker

rucks just in case. There was a tremen-
of gas leaks, so we had to

be__cxtremely "‘cmﬁmmw
hnm all the

“Qur thwdjub_itas gniting the roads | -

re lruces w

cet hack into the streets. And*

&

gnt them open, we positioned trucks on |
each street so they were right there in |

case of fire.”

}

LSBT VR AAAWe ]

Fortunately, there were virtually no |
fires, so Ring had no stories of firemen |
rushing into burning.shomes to save lives. ‘
Bul this doesn't samean there were no
heroes: Consk apt. James H. Murphy, !
for example. p

A fireman for 16 vears, Murphy works
for Snorkel Co. No. 2, Louisville Fire
Department. But on his off days, he works
for Harrods Creek. One of his off days
hapoened to fall on April 3. ‘

“Within 10 minutes, he had set up a
command post and begun to direct the
entire operation in the Northfield area,”
said Ring. “He had never done anything
like this, but he did an absolutely beauti-
ful job. Spectacular. When he was |
through, the other firemen applauded |
him.”

Murphy's command post was at the
junction of Lime Kiln Lane and U.S. 42,
He set it up at 5:05 p.m.—just moments |
after the tornado hit—and ran it until 9
that night. !

“I'm not looking for any glory,” said
Murphy. “Give it to the volunteers. They
did such a tremendous job it's a shame
they didn't get more credit. Ask the peo- |
ple in Northfield. They'll tell you the
story.” '

Ring said the volunteer firemen cur-
rently are assessing what they did, both
good and bad, on that night.

“We've formed a committee and we're
gonna make a complete booklet,” he said.
“Not to say that we did a bad job, be-
cause we didn’t, but maybe there were
some things we could have done faster |
or better. We hope to be better than we
were if something of this nature happens
again.”
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Putting the pieces together

Bulldozers begin clearing debris

By Mary Bridgmen
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fuswnhutne 1= Hupting Creed,

Hut Blaskessteln kaips 4 smile vo
Jis fgcw o B rommages throceh (e
plles of detric: looking for anything
that might be walvegensde,

“Tom ontl way o think abhont this i
1o tink postidoaly, ™ he sadd, Me added
PRt Theit's avers lodlextion vl al-
Mo verybnly bare Is guing e
redbul)d,

Awh ien the Toad, ol 2900 Mantye
¥ ur was Aryleg to sale
vage and ' anyiMng thal stight bte
used 4o i, awl teytng 1o Jocute
vt PRrAgusl Wroeoenlem,

Taghor ‘s sot Sheetar aod seversl of
Hx frivedn seraged ramast off brioby
aod ptacked theip, :

I Taylors Bive remied 2 house
for (s tmsa befng, Thetr buldsee fald
e 4wl be alx manthe 2ace de
Zuts started fafore (hay windd ber bick
wh Stiseye, Me cogld ot shy wten he
wonhd D i Lo wary I

Carl ¥

Indian Hills

I Oelian 10its, Foyeiu wod Sy Bay,
& Bdles BRI Trull, drv o walling w
by v the comny 1nagey tnr s abou
Berw v by LA e Ltk s 2t gu Sl dn,

Norw the vornanobis, of biast STeolune

foors have pome’ T lelp thow, Mey

ER10 N

S1att phote by Mary Redgman

ANGIE OOTI'SCMLK 21 Glenwood Road, watches
employess of the Blanksaship Construction Company
pick up the debeis left by the Aprid 3 tornado at her home,

“Milton Hafeer and Ms sop Job chte
trom Kanwtod TN e & Brand sew
pledup trock sod begged 10 Baln ¥ be
fald, "Wy didn't Boow them, they
o't know os We'll prrbAbly tret
st thean agaln,”’

Mry, Ray Jooked duwn at hor fropmt
yard, TRy Rad edepred gart of it
eariier, and Ay JUWw »wow Brewi grase,
A Teel more ot pusoe auw, just seelag

ol Midke clearnd atex,” shy wald,
i Jochs Jike simpebesty cuubd e
o 1Lt

Rolling Fields

b Tolliag Fielts, Moostio Acras re-
sdutt CRarion Retsart wun volugieer .
Ing Bin tine aad & Bitie olbow v
16 Dok Lowch, 415 Rotlisg Lanv,
W et workod as & yolhueer o Tig
A1l feead the wonhund taday,
1w wanted B Selp M e duid,
s Coott Feldap, 1w fwtonate.

hat Gt ;uu( e, t 1 help
fometes “tm w‘
rrea o Ot pepls who ’Ian mrr-
tring." ’

Crescont Hilt
In.Cvesennt HLL Dy, flebort Hendon's
soog were pofting 3 glavtle suverka

over Helr taihor’s |14eyear-obd home,
Threoe menths ago, Hendsy had wp-
Watad his Insurance poliny {or oy
wialtings. within the Souse, I was v go
inle aflsel Aprid 30,

SY0u Jook wt Moot wight sad I Jopks
dand.’" wsid U yuunger Duvid Hane
don, Yoo bupe 'y ust In the State
of toma and can e Brimght cut™



Dear Editor:
1 am very happy to see the
news media relaying much jus-
tiffed thanks to those or-
ganizations that did such good
work during the recent tornado;
however, 1 believe that one very
important organization was
taken for granted as [ have seen
no mention in any of the media
abour them, This organization is
comprised of the volunteer fire
departments  of Jefferson
County,

No one mentioned the fine job
that Capt, Murphy of the Harrods
Creek Fire Department did in
setting up his command post
and direcring the rescue and
fire fighting operartions in an
orderly manner,

Capt, Murphy did an excellent
job in uniting eight volunteer
fire departments to method-
ically search for survivors,
render first aid, and give im-
mediate fire protection for an
area full of broken natural gas
lines and fallen high voltage
wires, No one was aware that
of main concern to the girea

April 18, 1974, The Voice:

Praise for volunteers

was shutting off the gas meters
into individual homes to pre-
vent the already damaged struc-
tures from receiving further
damage due to explosion and
fire.

Even the police in their fine
efforts did not have as many
men on the immediate scene
as quickly as did the volunteer
fire departments in this time of
crisis,

I believe the people of this
county should be proud of efforts
put forth by these fine depart-
ments: Eastweod, Harrods
Creek, Lyndon, McMahan, Mid-
dletown, St, Matthews, Wor-
thington, and Jeffersontown,

Lt. Jim French

Adminis, Asst, to the Chief
Jeffersontown Fire Protection
District

Editor's note: A substantial storyon
page 5 of the April 11 Voice-Jefferson-
ian told of the work of the volunteers
and specifically mentioned Captain
James Murphy's role.




| w=-Some news media (with the specific
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Firefighters burn pg"b_lice, media, Duf

exception of The Volce-Jeffersonlan)
who the firemen sald ignored the swift

. and effective work dooe by the volun-

teers,”
While much of the criticiam Friday
night came In strongly-worded state-

‘ments, by this “gome; of those
mtnnnﬁwﬁh‘;m

making 1t clear they want to avoid
hard feelings botween firemen and other
affictals, 2 -

The meeting took place at the Harrods
Creek fire station on Upper River Road

and attracted gver 100 members of

ing, Incl represon-

. Firefighters, wding
tatives of most of the county's 20 fire

departments, < oo
The main action taken by the group was

an

ey,

baumoﬂuammmmtdlwl.dnt % ’.f k fire

study committee o review all aspects | Rin|

of the firefighters' response to the
tornado and prepare a series of reo

gency service, ot

Al Ring, a St, Matthews fire lleutenant
who 15 president of the group, sald he
expects the committes to focus

Ring sald he beileves the eomnuthq:
could consider such changes as:

-- more radio bands for use by the .
volunteers, One just iso't w":‘u

-- better truck aumbering, to uoldl
confuston when the trucks of many
volunteer companies are betng |
deployed, many of them with identical |
numbers, s ]

-« color coding for hats of differeat
fire departments, This would make
identification easter,

-~ more equipment for disaster sit-
uations, such as gonerators, chaln
saws, and 50 on, Bl

The firefighters gave a standing
ovation to Harrods Creek Capt, James
Murphy, for his work Iln establishing
a command post of the flremen and
directing rescue work in the North-
field-Glenview Munor area, \

Murphy, who is also a professional
fireman with the Loutsville department,
volced the strongest criticism of the
county police when he sald he wanted
0 evacuate the most seriously dGamaged |
areas of Northtleld, He sald police
refused to helpand would not cooperats,

Murphy sald there were many brohf‘
gas lines and the <danger of fire
was oo great” to allow people to re-.
main in the ares, %

»

c 1.“- ., v. .- .- - .‘.".
_.f-—-r.q:u- o~ t-“"":
. A, :u t:* 14 l‘::
wild Murphy ot ¥ : v

te “:L: &, g

L1, Wil 44 ook 4308 op, Tockar

Mirphy also bold the fremen b bad
e e
- R
L e e, e o

X X
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Along the
path of
devastation

A composita phatograph by
waff phatagropher Jomes N
Koon presents o ponerama of
the comgplete destruction
inflicted by the Aprd 3
tersade that sheed thisugh
Jeltersen Caunty. The view o
from 1he roof of Dunn
Elemaniary Schoel, 4799
Brownibera Road, whers
wockers at laft repaired
domoge ufrer the storm. The
sprond ef splimternd homes in
the distance m in the 6th-closs
city of Northfaeld, on the other
wde of Interstate 77,
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Storm problem

Funds for 75 sirens
sought, forum is told

By LES WHITELEY
Lovuisville Times Staff Writer

Louisville and Jefferson County gov-
ernments will be asked to appropriate
funds for 75 new Civil Defense sirens
within a few weeks, a Civil Defense offi-
cial said yesterday.

Speaking at a forum to assess the com-
munity’s response to the April 3 tornado,
Elden E. DuRand, acting director of the
city-county Office of Civil Defense, sa'd
the community needs a minimum of 75
new sirens to provide an ample warning
system to all of Jefferson County.

DuRand acknowledged that some areas
struck by the tornado were not within the
range of any of the present 38 sirens.

He said a national Civil Defense offi-
cial is due in Louisville today to review
the county’'s emergency notification
needs, and that he will recommend the
additional 75 sirens.

The sirens would cost approximately
$300,000, DuRand said, with the federal
government paying about half the cost.
The remainder would have to come from
local government.

“We plan to ask the Fiscal Court and
Board of Aldermen for those funds either
ne_:ét Tuesday or the week after that,” he
said.

Yesterday's forum, attended by 25 to 30
persons from hospitals, police and fire
departments and other agencies involved
in emergency response to disasters, was
sponsored by MEDICS (Medical Emer-
gency District Inter-County Services), a
group attempting to organize emergency
services for a 17-county area in Kentucky
and Southern Indiana.

Most of the speakers were com-
plimentary of various agencies’ responses
to the disaster, but nearly all cited the
lack of a central communications clear-
inghouse as a major problem immediately
following the tornado.

Kathy Mershon, director of nursing at
St. Joseph Infirmary, said the hospital
was not able to get accurate information
about the severity of the storm.

Most of our information came from
“frenzied policemen” as they brought in
vietims and “from commercial radio and
television,” she said. “But we never had
good accurate information as to the se-
verity of the tornado.”

Officials from hospitals in Clark and
Floyd counties in Indiana said they were
also unable to obtain information about
Louisville's situation.

Others mentioned problems of not
knowing where to send emergency medi-
cal personnel and with letting disaster
victims know where these personnel
were.

At the end of the meeting, MEDICS
president Dr. Robert Levy appointed
three of the persons to head a task force
“to study the actions taken during the
disaster and to suggest improvements.”

Named to head the study group were
Franklin Yudkin, an attorney; Jo Wilson,
coordinator of the data processing for the
Louisville-area Family Planning Council,
and Jack VonderHaar, coordinator of
MAST (Military Assistance to Safety and
Traffic).

The task force hopes to complete its
assessment by the end of May.
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Volunteer firemen were on storm call

By DAVID COOPER
Caurier-Journal $talf Writer
Harold Adkins, a boat salesman, was
driving home about 5 p.m. on April 3,
when he heard over a radio in his car
that a woman was trapped inside her
house by a fallen tree,

Adkins immediately assumed his role
as chief of the Camp Taylor Volunteer
Fire Department and rushed to the 6th-
class city of Audubon Park, an area af-
fected by the tornado.

Adkins sald that when he arrived the
woman had been freed by firemen and
was unharmed. A tree, knocked down by
the tornado, had fallen on the house and
jammed the bathroom door, trapping her
inside, he said.

But Adkins said this was just the hegin-
ning of the post-storm work for his and
11 other volunteer fire departments in
Jefferson County, as they cleared fallen
trees and debris from roads, checked

houses for gas leaks and searched for
fallen power lines.

Adkins said that the Black Mudd, Bue-
chel, Dixie Suburbhan, Edgewood, Fair-
dale, Fern Creek, High View, Lake
Dreamland, Okolona, Pleasure Ridge
Park and South Dixie volunteer fire de-
partmentis all sent men and equipment to
assist in clean-up operations.

“Buechel and Lake Dreamland served
as a back-up group to make fire runs,
"’".‘:"' we were cleaning up the roads” he
said.

And some of the fire station wagons
were converted info temporary ambu-
lances for hospital runs, said Adkins, who
added that the only injury to the workers
was lo a wrecker driver who received a
cut over his eye from a tree limb,

The workers had to evacuate the area
around 8 p.m. after a second tornado
alert was issued, but they returned as
soon as it was lifted, he said,

None of these men receive pay for

their work; most of them hold other full-
time jobs while they donate their spare
time to serve as volunteer firemen.

While the men worked, the wives of
the Camp Taylor Department prepared
food and drinks, Adkins said, and one of
the women operated the radio at the fire
station.

The men worked into the night One of
their tasks was to cover the Audubon
Baptist Church's half-destroyed roof to
prevent further damage, said Adkins.

The firemen finished their work in the
area early the next day. “We sent our last
units home at about 3:30 the next morn-
Ing,” said Adkins.
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Police, residents find new respect

By Roger Auge
Statf Writor

Hetors e Aprll 3 torsado struck

off Rlank ker Road, Police

| officsr Howard Nethery thought the

people who Jive there were aloof, mayte
oven snotty,

A few of them told him last week
ey had thought e was 2 strange breded
of man, different from “reguldr, normal
peopie,” Some of them said they were
not really surs what they thoaght e was,
but they were sed to find a police -~
man is just lke them, he said,

Patroiman William Stovall, of Fern
Creek, @14 not kpow what o expect
when be parked his patrol caratltme-
wood Circle sod Lime Klin Lane that
night,

Hut whea he loft his post for the last
time Easter Sunday and réturned to
duty in central Jefferson Coumty, he
folt ltke part of the neightorbood,

Slx-and-a-tnlf-year pld Julle Johns-
ton, a duughter of Mr, and Mrs, William
¥, Johaston, of 6317 Li o004 Cirele,
had a lot to do with it, Exster Suwday,
sho gave o Pollceman BHUL* two toy
¢gEs, Inside one was a note: «Police-
maa Btil, we love you, ¥.5, one egg
158 for you and one is for the chief of
wuc..n

County Police Clilel Russeli McDanlel

Is keeping the egg and the note for a
scrapbook,

Until  last week, about 300 of the
county's 404-man force were on duty at

Stories suchas Nethery's and Stovali's
are ezamples of & Jove efiuir that
seems 1o have developetd Letweon tho
police and the residents whose homaes
were dutdaged,

] have to say T was surprised that
they ware just yeal nice, " Nothar'y sidd,
“Usunlly we don't dea] with people ke
that, When wse do, they are mad**

But during his period of security duty
at the checkpoint, Nethery got to know
some of the res{dénts oo a fGirst name
hasis, Ono woman brought him home-
bitked cookies every day, Another man
droppdd off a cup of colter every
morning

Nethery received six boxes of candy
and a4 couple of cakes from residents,
Fragquently, chlldren stopped to offer
faoit,

1 never bad to go apywhers to get
anything 1o eat," Nethery sald,

Public relations

Stovall salt the close contact twtwesn
police and people probably gave
everyone a whole lot better owllook,
Such ciose contact for such & long
time gavwe us Ume to get to keow
each other,

“Where before, when they saw a
policeman 1o a car, they'd think «Om,
I've got to slow down,” | think they

thought we wers differsat s regular,
normal people,

vHut wheo they talked o us, they
found there 15 really pothing atfferent
oxcept our line of work, We're just
ordipary people, We like the sams
tiings they do,”* Nethery =aid,

Different jobs

His job s differest from that of the
typical East End husinessman, On April
3, Netery was on duty when the torasco
struck sbout 4:30 pm, He bad worked
all day, Yie was assigned to & roving
pollce car and found himself chasing
some suspected looters wilh Natlons?

Guardsmen near Pennsy! vania Avene
ahoat midniht, N

Tt wis pot until then he ledrned his
parents' home al 200 Pescsylvania
Avenue had been hit,

Avoat 3:30 Thursday morning, Nethery
was with the group of rescue workers
that uncovered fhe-body of Mrs,Bernice
Orr under the Kitchen will of berhome
on Kpollwood Head In Indlan Hills,

His last day on security assignment
was Sunday, April 2], On Monday, April
22, [Disaster Distrigt, which had
operiated 19 days around the clock, was
dissalved, For the mos! part, ocounty
police bive returned 19 pormal assign.
ments,

Bids received

fér demolition

Know we're here to hely, not just in
a disaster, but any time,” suid Stavall,
1t (the tornado) makes a big differ-
#nce In the relationship we nave with
plo," Nethery said, S0 many

oue time or fn the t do-
ravaged areas of Rolling Flelds, lndian

stopped to tell foe they really hadyt
#¥er looked at &  policeman, They

Hills and Northtield,

Northfield’s gratitude

The board of trustees of the Citv
Narthfield has adopted the following res
o!uw:ln:

"Whereas the city of Northfield w
struck by a severe tornmado late in :I::
afternoon of April 3, 1974, leaving the
city almost completely paralvzed with
utility wires down, streets impassable

Northfield in ruins
« « « after the tornado

with parts of trees and buildings strewn
over the area, it appeared to be almost
total destruction. Fortunately, only minor
physical harm was experienced, but many
of our residents experienced great prop.
erty damage and, in some instances, al.
most total loss, and

"Whereas in a matter of minutes the
county police and other government ser-
vices were in action, the National Guard
was activated, most of the voluntieer sor-
vice agencies such as the Red Cross and
the Salvation Army appeared on the
scene, many business concerns with
heavy.cqummem and individual volun-
teers joined hands with the citizens of
Northfield in helping to preserve and
protect what had been left. This type of
help and understanding cooperation in
time of need makes one feel proud to be
& resident of the area and therefore be

“Resolved that the members of the
Board of Trustees of the City of North-
field express, in hehalf of ali the resi-
dents, our sincere appreclation to the
tounty police, the National Guard, and
all others who joined with us in provid-
N us protection and help in bringing
dack some semblance of normaley to our
City, We shall always be grateful.”

~ CARL A. YENTSCH
Chairman, Board of Trustees
City of Northficld

2002 Northfield Dr,, Louisville

of 81 houses

-

Th city of Louisville has received hids
totallng $B4.791 for demolition of 81
hous@s considered beyond repair in tor-
nadoamaged areas of the eity,

Rq¥ J. Reynolds, administrative hear-
ings supervisor for the city Department
of Bfilding and Housing Inspection who
handded the bids, said it probably would
be 4 week before any demolition con.
tracts are signed. Property owners must
sign agreements for the city to do the
work, he said.

Most of the buildings to be removed
are in the Creseent Hill area, Reynoids
saad

The city previously awarded contracts
totaling $816.527 for removal of debris

from private property damiged in the
tornado

The foderal government will reimburse
the city for the rost under the federal

disaster assistance program

In # related matter Friday, citv.county |
Purchasing Direetor Henry Dosker re.
cerved a high bid of $26.277 for the pur
chase of 87 walnut trees blown down in
Cherokee Park during the tornado. The
hid was submitted by Baker Trading Co,
Lexington, Ky

Two other bids were received, the low-
est being $15.866

Dosker said Baker Trading hax 21 days
to remove the trees from the park |

Trees that were uprooted or severely
damaged in the Cherokee section of In-
dian Hills will be cleared out beginning
this week. according to a spokesman {or
the sixth-class eity. The Hardin Trucking
& Wrecking Co. was awarded the contract
by Jefferson County on a low bid of
$51.600
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LOUISVILLE GAS AND FLECTRIC COMPANY

%’ Light - Heat Power

slarmetic wr Cuttamery

':-7!477 = LIOHY . MEAT . . TOWER o - _ May 1974
CHEROKEE PARK . . . DEVASTATION @

Sioce IMC

MAY, V974 Cerle HOURS, & AM s 3 P M, Mandoy Wiy Fridoy
YOL XXX, NO. & OfFCE: 1) Wl Chmaleut Shuet  Tolephaen SE2 3501

TORNADO AFTERMATH . . . IN MEMORIAN
Dedicated To Those Who Lost Life, Loved Ones,
Property And Treasures And To Bravery, Heart,
Hope And Spirit With Will To Carry Fonnrd

From iy Uiy Dess, 11 ~
"I think that | shall nevar see, & poem as lovely as a tree . . . Pooms are Phuto by BUy DaAs. 11
made by fools like me, but only God can make & tree” — Joyce Kilmar GRINSTEAD DRIVE NEAR CHEROKEE PARK

Tioes
oo (Arrow, Crescent Hill Woman's Club)
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BRANDENBURG . .. BEFORE TORNADO

Poge 4 L UGHT . WeAr . pOwEs My, 1974

Moy, W74 ucm.‘..mv mn Toge 5

BRANDENBURG ... AFTER TORNADO

Cowtery ol The Lowhvibe Times

Brandenburg, county seat of Meade County lying some 44 miles
scuthwest of Loussville, was one of the hardest hit areas In Kentucky by the
tornado. At fast count, Brandenburg — 4 city of same 1,650 population —
tolled 31 persons dead. Virtually every home and building in the path af the
tomado was shredded or levoled.

The tormado that swept through Brandenburg had o wind velocity of
about 260 miles an hour, acoording to meteorclogists. By comparison, the
hurricane that struck Miami, Fla,, in 1927, sweeping automobiles into the
bay and ocean, had & recorded wind velocity of 175 mites an hour when the
wind gauge was broken,

In the aerial photograph (above nght), the day after the tornado struck
Brandenburg, the devastation clearly i5 shown

Brandenbury was settled by Colonel Solomon Brandenburg. Mesde
County was formed in 1824, and Brandenburg was incorporated as a city
on March 23, 1872. Brandenburg’s citizens, who 108t loved anes, homes

Motz sy Bty Daek, 11

and belongings, have vowed to rebulld the city. In 1937, after the groat
Ohio River flood disaster, Brandenburg had 1o rebuild & substantial part
of the city

At least five of the 16 countles in LGAE's service area, including Meade,
suffered tamado damage. There were 19 separate tornadoes touching down
in Kentucky, causing a total of 73 deaths at last count, Incluting the 31 in
Brandenburg. Property damage in Kentucky has been estimated to exceed
$85 million, and 29 counties have been declared disaster areas eligible far
Federal Dizaster roliel tunds. Fortunately, nit a single fatality in our service
ares was attributed to lallen electric lines or gas loakage,

LGRE cxtends its deepest condolences 10 the valiant people of Bran-
denburg and will be working with the community in rebuilding our utility
system. The tragedy of the tornado, however horritying s conssquences.
has not defeated or dulled the pride, faith, hape end determination of the
people of Brandenbufi, or that of other communities in Kentucky where
damage was wrought
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My, 1974

LGE&E TROUBLE CREWS WORKED "“36-HOUR DAYS'

My, 1974 IlQN! . M!AY ... rower

DAMAGE TO LGRE SYSTEM IS EXTENSIVE

Foge 7

tastan® wroact of the torvade, our dedhcated wlectic and gas Yechle crewy
l‘:b‘ll':ﬂv:ld warked “36-bour Gays” % clear liees ud. lm"mwm;“'m‘
¥ wated . for servke to comm ab again,

oniead Tttty Wochad oit. Swel traassissine trners whre twivied and crumpled, diskutns
poies ware splistered of shatteced, lines srd othes allied equipmant were wnasded Damage to LGRES
e Wiy exbeasie.
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Rt Pastn By WA Dnnas

Any old transport after a storm

1oers’ holp, the course was oastored enaug
100 players. Normally, there weuld have been about 150

Goll curts doubled as week yuhiclos in the cleaoup af the Crescont Hill h to meoges yesterday foe wbout
Golf Conree that last week's tormacio tore up anid littered, With volun



May 5, 1974, The Courier-Journal:

Shett Phsty By Martin B Baer

Bill Drake normally spends his workdays in an of dian Hills area. The concrete post at left was the
fice, bot the tarnedo damege han ent { hum to takes foundation of a tower that held the cables that ran
up & pair of cutters 1o help restore power in the In- from towers in the background

sl Peate Sy KA Wilhenn

Ken Eiless was one of a crew liyving plastic pipe fart Avenve, Last week's tomnado destroyed {esder
yesterday to carty telepbone cabde aloog Frank- cable, cutting off phoue service in the aren
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The tornado tore through Louisville in less than a minute
on April 3rd with o stoggering loss of life and property. It will
take months to completely rebuild our devastated areas and years
to regrow our fallen trees.

As a major insurer of homes ond businesses, Fireman's
Fund American’s primary role in rebuilding is the prompt, fair and
profess settle of.claums. Within72.hours from the time the
tornado struck, eighteenighly-trained storm specighsis—
appraisers and adjusters— were flown in from our other offices
around the United States to ougment the efforts of the eighty-one
people in our Louisville Branch Office. A special claims assistance
team was also assembled to aid in the handling of the increosed
poper work.

Within two weeks 97% of all losses reported to the
company hod been inspected and appraised. Over 75% of all
losses have now been paid Remaining losses are being adjusted as
quickly as possible based upon availability of replacement items
and repair facilities.

Like other insurance companies, we were assisted by
many people who reacted courageously and unselfishly.

Firemans Fund would like to salute the County and City
Police and Fire Departments, the public utility companies, the
American Red Cross, school authorities, the Civil Defense workers,
and all the members of the Louisville community who pitched in to
make the best of o horrible situation. We are proud to be
a part of this community, and we are proud to be
properly insuring a growing Louisville,

Floyd White
Resident Vice President
Firemans Fund American Insurance Companies
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How an airborne traffic tracker kept
a city informed when he found himself
keeping company with a tornado

By HOWARD ROSENBERG

10 THE COURER JOURMAL A TIMES MAGAZNE

: Dick Gila{_rt and

r T o R
*r“fu'—-'

e

1974, Dick Gilbert s in his camp-

e truck, pulling away from his
tidy, two-story bome in Louwisville
In about 20 minutes he will be at
Hap's Airport in Soathern Indiana,
five miles north of the Ohlo River

Gilbert, a redhead with a good-
HOWARD ROSENSBERG « odia ond mbswsan
it S The Lassawile Times

I'l IS THE MORNING of Apnil 3,

sured mustache and a large dimple
on his chin, has been airborne traffic
reporter for WHAS Radio in Louis-
ville since 1970, He 15 fond of recall-
ing to friends how, after being away
from his native Louisville for 28
years, he walked into the office of
the station's manager, Hugh Barr,
asked 1o become the station's traffic
tracker, und was hired almost on the
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the unfriendly sky

spot. He is experienced. He has been
flying for most of his 49 years.

At Hap's Airport, Gilbert and
Jack Poe, part owner of the firm
from which WHAS leases its heli-
copter, push the two-seater from
the hangar. Gilbert climbs aboard,
deposits his thermos of coffee and
transistor and puts on his dual head-
set, which puts him in commu-

nication with WHAS as well as
Standiford and Bowman Fields.

At 7 a.m., after a preflight check,
Gilbert pushes the stick and feels the
helicopter lift off the ground. In 30
seconds, he is at 700 feet, cruising at
70 miles an hour. It appears to vet-
cran pilot Gilbert, as he surveys
Louisville far below, that he is begin-
ning a routine day of traffic tracking

Wheeler

Mrs. William Pederson
spends the morning shopping for her
husband's birthday and addressing
invitations for their Kentucky Derby
party. Mrs. Wheeler has fond mem-

ories of Dick Gilbert. They had met
when they were both 15 years old
and had frequenily double-dated in
their youth. Although Mrs. Wheeler
hasn't seen or talked to Gilbert in
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Photographed
by RICHARD NUGENT

many years, she occasionally hears
him on the radio. And on these oc-
casions it always occurs to her that,
even after all these years, her old
[friend hasn’t lost his fine speaking
voice.

Gilbert’s morning shifts run from
7:10 to 8:40 or 8:45 and his after-
noon shifts run from 4:08 to 5:35 or
5:40. In between, his time is his
own, and Gilbert, a widower, uses it
this morning to fix his refrigerator.
He likes fixing things. After lunch,
he plays his concert organ for a
while and takes a nap. When he
awakes at 3 pm. his daughter,
Candy, 14, has returned from
school.

An hour later, Gilbert is in the
copter again, heading south toward
Louisville, checking the major high-
ways in Southern Indiana along the
way. Traffic is light. Wednesday is
always the lightest day of the week.
The overcast sky is of little concern
to him. He will be flying well below
the clouds.

Gilbert hears the severe weather
bulletin read by Ray Shelton on
WHAS at 402 p.m., alerting the
Louisville area to a possible tornado.
He doesn't take it seriously. How
can he when it has been — how
many years? — since a tornado has
touched down in Louisville? Like so
many others, Gilbert has what he
likes to call the hometown philoso-
phy. “We'll never have a tornado in
Louisville,” he had told Candy when
they moved to Louisville, But the
warning has to go on the air. Feder-
al authorities require this as a condi-
tion for allowing WHAS to broad-
cast at 50,000 watts clear channel. It
i$ routine,

*“Just stay tuned,” Gilbert says
during his first traffic report at 4:10
p.m., “and you'll know what’s com-
ing. You'll hear me playing crib-
bage.” No harm in joking about the
impossible.

But glancing toward Fort Knox,

Continued

Dick Gilbert

Gilbert sees flashes of lightning in a
sky turning from gray to purple. As
a precaution, he alters his course,
deciding to forego, for the time
being, his usual cruise over South-
west Louisville and to work his way
eastward instead. It is a move he has
made many times before. A routine
precaution.

When it comes to cooperating
with the press, John Burke has a
good reputation. A friendly man,
Burke is chief meteorologist for the
U.S. Weather Service in Louisville.
When pressed on the air to pinpoint
the likely path of a tornado south of
the Ohio River, Burke is reluciant 10
be specific. “"Bur 1 feel sure,” he
adds, '‘she's going 1o blow right
across the county.”

Gilbert is not the sort to panic.
After enlisting in the Army Air
Corps in 1942 he had flown 31 mis-
sions as a bombardier. His B-26
Marauder was shot down over Kob-
lenz, Germany, on Feb. 24, [945,
and he was interned at Nuernberg
and Munich until liberated in April
1945. After a brief stint as a civilian,
he. returned to active duty in 1948
and earned his wings, becoming a
fighter-pilot instructor. In 1951 he
wenl to helicopter school and he
eventually became one of three cop-
ter pilots assigned to the H-bomb
test site at Eniwetok in the Marshall
Islands. Since leaving the Air Force
in 1953 as a captain, he had worked
almost exclusively as a commercial
helicopter pilot, tracking traffic in
such cities as Chicago and New
York.

Dick Gilbert is a pro. He glances
around and sees that his is the only
aircraft in the sky.

At 3:30 pm. Mrs. Peyton Ray
Jr., glancing from her home in the
Indian Hills suburb of Louisville,
had noticed how threatening the sky
looked. “If it storms be sure to
come home,” she had warned her 9-
vear-old son, Peyton 1ll, when he
left with a friend, Ben Cartwright, to
sell Scout-a-rama tickets. Her
youngest son, Richard, 5, was play-
ing at the home of a friend.

Now it is almost 4:30 and Mrs.
Ray, listening to the radio. is be-

Continued

coming increasingly apprehensive.
She calls the mother of Richard s
Jriend and tells her she will pick up
Richard in 45 minutes. A few min-
utes later, Ben Cartwright's mother
drives up and drops off Peyton 111.
Quiside, a drizzle has turned into a
downpour.

During flight training, Dick Gil-
bert had seen a film showing the de-
velopment of a “textbook™ tornado:
A cumulus cloud intensifies into a
violent thunderhead, with hail, light-
ning and severe winds; the cloud
swells and acquires an anvil-shaped
peak. At an altitude of about 3,000
feet and a half-mile ahead of the
thunderhead, a dark purple cloud
that resembles a tightly rolled rug
forms. The roll cloud sags, touches
ground and begins feeding on the
landscape like an elephant’s trunk.

What Gilbert observes now re-
minds him not of this, but of a severe
thunderstorm he once sat out in a
diner in San Angelo, Texas, in the
mid-1950s. He says in his radio re-
port, “We do have a pretty wild and
rugged weather situation here, so be
prepared for it as you're driving.”
But certainly not a tornado. Not yet.

It was Gilbert’s practice during
his afternoon shifts to hover briefly
over his house as a greeting to
Candy. Today, after sighting Candy
emerging from the house, he makes
a violent circular motion with his
left hand and points to the ground.
No need to take chances.
Amazingly, Candy understands. She
promptly goes inside, grabs Gabniel,
the family dog, and goes to the base-
ment. By the time Gilbert is over
Oxmoor Shopping Center he can
hear B.J. Thomas on WHAS sing-
ing, “I Just Can't Help Believing."

The tornado warnings begin to
trouble Mrs. Wheeler. who had
spent part of the afternoon working
in the greenhouse adjacent to the
Jamily room of her home off
Blankenbaker Lane in Louisville.
She reenters the greenhouse to
watch for hail. Then she remembers
that her husband, who is out of town
on business, had told her always to
seek cover beneath a pool table in
the basement in dangerous weather.
So there she heads, transistor radio



in hand, to crouch in a fetal position
and wait out the siorm.

Cautiously Dick Gilbert keeps his
helicopter two miles from the
ominous black clouds churning up
over southern Louisville.

WHAS has been broadcasting tor-
nado warnings and safety rules with
increasing frequency. Now it is 4:40
pm. and WHAS newsman Bob
Johnson has just joined JefT Douglas
on the air with a report that a tor-
;I:do has touched down at Freedom

all:

“Jeff, the city police say that a
tornado is moving across the southern
part of the city. It was spotted near
the fairgrounds, moving from the
south generally toward the north
They say that it has touched down at
the fairgrounds and apparently dam-
aged Freedom Hall. We don’t have
any other details at this time other
than the fact that people in the Louis-
ville area should take cover.”

Douglas switches to Gilbert: “Can
you ... fill us in any more on what you
can see from your vantage point™'
~“Well, w's a spectacular sight,”
Gilbert reports. *..the low clouds,
very black low clouds... let’s see ... at
the moment they're just about over
Bowman Ficld in the Taylorsville
Road area, and it is swirling
around. It looks like smoke under-
neath it. There is no real tight, defi-
nite tornado as such; it's still turning
in a large ... Yes/ There's one
now..started...yes, dipping down
from the bottom of the cloud. Let’s
sec...that will be over in the Highlands
Road and somewhere ncar Eastern
Parkway .... The power transformers
have been blowing regularly in the
path of this thing.... Big, large ex-
plosions of blue-white light that help
to clock it pretty well. Now it's clear-
ing up very nicely behind it.... But itis
definitely moving up toward the Cres-
cent Hill water tank now and I'm
starting to get some strong, very
strong gusts, way out here on
Bardstown Road near the GE plant.
That's the way it looks to me. Be
careful, very, very careful. . . "

To Mrs. Ray in Indian Hills this
is @ warning to take cover. With
Peyion III and Zipper. their wad-

dling toy dachshund, she seeks refuge
in a basemeni room beneath the
porch. Peylon's feet are wet from
the rain. Before taking the action
that saves their lives, she makes him
change shoes.

At WHAS Radio, people are
walking in and out of the studio.
News director Glen Bastin has never
experienced anything like this be-
fore. He and the other WHAS
broadcasters are too busy airing the
flood of reports of tornado activity
to give much thought to Gilbert's
safety, but for one bricf moment he
wonders what the severe winds are
doing to the helicopter high above
the city.

With a teen-age daughter who
needs him, a mortgage and plans for
the future, Gilbert is no daredevil,
He had gotten the jitters during the
days he was a pilot for a troupe of
acrial performers — fearful not so
much for their safety as because the
act required him to stretch the air-
craft to the limits of its capability.

Yet he is a fatalist. Once, on fur-

lough in London in 1944, he had ig-

sent other officers rushing from their
beds to the air-raid shelter. “The
hell with it,” he had shouted to a
naval commander shooting out the
door, “this is my only night in Lon-
don. I'm not about to spend it in a
dank celler.” He had remained in
bed and gone back to sleep.

Crouched beneath the pool iable
in her basement as the twister passes
only a block away, the noise so ter-
rifying she can barely stand it, Mrs.
Wheeler begins praying, repeating
more times than she would be able
to remember later, “Dear God,
don’t let me be so scared.”

From his helicopter, Gilbert
gazes mournfully down at the dis-
figured landscape and begins follow-
ing the trail of devastation, reporting
his observations to listeners.

Expecting to see superficial dam-
age at the Kentucky Fair and Ex-
position Center, he is shocked at
what’s below: Exposed rafters and
dangling lights are visible through a
hole in the roof of Freedom Hall.
He searches for the horse barns and
finds them ... flattened. Steel light

Continued
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Dick Gilbert comine

standards at nearby Twilite
Drive-in Theater look like wilted
flowers, The roof of the East Wing
of the Fair and Exposition Center is
worse off than Freedom Hall's.
Nearby, mobile homes have been
wiped out. Debris from the horse
barns is strewn across the North-
South Expressway, and vehicles have
been blown into each other.

Gilbert gazes toward Audubon
Park and sees what seems to be rela-
tively minor damage. He sees bro-
ken trees in the Poplar Level Road
area. “This has to be all there 15,
he says to himself,

Secure in their basement, Mrs
Ray and Peyton [ll have no idea
what has occurred outside. Emerging
Sfrom their refuge. Mrs, Ray is
stunned. The house is an open shell.
The outer walls are sull standing,
but the roof is gone and the rooms
are a wreck. Peyton begins to cry.

Although his voice remains calm,
Gilbert is astounded by the devas-
tation he sees during the remainder
of his storm-tracking mission. “The
whole park over here, Cherokee
Park, there aren't any trees left in
Cherokee Park,” he reports. "It has
ripped everything down here on the
golf course and over to the tunnel,
The 1-64 traffic is at a standstill
There are huge trees blocking Lex-
ington Road , . ."

Gilbert spent the first 17 years of
his life living in a story-and-a-half
frame house at 121 Pennsylvania
Avenue in Crescent Hill, It was a
middle-class neighborhood, quiet
and dignified. He used to infuriate
his mother by climbing onto the roof
of his house and surveying the view,
Now he looks down at the house
and sees that is is partially de-
stroyed.

"It ... came came on up Sulz
and Frankfort, Pennsylvania, Hill-
crest,” he reports. “Right there at
the Frankfort Avenue intersection, it
completely wiped out ... almost
every house is damaged to some ex-
tent. Then it came across the Cres-
cent Hill Golf Club, and I'm over
Indian Hills right now, and | can't
.. .1 can't even begin to count . . . |
would guess 200 homes out there
have at least the second floor gone.

Continued



May 5, 1974, The Courier-Journal:
Dick Gilbert couminea

Many of them are completely demo-
lished . . "

Mrs. Wheeler is sure the tornado
is gone. She crawis from beneath the
pool table and for the first time in a
long time, it seems, she is aware of
the voice coming from her transistor
radio: Dick Gilbert describing the
areas of the city that were hit hard-
est. One of them is the Cherokee
section of Indian Hills where her el-
derly parenis live. It is a six- or
seven-minute walk 1o their house.
But Mrs. Wheeler runs. When she
arrives she finds their house, on
Choctaw Road, is damaged. Her
mother is outside with a broom in
her hand; her ailing father is sitting,
staring blankly.

Finally, Gilbert is above North-
field. He thinks back to the 1960s
when he was tracking twisters in In-
diana, remembering two that touch-
ed down 20 miles south of Gary and
ripped across the state toward Ohio,
like the 3rd Army moving across
France and Germany, blasting ev-
ervthing in its path. Northficld re-
minds him of that,

Before bringing in his copter for
the day, Gilbert gives a final report
on the snarled traffic and takes a
WHAS photographer on a tour of
the devastation, It is nearly 6 p.m.
when he finally lands at Hap's.

“Where did vou land during the
storm?"" Poe asks.

*1 didn’t land,"” Gilbert says.

There is a look of amazement on
Poc's face.

Gilbert stands by at Hap’s for an
hour in case he is needed again. At
7:25 p.m,, he is home, backing the
camper into his driveway. At 10:30
p.m., he is asleep.

Dick Gilbert's day of the tornado
is over. But it is a day he will re-
member, And it is a day that Mrs,
Peyton Ray Jr. and Mrs. William
Pederson Wheeler and thousands of
others will remember, too. And they
will remember the voice of Dick Gil-
bert tracking the tornado and de-
scribing the devastation from his
grandstand seat in the sky,

But for Dick Gilbert it was all just
part of his job, with this difference:
“For one of the first times in my
life, | was in the right place at the
right time." =
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XENIA, OMIO: A couple leave whot's left of home, their possessions packed in leaf bogs. Some 38 were killed at Xenia.

PRIL 3, 1974, started out as a routing sews
Ad:_\ The Queen Elizabeth 11 was stalled at
sca with boiler trouble and 1,650 passen-
gers shoard W. A, “Tony'" Boyle was on rial
for the murder of Joseph Yabloaski. Donald
Nizon denied 10 Senate investigators that he had
hiped financier Robert L Vesco get a message
to Mr. Nixon's brother, the President. The stock
market opened on 8 aluggish note, though the
Arab embargo had been lifted and the gasoline
criss appeared about over.

In Kemtucky, Governor Wendell Ford had just
sgned a bill, passed by the recent leguslature,
putting into effect a compromise form of no-
fault insurance There was a peneral lament that
no home had emerped as a favorite to win the
100th running of the Kentucky Derby, and fears
that the race mught have 1o be run in two heats
because w0 many colis werz entered. Camp-
bellshurg was recovering from a tornado that
had swept through the town two days carber
killing one person. imqjunng 20 mare and domg
more than $1 million m damage

A typical April day. with typscal April weath
er. wet and warm. A chance of showers and
thundershowers was forecast for much of the
Eastern half of the US| loflowing the pattern of
the previous week and due mamly to a large,

COUMPR OUMMAL & TMAES MAGAINS

warm sir mass pushing up into the Midwest
from the Guif. Warm with a chance of rmin was
forecast for Kentucky: for Indiana: windy and
warm

O ami-  SOUTH

. N CAROUNA
S .__.""'" GEORGIA \\
| ALABAMA \

.

Mop by Bl Dunavas
Shaded oreo thow sofes hardest hae

But for 24 hours a large, intense, (ast-moving
lowpressure area had been surging eastward
across the Great Plains, pushing the warm aur
from the Guif faster along its course 1o the
Northeast. Shonly after noon, oo a line streich-
ing from Mississippd to Canada, the two masses
collided, and alomg the extended front the wet,
warm, conflicting currents began spewing oul &
senes of tormadoes. From sortherm Alabama
through Tennessce, Kentucky, lllinois, Indiana,
Ohio and Michigan, radio warnings crackled
Tormado watches became tormado warnings
Then the deadly twisters started ripping through
the countrysde, tuming Apreil 3 into o day of
terror that left its mark o history

In all, more than 100 tornadoes touched down
along the squall lines from Alabama through
Michigan, killing 317 people, inguring more than
1,500 and causing an estimated $570 million in
damage. In 10 states, 100 counties suffered
heavy damage Parts of eight states were de-
clared disaster arcas,

It was clearly the worst storm since the tor-
madoes of 1925 that killed 740 people, and the
fact that the death oll was far less was due
largely to improved warning systems that seni
hundreds of thousands scurrying 1o shelier and
it them survive the storm’s passage
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INDIANA: The power plant at Madison,
above, wos reduced fo spoghethi.
The Polmyro resident, left, lost her
stepmother and trailer home in the storm.

A Special Pullout

Pullout cover photogroph of the Lowswille
tormada, token by LARRY SPITZER
from Sixth ond Broodway, looking fo-
word the Kentucky Foir & Expostion
Cantar

Calor phatogrophy by C THOMAS HARDIN

Text by JOHN ED PEARCE. o member of
the Magazine staft

SUMDAY, MaAY 5 1974 0
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BRANDENBURG, KY

day mormng there seemed 10 be no reason
to worry about the westher [t was a litthe
windy carly in the day, with showers here and
there, but Apnl in Kentucky s usually windy
and damp, Even when, at 10:28, Louisville radio
stations began broadcasting severe weather wam-
ings, there waa no alarm. Campbeflsburg had
been hit by a tomado two days earfier; in retro-
spect, it sounded an ominous overture, but 4t the
time it was considered 2 freak. And there had
been a half-doren weather warnings in previous
days and nothing had come of them
Then suddenly, st 2:45 n the afternoon, the
warnings took on a frightening tone. Following a
severe-thunderstorm warning, 3 tornado had hit
acar Paimyra, Ind. and smashed mnto Borden,
Madison was then battered. Reports started
coming in ol other tomadoes in Alabama and
Tennessee. At 3:45 a tomado warnmg was msued
for the area around Brandenburg, Ky At slmost
the same moment, a tornado sideswiped lrving-
ton: |5 minutes later it slashed through Branden-
burg
Al 418, Loutswille got its first tormado wam-

QS KENTUCKIANS went 1o work Wednes-

T COURIEE- OURNAL L TIMES MAGATING

ing; sirens screamed and people headed for their
basements, as radio and television stations ham
mered out the danger wamings. At 437, a toe-
nado touched down at Stundiford Field and
began its (S-minute, |2-mile journey of death
and destruction through Loumville, buffeting
Oldham and Heary counties before blowing itselfl
out in the open land of Owen County

Three minutes after the Louwsville twister
sprang to life, Hardin County was hit, At 4,45
Simpson, Warren and Barren counties were
struck. Nelson and Spencer counties were hit at
$:00. Another tornado touched down in Ander-
son County at 5:50, and in 25 minutes roared
through Frankfort and into Scott County, where
it lashed at Stamping Ground., Across the state,
the barrage bocame a drumfire of reports of
death

Throughout the evening, the terror continued,
Twin tornadoes hit Wayne and Clinton counties
berween 6:40 and 7:15. Another raged through
Harrison County for 20 minutes after ut struck
al 6:55 There was another near Cynthana at
15 At 7:20, & vichous one tore through Gar-
rard County into Madison County. The Madi-

In the throes of this destruction, 31 of the town's 1 800 peopie lost their lives

son-Fayette line was hit at 7:30. Then came
others m Pulask: and Rockcastle counties @t
7.55, at Camargo m Montgomery County at
8:05, in Scott and Harrison counties at 815, in
Wayne and Pulaski at 9:25, and in Boone Coun-
ty at 11:30, before the fury of the storm fimally
abated with 3 smash ncar the Pulasks-Rockcastie
line a1 rmdnight

In Kentucky, 18 tomadoes and two severe
storms were counted that day, @ dozen more in
nearby arcas of Indiana and Ohio, Xenia, Obio,
u town of 25,000, lost 38 dead. But for its size,
tiny Brandenbury (population |800) was prob-
ably hardest hit of allk }1 dead. scores injured,
its business district gutted

In a sense, Lowsville was lucky, with only two
deaths directly antnbuted to the storm (two more
persons died of heart artacks). But as the
stunned survivors crawied from their basements,
they were bludgeoned by the numbing sight of
destruction. Loutsville was deeply scarred. Some
of its finest parks and suburbs had lain within
the storm’s lethal path. It would be 3 long time
before the city — like the entire nation — forgot
Apeil 3, 1974
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LOUISVILLE: The downtown skyline 5 o quiet harizon for the Northfield suburb, blasted in 30 seconds.
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into the fashionable suburbs—
Rolling Fields. Indian Milis,
Northfield — the storm fore,
rpping the costly homes with
the stately trees, neatl wolks
ond thrubs, filling swimming
pools with debris. After the
lury passed, there was litthe

to do but inspect the damoge,
thonkful life hod been spared,
and then begin the grim task
of clearing oway the past to
that homes and hopes could be
rebuift on what was left,

1o THE COUSER JOURMAL & TIMES MAGATNE
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Nothing softens for long the hurt of seeing one's home in ruine. For
some the mercy of shock stuns and aumbs ond lets the anguish of truth
recp in slowly. But the child feels in the heort the siob of reality,

of dear things gone, of home and haven and security foken from hes

SUNMDAY, MAY £ 197
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The storm dealt its wrath unevenly. Along Eastern Parkway

(below) some houses lost only roof tites. But in the Grinsteod

Drive oreg of Crescent Hill (obave and nght) homes were ripped
oparl, century-old trees twisted and shottered, and neighbors

who hod shared the comfort of quiet streets and shode now shared
the common grief of loss and worry over what fo do nex!,

IWOTHE COUMER JOUANAL & TIMES MAGADINE
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Cherokee Pork was 80 vears old when the storm siruck. Another 80 years may poss before all scars are hecled.
A Tt COURMER JCURNAL A TIMEY MAGATINE
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Map by Jew Darbin

Fram Cmeel

One of lowvisville’s busy commerciol dis
tnicts — Bordstown Rood in the Migh-
londs — wat among the first oreas hif.
Looking southeast from Eastern Park.
way, the streef, cbove, is o maze of
felled power lines ond snorled troffic.

THE TORNADQO'S PATH: "My God, its
right here!” meteorologist John Burke
yelled to o newscaster os the Iwister
formed before his eyes ot Stondiford
Fieid. The map of left traces the troil of
terror the storm then took in Lovizville,

SUMDAY, MAY 3
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THE KENTUCKY TORNADOES offected
virtually every segment of life. Farmer
June B. Perkins, of Modisan County near
Richmond, lost livesfock, home ond
barns, ond his form machinery waz blown
into o pond, cbove. Wooden barrels filled
with whisky were piled in o jumbled

mass and walls stripped bore as the winds
ripped through warehouses awned by the
Jomes B, Beom Distilling Co. between
Boston and Lebanon Junction in Nelson
County, right. Schools, among them
Louisville’s Avdubon Elementary, left,
were also hit, but, fortunately,

classes weren't in session of the hime.
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AT JETT, NEAR FRANKFORT, members of Capital City Christion Church showed,
like most storm victims, thot their faith was unshattered by the rovages of the
tempest. Their church will be rebuilt on the same site according 1o the originol plans.

spint responds to times of tragedy with cour-

age and gencrosity, and the storms of Aprl 3
brought forth both in reassuring measure. True,
police and aid operations were hampered by
sightscers and curniosity seckers. But volunteers
swarmed into the stricken areas 1o help the vie-
tms clear away the debris, homes were opened
to the homeiess, aod a flood of food, dothes
and medicine poured into battered towns. Neigh-
bors became neighbors again in the sense of
shiring and helping. Commuttess were formed to
buy and plant new trees to replace the falien
shade-givers of parks and streets.

And slowly, & senses recovered from shock,
and muscle and machine cleared ofl the rubble,

IT IS & saving grace of mankind that the human

A TMMES MAGAZNE

signs of recovery appeared, Workmen hammered
at new roofs, replunted lawns and shrubs. Home-
owners began 1o plan and rebuild. For those who
needed it, disaster aid was painfully slowed by the
red tape that seems inherent in burcaucracy, and for
them the time of recovery must seem an etemity,

For those who lost foved ones, of course, the
scars of the storm will never quite heal. But
alrcady now, only a moath since the tornadoes
gashed their grisly path through our lives, the
scars on the land are beginning to soften. Not all
of them, For some once-lovely streets and for the
parks that lost the beauty of towering trees to
the storm’s massive blast, recovery will be, if not
an cternity, a time that few of us living today
will be fortunate enough 10 sce. o



May, 1974
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. . . AND IT§
AFTERMATH

A month ofter the fornadaes struck,
the wars are stil there, and in the
stricken oreas, o these scenes from
Lovisville Jost week show, the rebuild:
ing goes on ansd the rubble. At right
o sfoircote maket a stark monument
to destruction in Northfield while in
the bockgreund workmen are well on
their way to rebudding o neighboring
home. A sloty on poge Al describes
tha progress of peaple and camme-
nities in coping with the lingering con-
tusion and uncartain future.

Warkers are at the second
floor of a new home being
built on the foundation of
ons leveled in Northfield.

At the Stote Fair & Exposition
Center, repair work began

olmost immediately ofter the storm,
One worker wos killed

in a fall from the bared beoms.
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In Audubon Park, Mrs. J. R. Bachmann
ond her douvghter, Jude, stroll
between their domaged home and the
one next door, ot leH, whare anly

ons woll was lett stonding. | think

everyona's coming back,” soid Mrs.

Bachmann, "It's woaderful,”
"It just takas time,"” soid Miss
E. Klee of Stevens Avenue, “'You
can't expect everything to be done
in ane day."”

Desi Nowlin shovels
away ot the
rubble on Hillcrast

n Crescent Hall

Mrs, Edward Denker of Grinstead
Drive said, "Somebody started

1 tuymor——tie a vellow ribbon if
you're going 1o come back, My
girl weat right out and

a yellow ribbon.”
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By EDWARD BENNETT
Lauisville Times $1a8f Weiter

Mostly, the tornado took from its wic.
tims,

From Dennis and Jo Feelev, it took
almost everything except their lives and
theit two children. They were left only
their lot in Northlield, a foundation, a
chimney, 3 basement’s worth of odds and
ends and a few pieces of scarred furni-
ture.

It took their present-—the yearold
home to which they had devoted them-
selves, their way of life, their daily sta-
hility

And it took their symbols of the past
—heirlooms, family albums, belongings
valued more for history than utility, do-it-
vourself stuff that represented time once
invested, now wasted

But, in a devilish sort of way, the tor.
nado also gave to is victims, if, like the
Feeleys, they happened to be well off and
ldequueis insured.

What it gZave—or, perhaps more pre-
cisely, forced upon—them was a not alto-
gether comfortable freedom to weigh
their lives, choose the future and enter.

THE FEELEYS

tain fancies of a fresh start, a new land, a
different life.

“Everybody has probably had that
dream of just chucking it all and foing
somewhere like Australia,” Feeley said a
few weeks after the tornado struck on
April 3. "And for the first time, we're in
a completely liquid position where we
could do it .| . . Everything we own haz
been converted to cash

“We haven't committed ourselves to re-
building yvet, and we still have the free-
dom to think about nol doing it. Austra-
lia, Colorado, Montana — we think of
new places every week. Pack everything
into one suitcase, buy a new car and
leave town. In another vear we'll have
purchazed %0 much more junk we'll be
tied down again.

"If we just had some place e fhe back
of vur minds where we really wanted to
%0, this would be the time. But we don't,
We've alwnys wanted to stay in Louls-
ville."

The Fecleys had chosen the city for
their home, first coming here 12 years
ago via St, Louis and Washington, D.C.,
and then returning a few years back after

i From Page One

clothes to the ultimate of deciding how 1n
live—had to be rethought. And it all
bad to be dones while they weathered the
pains of loss, houts of resentment. ques
tions of money and mounds of frustra
tions,

The Feeleys. apparently like the maior
ity of thelr fellow sufferers, weathered it
fairly well.

“You gometimes wonder; we've really
taken it all pretty calmily,” Mrs. Feciey
puzzled aloud. “Is it Peggy Lee who sings
that song, 'Is that all thare ig'? That's sort
of the way we've been. You think your
reactions should be stronger than what
they are”

Which is not to say the Feeleys haven'!
gone through turmoil.

They stem to have had a hard time
reconciling themselves to the magnitude
of their lozs. He talks of contradictory
desires he felt both to avoid and to re-
turn to the rubble and of a lingering
reluctance ever sgain to put so much of
himself into a house,

They and their children share In the
now-common fear of bad weather,

But they bave not experienced 1he
overpowering emotions the movies and
television Jed them to expect ——neither,
immediately after their harrowing escape,
the romanticism and adventurism of
Clark Gsble and his heroines nor, in the
longer run, the {dyvilie transformations of
family sentiment portrayed by “The Wal-

4 "”
Ons

They seem 2 calm, deliherate and ra-
tional eouple, He makes his living as an

administrative faw judge with the US
Deépartment of Health, Education and
Walfsre. He managed to make it through
aimost three volumes of the 12volume
“Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire”
in the beliel one had to read it 10 be fully
educated.

They chose Northfield for their home
because of its convenience to highways,
and they chose n somewhat set-off and
barren 1ot because of {18 price and priva
cy

In the aftermath, they salvaged bricks
to use again, and. when the insurance
settlement came, they gave their 10-year-
old daughter, Heather, and 9.year.old son,
Mitchell, shares to use (n replacing their
belongings.

bhelween

expectn-

giving Indianapolis a try for a year. They
speak fondly of the community being
“the right size,” “the right speed,” “not
toa pushy.”

So, like lovers separated by 8 spat that
somehow got out of control, they Nirted
with fantasy and then came back.

They began rebuilding

They talked of Colorado and wondered
about busing and finaily began rebuilding
their Stannye Drive home, using the same
foundation, correcting some mistakes
made the first time around, aitering the
floor plan a bit

“You just put your values somewhere
else, I guess,” Mrs, Feeley szaid of the
deciston to cast wanderlust aside

Values. The very use of the word in-
dicates the scope of the problems that
faced the people wiped out by the storm

Holed up in apartments, their moorings
gone, they were in a state of animated
suspension In which absolutely every-
thing — from such basics ‘as  buying

Later, the Feeleys moved into an apart-
ment complex off Westpart Road, where
they had lved while building their house

renting furniture and heginning to stack

The discrepancies

tions and reality began for them im-
mediately after the storm hit

Mrs. Feeley had been in the basement
doing Jaundry when the kids heard the
warnings on TV, and the three of them
made it under the basement sieps just as
their house was being torn apart.

Feeoley was caught in his car a few |

houses from home, and the winds tum-
d the car Into a nejghbor's yard, leay

what they salvaged along a wall in the
living room

At first, the efforis to re-establish some
permanence, deal with the irsurance,
mave what could he moved and buy what
needed to be bought dominated their
minds.

"The first week is very different from
the following weeks' he said. “The first
week there's no depression. You're very

ng
apkle. From there he waotched the sur-

rounding homes “exploding Jike strawber-
ry boxes.”” He couldn't remember if he
£aw his own go.

“Afterwards.” he recalled, "we were
standing in the street and we were so
devastated that we thought, ‘Boy, sirens
are going to come and ambulances are
going ta come and armies of people will
help us” We heard sirens, but it must
have been a half hour before anybody
showed up . . . A doctor in the neighbor-
hood came around with his bag, but there
wasn't anything organized. No organized
activity reached us until the next day. We
were totally cut off."

“They do the movies &ll wrong” Mrs
Feeley gaid “All these people aren’t run.
ning around all emotional.”

Neighbors checked on each other, Fam-
Ilies stuck together, Wives walted for
their husbands, Eventually, some of the
residents congregated at a nearby home
left standing to try to figure out what to
do and find out how widespread the de-
struction was

Some friends managed to get throuch
police lines to check on the Feeleys and
offer them a place to stay. After making
gure the gas was shut off, making » quick
search of what was left and picking up 2
few items, the Feeleys left

Almost immediately there arose the
problems of adjusting to heing without
home or pnssessions .

“I hegan to feel like n terribie moock,
Feeley said. “You ean only ask so much
af vour friends, and you try lo space
yourself out and lean on five or six rath-
er Lhan totally eoilapse an one. You hegin
to fee! that vou're quite a load”

“Thut’s ane of the hard parts” Mrx
Feeley added, “They did umpteen things
for us and it'!l probably never be neces
; t e to us"

it right side up and him with a broken

husy and feel! wvery eclparheaded, You
know what vou have to da hecause there
are so many things ta do, But then vou
run out of things you can actually eape
with yourself —there's only =0 many
things you can plek up. Then it all goes
aver into the hands of someone else”
They figure Mrs. Feeley drove 300
miles in a matter of 3 few days going
lo stores and cleaners, buyving a frying
pan on one trip only fo remember Iater
thot they also needed a spatula. Even a
month later, when she bought s black

dress so they could finally go out for an
evening, she forgot she was without a
black slip and shoes.

“You think you're all set, but you're
not,” she said,

“You realize that every little thing that
vou had — a safety pin —represented a
trip to the store sometime in your life,
and now you've got to make all these
trips right now," Feeléy said. “You don't
even have a pencil or a piece of paper.
Nothing "

It's hard to accept

Each day the reallzation of loss had to
be suffered anew, and there was a recurr-
ing inability to accept it and let go.

“Every time you walk through the
debris, you see things that you liked that
are just all smashed, You want to stop
and try to glue things together. It would
seem that if you had the time, you could
stand out there and glue some of these
things back together. But you know
there's going to be pieces missing and
that you just can't do it,” Feeley said.
“You see the oid desk all smashed to
pieces that you spent hours on,"

“Bach time you go over there you
swear that the pieces keep getting small-
er,” Mrs. Feeley said, “Each time it seems
thoy're getting smaller and that there's
that many more pieces.”
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would have managed to save a striped
couch,

“1 know that cushion is probably sitting
as Junk in somebody’s front yard, and
I've thought of tying one of the other
cushions on top of the car and riding
around with a sign ssying, ‘Have you seea

one like this?"” Mrs, Feeley sald. “It |

would mean so much to us and it
wouldn't mean a thing to anybody else.”

Declsions, decislons

Throughowt the salvaging operstion,
the problem of cholon was a persistent
and acute ene, best symbolized for Feeley
by & brass pot used for starting the fire in
tho fireplace

“You're always changing your mind,"
he suld. “You turn things down your first
time out, and thon days later change your
mind. You bring them back to the apart.
ment and you still may have to throw
them away

“Like the brass pot. It'd been out there
for days ond I'd turned it down. I
thought, “Well, what do [ need s brass pot
fur? It's u fireplace starter, and I don’t
have a (ireplace, The lid's gone, and the
thing you stick in the kerosene's gone.'
Rut | finally picked it up”

There wers other objects nf the ssme
itk —an electric razor without the shav.
ing hesd, a camera cass without a cam-
era, a chair seat close to ruin

"Thess things have value, bat no value.
You ean't make up your mind about
them,” he said. "You have no use for
shem. but then sgain, they might be some
good and you can't bear to throw them
EWay

“We've picked things up—broken ba-
rometers, things that won't work, bocks
‘hat are so wrinkied and soaked with rain
that you could ngver read them—and
¥now we're going to have to throw all
that stuff away again™

It can't be put together

The worst part, though, wss the pain of
being unsble to find or to put back 10-
gether even a semblance of the things
that did have vilue ~— personal value.

“Things like the couch that you can
hoy in a department store, that really
doesn'l bother you so much,” he sald
“But a painting that Jo's ‘;nndmotbor
painted in 1830, that's a terrible loss. You
can’t replace it."

For Mrs. Foeley, one of the worst
Josses seemed to be a grandfather's clock,
the casing of which was more than 200
vears old and works that were put in by
her grondfather about 50 years ago.

All she found wers some pieces of its

Carpenter Robert Green cuts lumber outside a
damaged home he is helping to rebuild on Stannye

wood, with brass knobs used for opening
Its doors attached. She took the knobs

1 “ and bad to plich the wood,

Suach little items seemed to take on new
| importance. Two days before the storms,
Feeley had finsished mounting two ar
rowheads for his son,
“1 kep! \hinking T was going to find
those arrowhesds” be said. “Thexr're only
1 werth a dollar and a half apiece. But for
same reason. finding them would be real
important tome ™

Couldan't beeak baddt of thowght

Farboth ¢ them, shucking thelr haht.
ual pretection of thelr property, getting
ysed o the idea they owmed oaly a
mound of jmk, was difficudt, They per.
slsted in acting as If things were intact,

They d w glag the
debris, taking & skank collar off one of
Heather's maldbelieve, dressup dresses
carting off a crushed Bicycle, hauling
away hesting ascts

And their akacdment 1o their property
spawned feellags that, | retrospect, seem
lliil ludicrous

“The brick people were over knocklag
| mortar off and it made me Kind of mad
the way they just let Jt fall sayplace
They Just wersnt very peat,” Mrs, anry
i with & leugh,

“Yeah," Fecley néded grinning, "1 sot
iall worried gf0wt them chipping the
‘ztt.u. What mure harms could anybody

o

’ ! |
T e
2~k

Bl to be felt fully are the fimancial
CONSEGMIRNCRS.

Even though Feeley bad figured an in-
fatlen when insuring his home, the get-
tiement (s not going to cover the entire
cost of rebuliding. To replace just what
they had will cost them about 15 per cent
more than what they paid 14 months ago.
And thit doesn't count the trees amd
shrube and other lundscaping, which
weren't covered,

Furnishings cost moce, los

Mry, Feeley |5 also discovering that is.
fatson bas not spared bome furmishings.
“1t's fantastic, terrible,” she said, “You
want time to mull it over and to make
sure all \hese things are going to go to:
gether. But [ feel [ shoudd really buy all
these things now, because everything's
going 10 be 10 per ctal more if I wail"

Even aftor adjusting to their {ate, they
#i1l had to ight bouts of resentment,

“I'nere are moments when ynu do get
rosentiul” Mry, Yeeley asmid “To think
that your things with sentimental valee
are gone and can'l be replaced with amy
amount of mooey. But really, to think
that the two kids were saved and there
was Dennis out theee bouncing around In
the car, I'm still gratefal for that, Whes 1
slart  thinking about the grandfather
cluck of something, | tink about thet ™

“That wears off, though™ Feeley sald
“At first, there'y that gladiobealive
thing. But the further yoi're removed

Driva, in Northfield, one of the arens
the April 3 twister, Hs works for To-Way Trim, Inc.

P Prals by Bad Kamniey
dest hit by

from the event, the less you remember
the danger and then you get down to the
realities of how it sffects your everyday
lite . . . People say yon should be bappy
you're alive, but I'd 5o evan happler 1if )
Bad my bouse hack topether ™

Tn ttmatire about futire

He's #till nnstste how he's golng to feel
once they muve back in

“Wo wore quite bowseaninded Lo that
1bo house was the focal palet of aar fami-
ly, and ww wpest all our money and all
our time on the house he sald. “[ think
I'm Jess likely to be Intereeted in things
like that, that maybe I'm going lo dows
grade bouses mow. | deat see them m
being as Important, as being as per
masent or as much like a costle as |
thoughl they were. They're becoming
more like a mait of elothes than 3 castle"”

Instead of finishing their basemmes!
themselves, they're having It dons this
lime

“Never spun” he aald. "Il mever
spend that mueh (ime working on aug-
hing aesin. All those bours”

Yel, despite such feelings, the Feeiayy
kept returning to thetr humesite s do
what work could be done, even starting to
replant the yard before the Swilding
began and before the water was back on,

“Well. it looks liké the one thisg we
ean do," he explained, “and we feel like
we want to do something."
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By EDWARD BENNETT
Lovisvitie Timas Statf Writer
When the losses were weighed
the April 3 tornado, Loulsville’s Crescent
Hill area stood out as the neighborhood
with the bleakest future
The storm tore savagely
homes and trees
long Grins

after

into the area's
. In a concen-
d Drive and
imated 480

large. old

trated section

Frapkfort Avenue, an es

homes and buildings were damaged, Sev-
enty to 80 of them were so severely
mauled that city officials  considered
them sure candidates for demolition

Many homes, given the high costs of
restoring  aged houses, were under
door 1o restare, “Evervbody that's de
cided to fix wp is going to {ix up
and the ones who decided not to
sold 1o y win want to DIix 1t up
right

Uncertaintis, however, do remain, and
they are impetant ones

From a hisorical standpoint, the fale
of two of Crecent Hill's most cherished

landmarks hasnot been decided

Facing ostinates that rup twice as
much #s thek insurance coverage, I
and Mrs, Jams Robeirt Hendon are still
wrestling will' the decision on what tn do

th their 14€year-old brick home at 201

nary grounds,

From a hill on Southern Baptist Theological Semi-
£ view across Grinstead Drive shows

Crescent Hill: Hopes rising

insured, The population contained large
segments of old people and young
cnuples of modest means, {for whom com-
ing back would not be easy

A gradua! trend of sales and con-
versions of single-family homes to multi-
family dwellings had already developed
in the a and the zoning permitted
apartments

”

a,

It all combined to create # vision, oft

hemaosned by the residents, of flight, re-
development and the evantual destruc

tion of & quicl, stable and picturésque
community

Bul now. nearly Lhree months after the

storm, the fears of a neighhoghond lost
Crescent Courl, the centerpiece of the
block off Frankfort Avenue

And on Kennedy Avenue, the owner nf

I'he Turrets.” a famous old house that
once was the home of Clvil War abolition-
ist Thomas Kennedy, has not decided

whether to sell or tear it down, Despile
Intense commupity pressure to preserve
an from people who want 1o
restore owner Robert Gorman said, “It
not been sold and [ don't know v

i oflers s
"

has

hal
I'm going to do with |

From a broader standpoint
tated portions of Grinstead
ared around which f

the
Drive,

= high

Crescent

P
are being replaced by hopes—glimmers
in some cases, belligerent optimism in

others—of a neighborhood restored

“Things have come along pretty well
Charles Ferris, president of the Crescent
Hill Community Council, said. “Most of
the people seem hiave gotten money
and are trying to come back.”

‘I think the crisis Is over,” said Steve
Bonney, a district representative op the
council whose home al 2040 Griostead
Drive wis hit. “Things are $till nnsettied,
but we've got a nucleus of stability,"”

“1t's going to he betier than ever.” said
Jim Wood, who lost his home at 318 Cres-
eenl Court and then bought the one next

sity development swirled, are still in
limho,
Several homes and small apartment

butldings have been torn down, with the

Iots standing idle, Some residents have
started to repair houses and then put
them up for sale. Others tried to sell,

failed and are now debating what to do

In the block running from Bayly to
Birchwood avenues and the one running
from Crescent Court to Stilz Avenue, the
vast majorily of owners either intend to
sell or are contemplating it, according (o

See CRESCENT HILL

Court and Kennedy Avenue area houses,
some being

fixed, one awaiting action.

Statl Prole by Bryan Meas
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big uncertainties remain

Continved From Page One

Michael R. Johnson, of the Community

gn Center, a volunteer working with
community council's tornado task
force
The Southern Baptist Theological Sem
inary, whose campos lies acrass Grin-
stead, Is interested in buying gome prop
erty for constructt wdent housing
but is not actis land
While this question, the
course of the igl streels running
between Grins and PrmHnu seems
to be one of wide od

perhaps

as many or ﬁ.’i per ecent of those
severely damaged, according to council
members' ostimates But n of them

went bought by voung couples and

constry

iction tradesamen intent on rebuoild

ing
Every d you see somebody new
start working said Leo Erb, who s re

205 Kennedy Ave
vou see them working, it

building h
‘And ev

home &t

Lme

fc good
Butch Leonhardt, s carpenter with a
wife and two .llvih for instance

hought 114
ar I{ Wa W
down st of the work,"” he
said. “It's going to be a lot of work, but
I'd rather have an old house than any
new one

The rebullding activily was rather slow
to be

In the Ilea for the neighbor
hood’s future ntedd for some |Ir
decision, But the release a few woeks ago

of city-county Planning Commission
ommendations to “down zone" most of
area Lo preserve 118 current residen
ns allayed some of the fears

roc-

thoug

ntributing,

very practical problems of
workmanshiy
Most people were just grossly under
like maybe of what their

said L 1
council's torn Lusk
on the fence be

were,”
the

foree

wuse of

lect on

the difficu getling contra rs who
are even int sted in redoing old home
And the pri of the good contractors
are just out of saght.”

The Hendons on Crescent Court
still facing that very problem, Th
lived In the old, seven-bedroom home for
22 years, and their four children are now

YW N

t first, they were told the house

couldn’t be saved. then that it could be

ch time an est
up several thousand dollars
don said, adding that the most
twice as much as their ins

Even at the most exper
it’s not to but to put b
a reasonable fa

Considering
loss of all the su
rrr"m:l_\‘ of what the
like

we g

ecent wa
iri

mats ore

thi

r family situa
iing tree

1he

( un
neighborhood even

and the costs, she

gotng up and do

q h'-‘l like it's part of me and t
torn down would be like losing an arm,’
she suid, "But {U's s0 expensive We'ra
g to have make up our minds [
I could say something encouraging,

but I can't

I just gloomy '

Wood had similar problem

At the other end of the hlock, Wood
who stubbornly refused to belieyve h
home was lost for a month before giving

1 buying the

a similay

in lo the experls
door lo repair, [

ne nexl

/'

/Wo'a'
ompony

stadt Mas
Her children didn't want to leave Cres
cent Hill, and, she discovered, she didn

cither. "It was more than just a house; it

Wis a home,'

she
mible decision 10
\ether
to redul
t's going

But it was such & te
1o make he sald, "W
all that

en you don't know

money (0o a

pen. 1 just didn't what to
FuUess you Just go ard
fingers X
In t her worr
Davis, too, is basically about

the future

“1 joined the Crescent Hill Community
Council and | real enthused
that, T think we (,m probably make it a
better community than It was before,
she said

abou

Many share her view

And, in fact, many seem to share her

view
“Although there's been of a lot
n, the Jrr‘lrn'»

peopie
Y 0

AL Maaa ki
estimated
people are doing
1sl for th

said. But 'W
Thus, he

Some that, spor

vilege of living her
d, a teacher, can't
plans 1o do the work for

which he eant find a contractor with af
able prices.

"I don't have any skills,”" he sald, “['ve

little book that tells you how to da

all. T read for about half an hour, do

about five miputes of work and go back
and read some more.”

He's convinced the neighborhood will

come back, lll“\;il“" the financial prob

lems. “It’s going to be looking decent by

fall and by next sprm; it's going lo be
just fine." he said

Ba ra W. Davis, of 117 Pennsylvania
Ave t had to succumb to the money

and contractor problem
Her three-story home
aged and couldn™t
willing to do the necessary
would say they weren't
didn't have the time,

was heavily
find a contr;

work. “The

interested or
s?!c said

Those who did look at the house gave
her estimates ranging frum £43.000 1o
$48,000, far above her Insurance cov-
erage

Finally, she found a contraclor who
quoted her a price of $33,000, and she
took it. It was still more than her cov
erage and she couldn't afford
on a loan, so she ended up con

half of her settlement for perso
household possessions to pay for the re-
building.

—
TOPITE Nt U.'Y'P(' W
© Hill, said
the are really
° 1,{ Lu'- Ing on

n'; .xlmm land v
ten

ugh Venable
agreed It (the
thinking about

co-president of the
tornado) got

council
F things they had

raple

dormant in their minds for 3 while," he
sald
For Instance, the Crescent Hill Min
isterinl  Association now planning to
use some damaged property to set up an
d day.care center and a commu-
A idding, in which would housed
services that would include a s wark-
er and community coordinator said

one church is considering
land for a small recreation
he said

also spurred

In addition,
donating some
area for child

The disaster

on

plans for nmunity projects and
grams

A Jaycees chapter has been formed, as
well as a businessmen's association. The
councll 15 making room in ils structure
for representatives of churches and other
Institutions, such as the Baptist Seml
nary

And a r-umh;n-wrt‘ public-rela
tions c¢a has begun, “Welcome to
Cres signs bearing & symbolic
Lree have been pul up around the neigh
borhood's boundaries. And billboards
have been rented and bumper slickers

made, bearing the gymbol of the tree and
a simple message: “We Care!”
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Architects of tornado-hit Dunn school
admit variation from building code

By RICHARD (', HALVERSON
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p ol two anchorage poinia
the wall

the damage ut the school
and the engipeers acting
showed (hst
ppled ul

NMOErGRer's reguest
( the wall sections that
Dunn fefl outward

nids panched 3 28-font

long sec

I iato a classroom and then
r an intertor wall, Ca ) maid
.l“’!'lll pecting the sehool

now inside the !u.lh'.lm' nd blew
X ye sections of the walle on the
east sides of the ope-st

1, Cassare pointed out

children who were taking shelter
ya could well have been
n out of the building aluag with t

Cagsaro said. The tornado struck
al about 4 p.my, after school hours

Accord Dawson,
the Dunn blow
along & haill keep from
being “bloy had 1o

grab onto a doorknob and got into a ¢

room, Dawson suid
He said, however, thal the s1e
struck during school hours, children
ing llfw_( in the hallways as d
dures instruet — would
harmed xcept  perhaps  for

“yerotebes and l ruis
The Times also loarned that
the counly lvu ding Depart 1 or the
sehool ¥ ted the school during
cimsirgetion 'n determine if it was being
built (o ibé coden' struclural reguire-
ment
Drago
built the

no upe for

when the
board was refusing

wmul that
school

school was
10

Arrowly

ads superimposer
tornado

June, 1974, The Louisville Times:

take out bailding pernmits. So Dann got
no county boilding ingpections, he said
Drago saitl that the school hoard six

months ago agreed to take out bullding
permils and that construction will be in
specled from pow on

ithery, coordinator of pew con
schoal board. said
Imited 1o seeing that
the archilect's spec

clions are
iider fallows

loes gnyone from the stete Depart
of Public Safety (nspect achools for
tural strength, said Stanley A Boyvd,
arshal in the depa

strug
a chiel dopaty fire
ment.

The fire marshal’s office does inspect
camply

schools to mrke sure they
the firesafely sections of th
dards of Safety. But he bas na inapeciors
look  for structural defects, Boyd
added, and must rely on the expertise of
the architeets and engineers in these
Afeas

ite three
the sehool for
following const
wuttld have ena
the

with

engineers W Inspected
Th TnnN ed thiat the
n methods probably
d the walls to withstand

tamaca

v Tying the walls to the stroctural
steel framework, as the codes require,
v Bracing the walls every 15 feetl as

the codes require

v Exceeding the codes by reinfarcing

walls with 5/8thsinchthick #teel rods
placed every 4 leet
# Using solid melal tUes (0 connect

on this photo taken the day after the April 3
ccent where wally that collapsed were not anchored to structurs!
steel framework of Dunn Elementary Schoal,

though county and state

outside walls to inside walls, rather than the zround ight post around
ties of wire mesh the schoal the englne of &
car parked there |
w. Using t['h"\v(mnr'l;y-’- sther than or Dobrman estimated It would Bave cost |
dinary cement-..d m about $170,000 more butld a steet
framework designed Lo Lske those forces
Humme! i epoxy mortar makes 3 7

biock walls times strongec than ordine Cassarg ssserfed thal stste
ry mortar walls. They become so 1y codes  wbo be tightoned
thal sections of opoxy-honded wilis are stecleeinforeed walls [
ul'lllll.‘.‘ll'ﬁl;l.l,‘_ into !xlarr as if Lthey vere sskod Hsmmon, =W hat y
a solld slab of concrete, bo spid nzthening mdm ” wu don’l enfores
Humme!l estimsted It woulid have cost  what we already have
about $25000 more — or leas than 2 per
cont of the total cost — to reinforce the
scheol walls wilh steel rods
Hartstern-Schnell's Dohrmian  agreed
that the walls probably would s1il] be

standing it bullt as those engineers roc
ommended.

But if the walls had
out, they might have pushed agsinst and
damaged the steel framework of the
hilding, possibly collapsing the entire
schonl

As It was, the steel framework was un
damaged, Dohrman ssid

stood, he pointed

More than half of the walls slill stood
afler the tornadn paszsed

Dohrmen said he designed the sieel
skeleton of the sehonl and the framework

to withstund a force of 15 pounds per
Aguare t, equivalemt 1o & wind of
shout 70 mph, That is the minimum
0 od in the state and county Dallding
codes

The tormado hlt Dunn with 189 mph
winds, Dotirman sxd an engineer calcu
Isted, exertin a e of about 132
pounds per square fool. Winds bent lo

-
e

1% Procg &y Laery Saiteer
codes require that they be. The segmented double-
where some bracing was provided at 20-foot interv
auditorium. The code calls for 15-foot-in

1 atrow shows
behind the school's

S
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GENERAL ELECTRIC
COMPANY'S
RESIDENTIAL CENTRAL

AIR CONDITIONING

GOOD

NEIGHBOR
DISASTER PROGRAM

FOR ALL VICTIMS OF THE
APRIL 3 TORNADO
HAS BEEN EXTENDED
THROUGH AUGUST 31, 1974

it

VDIENTILAL

AL AR O (O I NG MNELHEATING EQ

® We will extand 4 subistantial Good Neighbor cash refund (direct trom General Electric
Company) toward the purchase of General Electoic Central Heating and Air Conditioning
squipment to replace any storm damaged equipment

IF YOU WERE A VICTIM, HERE'S WHAT TO DO:

® Consult your yellow pages for the name of your nearest FRANCHISED GENERAL
ELECTRIC CENTRAL AIR CONDITIONING DEALER He can assist you in making
acrangements for inspection and/or replacement of your storm damaged squipment

® The dealer can supply you with cash refund certificates and the refund amounts
{See instruction on the form. )

Automatic. Ay Larp Birkhead Company, ine, ¢ Hettingss & Shudk
M7 Rantor Avninpe 583 1788 2747 B Seventh 5o Ra. G344 6101 Crvtenden Ovive 3632413
Production Heaung Service Project Hoating A Cooling Prudentisl Heating & Aly Cond
208 £ Law Sueer e 7120 5802 E. Marniinl R wae2xn 4728 Allgrond Aveowe  JSB5812
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Tornado clean-up angers resident

By Sangy reanen
Sl Writw

Meaz Bdger B WMCoimy o 219 4
Buchmuod m Croscent Mill 8 whaEDy
IR e Slean U0 A Rer Haghbor Ducst
e e Aprd 3 Wenade AN she u

ol o win Leusvile Cite mail

Bhe susd 1ng O Nguine Wrsce g Co
Dulidored 14 Lees domin i hae Dage
820, Whing off a ot ol ST ang ahe
alledged e Tum cCracsed har sower
hae

! catlod City ™an Wowar e »
ere DAChk the/e wiih the seas’ ‘aak
Thiey 103 ma 10 el 1T Erain o S0Maons
0 8 Praperty and 1 anGuta Nl ot e
Lo

| catad and Lalwd &3 3'e2 s
Jhay finpity 1oid me it | Ned 3 Drumber
come Jawn Nare AN My A ear he
Dulidaeers Mal wached 1N Bewes
Ihay woula pey v 1 sl s Wy
MeCutiey a2 shn has o letter hom &
wea' plomber 1w that effect

Bhe paid osoout §940 of her own
money o ‘apa Ihe sewes lrunk line
e said and  naw whan | call dewr
there o0l hey H0d oul wmhao It Ihgy

* o 1 A8 1 ma and they won'l return
ponded g

She 30 she Nad o pey §9.800 W
ol 1he ges jointa » he Cresosnt
HiE home wfixh sers ook loowe '
Jurmg the tornade sad ofe  gannot
randin e nesded essenae of repairing
*e sewmar line

Lawtence Mariingly #eting Oty pub
e owerns Guectar, sl Mry MeCutiey
s hed 8 reimaae for the oty belore
0 Hourse came On hae propatty I
e tneis O Rourke (s Cincinnali fiem)
wied nagligent means that's betwaen
he' her lawyer and tham ' he sald

Martingiy aad the wracking frm was
sonirmcied Dy the City. Dyl i Habiiity
wat 'wiahsed when e Ngned the
[

Thete were & Bunah of seaer Hoes
Susied ahan The iraes ware Wpireoted
'l they Drowght some of the lines with
them. 80 11 makes it very ditficgll 'o say
who 0id 11w her cass ' ha added Ma
said about 1,700 or 1 800 irees were
down in her immediate aces after the
Apei 3 prorm

1 Just don 't know how anybody can
grad sut of 1he claar Blue shy and say
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orthfield

Residents bounced back as they promised

"l guess it’s like labor pains." says one
Northfield mother with a chuckle. “Aflter
it"s over, vou lo vhat it was like."

Incredibly, the worst pain is over for
this area of US. 42 where the storm

mowed through dozens of $£30.000 to
S100,000 homes

Like the bumper stickers promised, the
Glh.class cities of Northficld and nearby
Glenview Manor have come back. Fast.

In Northfield, where about 60 homes
were badly damaged, there are 2 number
of “for sale” signs and new nrighbors
but not a single new vacant lot. In Glen
view Manor, where six houses had to be
razed, only one cleared lot is empty
Youth and popularity Lave apparently
akled the comeback, wh got a big boost
from builders who purchased damaged
homes and rebuilt them,

I perso
Northfield

e in

said Carl

Cox was expl
another by
Cox & Ca

The Highlands / -

Except for lost trees, few traces left

now o

“Flve i
gins, 1

neighborhood
will be
here

He | then  says
it's hard to tell now."”

Vears

bet

to tell a2

Well

atched, Paint has

it a

tornado ever hit

betn

wend on to buy and rebuild |
area — )5 in
Clenview Manor

housges in
and 2 in

Northfield

the
tne

'

Eighty per cent of the houses, Cor says

were bought within a month after the
storm. “People worked on their houses
for two or three weeks and it just got

worse. So they said, ‘Hell, I give up

So far, they've sold sepen of the houses.
(Sir are not quite compieted,) But Cox
feels pretly relaxed about selling the
ot ! make the profit | antictpated,”
he says. “But when it’s all well and done

wers, 1’

I won't make any wmore money than I
wonld in a new development,
The storm was an awful tragedy, Coz

emphasiced.

But he allows: "Without it, construction
m Jefferson County would have been uf
a standstill this year. It brought millions
of dollars into Jefferson County

.

Estimates are that perhaps 20 North-
field residents sold out after the storm
— and some of those were transferred
out of town,

Steadily, the others who were displaced
ire returning. “Just about every week,”
says city elerk Phil S Crutcher Jr., “some-
one else moves back in "

About 80 per cent of the residents who

/
/

part of the Deer
“It's all

fidn't vaiue before.’

reatly, o

er. she says, and has made her feel more
Park wneighborhood

made people value things they

other residents of the area are

said they would return are already back,
Crutcher [igures,
L
For Fran Dukes
24068 Northfield Conrt with

two children

who moved back to
her hushand

thig month
T gone on

md three dogs

“It seems aln
a long, awful vac

ation

“After % come he explaing,
‘vox t all this t reasily happen
to me .

“The 1
he " she
nouse at might a

« oo At really feels like home
The storm, which leveled their year-old

! ¢, left the ja J MOre imsurance-ise

weather-conscious, *
ever get over that,”

But slowly, the Dukes
howse with furniture and replac
possession

yS

They the few big trees that were
in the before the storm. “"One was
this magnolia 1n the front yard that was
gevered at ground level by the tornado

it came back )
they dumped bricks
tnp again,”
It will stay
“Anything that
erves to,”

owgh the rubble, Then

on it and it's sprout-

she say

wants to live that badly

of storm

tises one, Bauer's Candies, at 1554 Bar
town Road. While owner Fred B
concedes that he considered quitting &
the storm, he rebuilt
old son 0 enthused sb
into the business."”
And, of course
business of vacant lots.

Was

unfinished

there is Lhe

Roofs are p still finishing up repairs 4 harwond ha
applied outside ¢Infc ;-rnh'.:mp:'nr‘_mme like that of the An nb[ﬁ';’"%,", ln}-‘u'-r ( \i”\\‘u\‘ ;“
Yolks in the Bonnycastle und Deer Schlelcher family i” o Sh.l\r\mn.-‘i .\]w_ hf]‘llfﬂmti_l‘;:;"' r‘x‘.‘[\:lfl“dllti‘;l?'---”' S
Park neighborhoods can sit back these 15 geiling special matstine far-olee () 1:-.7‘ five currently ] s, on

1 a o \ ’ L A 1
gey= and mervel Uil '!.“ s .ml"::(\.;'mu' roof tiles for their Rennais- (at 1900 Stevens) is to be the site of
sparse peppering of PLY. 105 10, INORGL sunce-stvle home (and finding someone single-family home and nt least 1y i
shout. 1o install them) has held them up, said 2149 Sherwood and 2011 Alta) will have
On 1 /‘_T ntial  streets _ Alta, Grace Schleicher, “We've also been writ- apartments, The family that owns a fourth

Bonnycastle, Sherwood and Stevens
nues — 1
tracte

It is the loss of trees
area most. G trees
neighborhood’s older me
of trees that toppled in Che ¢

that shaded

Park

Replanting the park and Eastern Park-
wav may begin this winter by the parks
but it will be up to residents
to

department,
and private groups such as Trees, Inc
tackle other tree replacement

0Of course

there are still a {ew

lands.

Ve
ere are only flive newly vacant

that's changed the
the
Hundreds

other
items of unfinished business in the High

ing all over the U.S.
special hardware.”

Mokt of the businesses in the hard-hit
have

Bardstown Road commercial sirip
come back

‘A little wind can’t do us in!

trying 1o get gome

adver

2160 Sherwood n't made a
And the owner of

astie, suys that while
sep it himself and
compatible

lot {at
decision o
filth, at 2
it is for sale, he may
eventually build something
with the neighborbood on it
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Rolling Fields

Enthusiasm abounds, but recovery is slow

overng) L e er. | nd
k > ra Lhe net O
( It A \ofans s iy
( e. But they t Six
the High g duple 1 thinks
bire ol
"It art of a4 speculative deal” ke Other unfinish business in Rolling
( ! gl 1 ng to Fields 1des some major improyements
oxt 1) ¢ heve hat the 108 re to starm<dumaged drain pipes and eradec
( gomyg to be like. But the neighbors g0 for creek bhegd AN engineers estimate of
' haoe been gre 236,000 for the work has been “adjusted
b'v repairs fown™ to $12.000, a figure Edwards sa
e will take care of modest repairs that i
We de ground o {, thinking ecltyv can better afford on ihe

rebulld. most of them had been thinking
oul moving Lo smaller houses or apart
1 { VWA e said You get to the

Marion Gooc
With the help of her jamiy
e ‘o

Audubon Park

‘Generally, things look lik—eﬁﬂiley did before . . .

A stranger probably wouldn't notice
it, but to us it doesn't look like it uses

An outsider wouldn't know it

Preston It wa

There's so much I.I‘H(’ open space. to be done by Audubon Park we got the immsurance set-
to be, you couldn't see down the the plantings of about mage amounted to over
for the great hig old trees.” trees, The city also is waiting )
Thomas Young. of 909 Rosern federal reimbursements ‘1o
1oy Nrance, Schu art

acts
rid ot

noval e
T.000 to

n

ied trees

ahoul how a newcomer
North Audubon Park

i cleaned

ofits

pent §

outhern Rentals,

2 n { 0 * h
There no obhvious s anid other debris and has rece £26.000 p ' ) ',.(
1 ) in return. according 1t 1. "W i = J LTeRo Ar the
t through it. Buil u according to Senr Ve Ve y ment dragged )
repaired, and many st Lre m in for the remaining 00 eg¢ t another ; f
00 egainst another of
thie Streets 1 names I meanwhile we've had to bor- ~r||r nz to pay of
Greenleaf, Ivy and Fern at much to keep the garbage collee- ¢ e '
Just to the south of Young's e in o i
the: solid ol Git al. ung s A Federal wheels turn slowly,” Senn Noney m
oe solld, old Gth-class city of Audubon 44 ehuild, He guesss
Park—the remnants of tornado damage . v ) e
als 1o be gone
4 £ , 1 Preste ap from Audubon “Everybody else
We lo L a considerable number of Pa the shell of Don Schu ¢ within a month
trees.” said M, Brooks Senn, chairman of mentrenta e 15 morning
the city's Board of Truste But there is But not aba tractor.
.'1 rnl!kl‘lz!.alv.v- number . eft. Generalls We nly L
| things look like they did before out of b the n




Indian Hills:
‘The beauty,
privacy gone’

— “Now we have 40.odd houses from

Rolling Fields looking into our lives. The
tree loss has been the great personal
tragedy. The beauty and the privacy are
gone,” says a resident of Indian Hills.

With all but three houses rebuilt, af-
fluent Indian Hills is turning attention
to trees.

“The thing that's so wonderful,” says

Jeanne Richert, chairman of the Indian
Hills Board of Trustees, “is the replant-
ing with very large trees in an effort to
get it back like it was as soon as possible.”

Take Owsley Frazier, of 123 Arrow-
head Road. He lost most of his home and
about 200 trees. His house is restored
now and he's concentrating on caring for
about 20 large new trees. Five of them
are huge evergreens that he bought for
$300 apiece and planted at the foot of a
hill that makes up his vard.

“We were lucky to be able to afford
trees of the approximate size of the
others,” Frazier said. “But it may be four
or five years before it looks like it did.”

Helen end Bill Lucas, of 2 Indian Hills
Trail, lost 55 trees on property that
slopes down to a point near where the
city of Rolling Fields begins.

The young couple and their children |
returned home only last month and have
been too busy inside to work on a back-
yard that now is open for inspection by
about a third of the Rolling Fields popula-
tion.

“We're an outdoor family, We live
outdoors for six months a year,” said Mrs.
Lucas as she helped unpack glassware.
“Without the trees, the beauty and the
privacy are gone. We don’'t have the
money to replant like that. It’ll be a long
time getting it back the way it was.”

Nevertheless, the Lucas family 1is
elated about the homecoming. “Little
things that concerned me before, I just
don’t care about now,” said Mrs. Lucas.
“It’s too good to be back.”

Next door, at 3 Indian Hills Trail, is
the only bare foundation in the city with
an uncertain future. According to Mrs.
Richert, chairman of the Board of Trus-
tees, the other two bare foundations have
been sold for new homes.

A widow who has left town and bought
another home in Las Vegas is the owner
of the uncertain foundation. She had her
property cleaned up and a fence built
around the swimming pool before she
left. Bevond that, say people who know
her, she has made no decision about the
lot.

|
“There’s a concern in the neighborhood
about whether she's going to rebuild™
said Mrs. Lucas. “Our fear, of course, is
that . we've spent all this money and
worked so hard to come back, and next '
summer, when it's time to enjoy, the dust .
and hammering will start next door.”



Tornadoes
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By GLENN RUTHERFORD
Courinr-Jowrnal Stalt Writer

Last April 3 a Lo

we'll call him Harve was sipping a

martini in a har with friends shortly after

ville SINTAsman

and children were home, and
though he'd planned to be there for din
ner, after a drink or two he

thought he'd
probably be a little late
Ag it '.'ln\"f out, dinner was more ”l.'ﬂi
a Hutle late
While Harvev w relaxing, his wife

and children were crouched in a eor
ner of the bhasemenl. listenir thewr
house blow awas

Though
aged by the tornado
And after the
panies such an incls arvey and his
family sel about rebuilding
ana returning to normaley

Then in Januvary, following &
threatl of severs

g lo

the house was extensivelv dam

no ong was injured

usual trau that accom

heir house

brief
weather, Harvey and h
wife fearned that the tornado had npol

March 30, 1975

Accarding to psyehiatnists and coun
selors in the Lousville area, the tornado
related tensions Harvev and his wife are
experiencing in thelr marriage aren't un
common

Dr. William
for pastoral care and cou
Second Presbyterian Chu on Browns
haro Road, said cases of marital discord
resulting from or amplified by the tor
nado are

Arnold, assistant minister

Hng at the

coming to his attention regu

larly
I began running into it regularly
about four or five weeks ago right

after we had a spell of thunderstorms and
a tornado wateh,” Arnold said

He said a recent community
held at his church for & discussion of
lornadao-related problems produced some
surprising results

“OFf the 35 peaple who were the

ot .
meeting

25 said they now feel uneasy ol
slorms Arnold sad They want 1o
know where everyone in the family is

ke until

aws

and in many cases, they sta)

left many with.

apart I'he tornade and problems re

lated to it amplified troubles wers
alreacy present
[ do know several ms: 5

Ihe lensions caused by the tornad
fears of the family and an unsy
have created air tha
enough 1o cut,” he d
Arnold sald that in his

Spouse

counseling with
(

some of these families, he's emphasized
the f{act that, since the events nf last
April 3, many people in the communny
have become more conscious of storms

and their danger,

‘T've tried to tell them their anxie!
normal, especially with the anniversar
date rolling around.”’ he said, “It's like
the feeling you get when vou lose a rela
Live when the date of their death
around again, you begin thinking about it

and expernencing the anxiety
In a sense, Arnold ssid, the new anx
et over the threal of seve yeather

are more realistie than the attitudes mos

ped apart their home but also has

hunderstorms

g 10 the basemen! every time
urned dark

Awake

h ended at

thetr marriage

understand
(rightened the
He made fun of his

The marita

thetic

who

spouse
didn't

And when she wan! |
until the Janm that

4am, he reacted storm

can'l sav

marriages

grade girls who were asked » dale

didn't know what tn say so they
led.” he said. "This s the same fellow
cant understand why his wife

t want to go to & parly on a night
it's storming

thought the
the husband who com
plains fears of his wife and
children — i actually “the one who's out
of touch with reality

said he
spouse

Arnold
thethe

unsympa-

about the

Psychological scars resulting from the
tornado aren’t limited to adults. Arnold
said  he'd |('l|l|'~l‘|(‘l‘ several teenagers
who've had trouble sleeping during thun
derstorms or threats of bad weather

And Dr. Martin Sundel of the River
Region Mental Health-Mental Retardation
Board staff that reports from the
anization's neighborhood montal
alth centers indicate » wide age group
of persons being counseled for tornade
related psvehological problems

sand

n

The reporis showed that River Region
psyvchologists and psychiatrists had talked
with people ranging in age from 8 to 55
about their tornade-related traumas.

It really represents quite a spectrum,”
Sunde! said. "We've worked with an 8
ecarald who experienced a fear of slteep
ing after the storm female
who developed a fear of being alone, a 26
male whose loss of a job as 3

result. of the cansed depression

a 29.year-o

vearnld
storm

the threat of the bad weather passes
tensions caused by the tor
nado seem 1o center around an unsympa
usually a
experience the
hand, according to Arnold
know aof anm
broke up as
Arnold said
alread)

Apral d

Now most

v, they kn

hushand
terror first

l" SOHOW e 53 l‘
During

found that some

marriages

direct result of the {fears were, in

There were several

troubled that came In some cases

There have been a whole range of prob
lems in various age groups.”

As a result of the knowledge gained
from the weeks following the tornado last
spring, Sundel said, many agencies are
developing a disaster plan that will deter-
mine the types of services different orga
nizations could and should provide fol-
lowing a disaster

And Arnold said the Second Presby-
terian Church is pianning a "thanksgiv-
ing”' service Wednesday as a sort of tor-
nado remembrance ceremony

Most of the service organtzations who
set up headquarters at the church during
the real thing the Salvation Army, Red
Cross, Civil Defense. and Jefferson Coun-
tv Police Department, to name a few
will participate in the service, Atnold
said

We'll have 3 mock soup line and the
Salvation Army Band will be here,” he
said

The service will begin al 4:45 pm

Four forty-five |s the time the clock
stopped here at the church,” he siid

The service will
meaning, but will
chologleal implications
to draw attention to any
again, we're not trying tn relive some-
thing terrible. But we want to make
people 1alk about what happened, (o de
velop & more relaxed attitude about 1!

have some religious
have some psy-
We're not trying
bad memories

also

—%

people had toward 1ornadoes before last

poopl

counscling

made fun of their

seyere weather thomselves
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I Chart by Johney Mavsls
The bars at left above cshow death totals in communities of fatally tnjured were when the tornadoes struck. Official reports
various sizes from the destrdctive outbreak of tornadéss 1n 13 indicate the death rate would have been even higher if schools
states April 34, 1974, Tha second set of barg shows where the hadn't been out
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Mra Martha Barger, an athletie boaking
grandmother, went bowling that morning
She rulded 199 ber Nighest score ever,
and w0 & leagwe Grophy at Bosley Lanes

Al 230 pm she picked up the first of
three loads of students (m her schoolbus
M Moade Coumty High School i Ersn
denburg, Xy, an old riveriown of 1700
some 32 miles down am on the Ohle
River trom Louwssville She drove 100 sto
deuts o heir homes In the rolling coun
trymde sl relommed W ber form on &
grevel ruad near Mldway, Ky
Just a8 she had esch ey for alm
yeare The sky bad darkesed
Southwest, but ahe waan't slurmed
daughter, Mtz Sharun Rhodes,

ety before, she dad carmed her
threeweek old Saby frum her hosse trail
et 10 her parents bew red-nnek ranch
buuse sext door She could see an awe
some, swirting cloud moving scroar 1he
postitre toward (he Bouse As har mather
bDacked the schoolbus inte the drivewsy
Mrs Abodes yelled franticslly at her

Mrs. Bargor didn® heas

Then 1 wis 109 late. The cloud wirh (1
swirling torrenis of ran and dehris eo
galfed the farm Mrs. Rhodes dived be
Mnd & chalr with her psterin-daw, Mrs
Dale Barger and their two small chil
dren.

The wind lut the barm first, shattering
M 0 smiheronna. 1 tosw the roof fram
the house, exploded the howse traller
demolished the Bargeny' 1973
Killed two cows Within e
wods, .

There =as nothing left of that ]
er,” sars M. Barger's msband, Kenneth
sho commuiet (0 Intermational Harves
ter'y plast in Lewiaville each day 'We
had a little Corvair that »e never did
fiead ™

The wind howted the schouibus from
the ground Like & chumey Wokile

11 just picks wp whatever i1 wanis
Doesn t matier how big it " he sy "It
peked 1hat bes up and esrried o 300
yarde into that field aver there My wile
was bn ¥ 3l the e Wheo (1 landed (he
bws ikidded another 106 yards sr s

Teagse By ﬂ B

There wasa't nething left of it but the
chassis and the mwler” Barger sy
There wasa't 3 speck of yellow any
wivere ”

Mrs. Barger, hor body cut and battered
was thrown clear of the wreckage.

“She Jouked like 3 glod of mud all
ralled ap m 3 ball whyn they found her
rocalls ane rescuer
an't anybody that
live.” says Xenncth Barger.

She did Alter almost three months in
e hoepital, she retirned home

theaght she'd

Don't sk me whal hagpened tha
day " Mrs. Barger says. “l1 can'l temem-
ber a thing

"] guwess | was im worse rhape than
snyone around bere that lived.” she says
as the stamds in her backyard beside a
newly rebeilt harm “Guess | wis tos
mean to die™

She pauses, staring across the road W
the Geld where har schoolbus fanded A
stff wind ripples through ber halr Thete
i3 2 scar on Ber neck

1t Jast wean't my Ume o go,” she saya

The tormade, the first and desdliest of
27 that would hit Kentucky that day. first
louches] down ot 230 pm. near Tar Fork
i Breckinridge County, 28 miles from
Ihe Barger hame A radio annosocer In
Hurdizneburg spotted it M 345 pm. and
\elephoned the National Westher Service
1= Lousville A few minuies later a state
trooper et 1rvinglon reporied s samalar
nghung

Meteorvloguis had been an the lookout
far funnel dlouds since two days before
when ¢ twister rampaged through Camp

Bellaburg, Ky, Lilling one person. This
usie appeared ar & thundersterm with 3
folibook cloud. s frequent sign of & devel-

oping tersade, on the Natjonal Weather
Servsve's  radar  screen 3t Standiford
Fleld

33 pm. a teleprnnder bulletin
oft for Meade County: TOR-
ES REFORTED NEAR HARDINS
AND THREE MILES NONTH-
OF INVINGTON ARCUND 3:45
NORTHWEST ABOUT

BUNG
WEST
PM MOVING
5 MPH TORNADO WARNING 1S IN
EFFECT

WMMG, Brandenbarg's only radie sta
tion. dada L subscribe o the NWS weather
wirs »t the time (it does now), and the
only people 1n town whe heard the warn.
Ing were thewe listerung to Loulgville
LAl sona

Meaawhile. the tormade, with winds
from 100 \e 200 mibes 3n hour, churned
scross  rural Beeckinndge and  Mesde
countivs. apliatering trees like toothpicks,
bartermg farmhounses and burns, knocking
down willny Jines 1t spun & bus with 13
wchondehildres sboard off a road (none
were injured) snd damaged about @
bomes near [rvington 1t Nattened five
houses and trasiers mear the Barger home
o Midweay

At 407 pm Hill Byrae, sn anneuncer
at WMMG, wandered sutside the station’s
oifice aboat & mile and 3 half from
Rrandenburg and spotted an approaching
fusnel cloud He rushed to the station's
controd rmom.

We ve jpotted s tornade heading for
the sation” he sand on the air. “We're
guing sff 1he air andd laking covert”

Moments later. 1he statien went dead,

It was Brandenburg, Ky. in the cover
photo by Beyan Mom. But i was dosens
of other communities, towns and cities i
Keatueky, Indiana and 11 ether sintes
after the unparalleled suibreak of tor-
nadees that began April 3. 1974 Thas
outbroak, which the Natnomal
Service calls the worsi
148 1wmadoes that kifled 315 persans
71 of them in Kentocky and 49 in In-
diana, They wreaked morn than $200
million damage in Kentucky and Indiana
alome. The numbers are impeesaive. Bai
maore impressive. though maostly unteld,
are the stories of the peaple wha endur
ed thar day of wragedy
seme of those peogple and their vories

Wenther

wrs

in b

-

Here then are

By Bill Peterson
Photographed by Frank Kimmel

eeyy just wasn’t
my time to gu.”

Maorihn Bueger

s 0-foot tawer destivgesd By ihe wind

Roy Nealur war meoding 8 mewspaper
in hs white, clapbourd home wn XY 79
near the center of dewntown Hreedes
burg

“We @idn't have any waraing,” he says
"My wife and | wete Just siting Dore like
any alterncon. Al of & sudden 1here was
this poise like a locomative Our side win-
dows blew wut and all 15y suf! went fy-
fog throogh the ceom A two-lyfour it
that wall over thers

Neafus sheok bit pnow «hite hesd siow
ly & he spoky
! hardly [ike te tulk abowt 0™
he said hesitan It strkes you s0 you
don't even know what Nappened 11 took
my reafl off Blew away my garage and
ny fence [ broke down that beg tree
over thers pod knocked oul 31} our win
dowy and Lighee

Actually. Neatus
lucky. Before the

whe i reured, was
furmade resched he
place, It Ieveled Ala Dugan's beduty
salon (Ale ond 3 cuMomer died) the
Meade Counly Nural Elecizical Conpera
tive, and alivost ung ele In a
path

A home two doory awuy from Neafus
place was destroyed The Applegate
English Foerd Ageacy. half 3 block sway,
was flurtened Frogiown. Brandenburg's
black ares. literaily dueppeared

"1 lovked vat there and all the houses
were gooe.” Neatus waye It more ur lem
paralyzes jeu 1o 'hink what heppened
l‘l'l 3 thousand wonders thet I'm stull

etery

bere

Leck Crayerofi 53 had Been shopping
with hiz mothersnlaw and was setlng
grovery begs om e Luichen tabhle when
Bis Bouse on Wesnz Hill ‘exploded.”

"1 blowed up ™ he Td lways
heard they exploded but | sever believed
I Bat it eeally did esplode It made a
bambing suund The walls were biown
sutwerd, not s 11 sucked cestent




March 30, 1975, The Courier-Journal & Times:

“%1 couldn’t tell wh
couldn’t tell where
any of my neighbors were,

biocks owt ol e Dasemmoot wall thiee
rows down

Craycrolt  grabbed his moelberahdaw
hy the hand and rushed 1o haserment
stept. They made 0 Rallway down the
Matry

Then thowe sirps wenl right up in the
alr,” he re We rode them for a
splin cond

The wind wacknd the sieps and the two
helpless niders higher in U abr. Tike »
varuum sleaner. ¥ a momend, Crayeralt
t hapd fast. Then

deliris She spun Jouse

weant salling throogh the air
VWO Nivers

will think | went feef first ™
¢! course, | was knocked kinda
Y feel dike T 1umbled ot
he mde against s Ditie
right away, But the tail
pado L me agmn and

held hie mothern<
L wt Wit by

be fountd

Me wind hdd wd hom ) urds. He
remuaned comsvreus e enlile 4

of West HY v of Biwndens

wt subetantial resifeniol areas

fone T wete uprosted homes

(13 ) rumizled uy e guan

Cin Wt moiher law wis

1 sod Dlesding he hiked Ralf &

milp 10 the Meads County REA olfiwee,

searching for bis wile The bullding was

destroped. hut Ahe survived
! ury mom's gone,” he told her
“T held on te her v loang e | could

She's gose Tverything o gnne

Ihe coretakor ot Phillips
wrel sent By wils
inta the bdasement =
ed Bl e vtayed up-

Roy Fadgelt
Mamosial Baptut
md teo chidres
the slurm app

stairs i ha deurywareid Sedfordsions
rancobouse
Fve beard there storm warmngs all

All their homes were gone. 29

Key Podpent

never heen
woking out

my hfe” be expiana, “1d
alrmd of them | mood thers
toward the church It got awfully dark
The wind blow Jarder snd harder. I gwt
5o bad 1 couldn’t see Lhe house aczreds the
street. Things were {lying everywhere

Padgett belateitty ran for the basmmen!
He Rad made it down Uhres stups when
the wind seemed 0 grab bim by (he arm

e He yrasped the railing and held on
for his e

"I kfted me up Kinda bouncing me
up aid down Jike & yoyo " he says

11 let wp lor » second sod [ dropped
down o0 the basement Seemed 0
me, it ook forever for it 1o Kow ever
Dut they axy it luzted anly & minule and
s halt”

Wher M ended, Padgett peervd from

Walt Paste Wy Sraen Mas

the Lasemen! in & dave. “Everything s

gone,” he recalls tellng his wite
"1 couddn™t tell whete any of my nesgh
bors were " he s All thewr beames
@ Jusl can't describe 1.

wers goae 3

Padgeit's saninlaw, Rubert Morris
-~ rushing bomne in b piekap truck
when the tornado rsmsed snin West Hill
Terrified, he lay down 00 the truck floar

The wind bowuted the vebacle into the awr,




March 30, 1975, The Courier-Journal & Times:

ee) got hit ... on the head.
First thing I knew, they
were digging me out.9?

Arnoid Hutcherson

€% When I looked around,
across the hill, there weren’t
any buildings left.2?

Jumer "Red™ English

lipgped It onto ene side and pushed It 20
yards alang the ground before leaving it
upright with Morris wnharmed

Pedgett and his familly had survived,

But e tornado ok a3 hesty toll o
Green Strect.

Ten persans wore | 1he frame duplex
next door 10 the Padgetis Seven of them
were killed, including Mrs. Martha Son
ad her three young sons, whe ware
prighborhood favorites There ware six
Other deatha on the grivel, snediock
Mreet

Mry Katherine McQuary waa in the
middle wf Wwer Wednemlay sllerneen
piana jessons with threa third graders

“Ome af the girls was playing ™ she re
calls “We were busy and didnt sutics
)y thung ususual goung on

But the lirst thing | knew, thery was
this terribile roar, Lke 3 freight train
snahing mnto our house. Then the Bhouse
began W pop, | ran to the fruat dooc 1o
hold 1t shut and todd the girls 1o bead for
the basemant

Her vwsee quizkens 38 she tontinnes

“1 aw the wall snd upstairs window
bresking apart.” she says. “The frout win-
Gow beoke and glass flew nght ot where
we'd et standing. Someone's Dathyosm

sink crashed through the roeof upstairs
And the whole Douse poxt door rammed
inte ours.”

Her three stodenty weran't injured

"They all took it pretty well,” says Mra
McQuary. “Afler it was over aoe litthe
eir] came up and ssid, ‘11 jooks ke Moth
er Nature & mad at ua.' "

Meade County Judge Jomes E Greer
Wil uaconcerned when secrelaries s the
courthuuse at the foot of Main Street told
him of the torssdas wurnings, A feemwer
schoolinacher whore hakr war alowly
turning gray, Gresr had deen in office
only four mamthe Women, he thought to

himself, overresct o these things He
wonldn't panic
Greer noochalantly fipd

cassion with & man whe wa
Weense and made 4 phose #all from b
otface ont the second floor of the newly
remndeied courthouse

He then wandered downstaics where
soveral women had guthered in an old
storage veult. Others milled nervously
aboul. He peered out the glass court
house door up Main Sirvel. It had the
Usual look of sm old rivertown that had
ptens botlar days

Dut sometliing was different

“1 hesryl 3 rumbling in the distamce™
Greor says. "It kept getting lowder and
lewder ™

The jodge ducked into an interior door
way, grabbang two Irightened wooven

The windows beoke, the geiling fell
My shondder was hit™ he nayx “The more
the wind blew, the barder [ sqocezod
hore women We really couldnt see what
foing on. Then all of & sudden, ov-
srything got quiet.”

He possed in his narrative, shaking hie
head slowly

Then | looked outside 1t was » sight
I coaldnt believye All the dmildings |
could see were flat. Cars were acattersd
everywhere, jvat smashed. Treea and light
pates were all acrom the read. It was
awiul”

The second flaor of the coarthoose,
wiich had overlooked the Ohio, was gone

Armmold
death

He was across Main Street in his in
surance agency when the devastation be
. He had beard the warnings on the
rabie and telephoned his wife, warning
her to "take cover”

He noticed an ol customer. Hobert
Uressel, Dressel's wife aod asother wom-

Hutcherson narrowly missed

AR getting into o car sutinde He beckoned
them into his inoer office

“About then the wind started blowing
[ saw 3 whole tree sail by (he frunt. There
wis rain and debrie everywhory, Then
the front window poppel Our concretle
biock Iding expioded. 1 got bt on the
right ndle of the head

It Raocked me usconssious.  First
thing [ knew, they were diggng me oul

They carrind e 10 the clifie on top of
a door.

Dressel, & Mullraogh busisessman and
city oountilman. hel les Hutcher
san e He Rilled

L ware sihuw o wihow .

son ays. “They figury he wn
Jumes “Ned” English sod sll the em
¢ { Applagatn-Englah | agency

ployeos of
i e Sesomant whan
boiling op in the West *
w) the »
emerged

ar overhea

‘You oam't v
onked,” saye En
conversationalist
tered wilh
whole bui '
hund. We lost everything except
onstraters

Whasn 1 Jooked around, acro
there weren't any buildings lef

the hall,
* he con.

Limues, pointing to a hillside 500 yarde
away Everything was  gone  houses,
fences, trees My resction wus o get up

tharn and pee |f we could help 1 comld
see there wasn't anything | cowid do for
mysedl”

‘Tt was the mest depressing thing 1
eyer aw

For a few long minutes, an eotie ralm
settled over Brandenburg The torsado
crossed the Okio River and blew itseld
out over Buck Creek in Herrison County,

Ind Then, a2 sucvivors gicked heir way
from the delris, » drizzling raln Degan
to fall

Srandenburg had been dealt 3 deadly
bow. In & fow minutes, Ma Maln Street
and two residential sectiona Bad been
wiped oal. Thirty-one persons had been
killed Another 150 wore imjured Damuge
eilimaten Bave run e high as 519 million

‘I Jouked a2 it and | wanted 0 eory”
Gov, Wendell Ford said when he visited
the nexa day

What the governor called
the mest irsgie doy in the
Kontacky" had begun

“probably
Ristory of




March 30, 1975, The Courier-Journal & Times:

Unknown 1o the people of Branden-

barg sod. for & Lime. even weaihermen, &
savage seri of tornadocs had already
tampaged scrass Sowtherm Indiana leav-
Ing a trall of death and destruction.

A staty trooper spotied the first be.
tween Marenge and Lesveswarih, not far
from the Kentucky border, 11 moved
naribeastwurd throegh billy farm coun
try, chewmg wp irees otility poles. mo-
bile homes and small lowna in (13 path

At 230 pm, W ecrossed the southern
outskirts of the lny tows of DeFauw,
killing one persom and crushing homes.
Half an hour later. |t wiped oot 2 block of
Homes and a trabler park aleng US 100
soulhwest of Palmyra Eidting aa elderly
wornan. Al 2 13 p ., i ywooped into Mar.
tinsburg, & crosrroads wwa of 100 in
Washinglon nty. then headed for Bor-
dum, whore (i flattened all bat two of the
3 homes on Dwivy Hill defery blowing
itanll pat betwe Banker Hill and New

Liberty
Within misuiay, another, evem mnre
deadly tormado sprang to life southwest

of Maryaill
County, Ind
howies and
But the storm reserved
firy for the picturesgue and
otz of anover and Madison
Lanks of the Ohis River

It left Hanover = shambiey, A TShome
subdivipon snd several schooh aod busi
nessed were destroyed. The caxmpus of
Hanover College, reghrded a3 obe of the
mo® picturesgoe in the nation, was rav
sged. The college reporred damages of
$10 million sod claimed that B per ceat
of the trees oo il grounds were sprocted
or splintered

hesding toward Jelferson
It destroved 3 number of
farms oatside tiny Chalwes
1tx mest brutal
historie
on the

Moving toward Neorth MNadoon where
0 Killed twe the swirling twiser clawed
Aa way through Happy Valiey 1t left the
Clhifty Creek Power Plant looking lide a
pile o aghetts and Clefry Falls State
Park & mass of fallen trees

Then, losing atrength. i1 moved 1oward

Clhina snd Cansan

As It died, twe mpew tornsdocs were
born. One maved through Besr Branch
the other swring through Northern Ken-
tucky belors endiag in » downpour nesr
Cincinnaty

The goul vulbresd
Indians history — sarpessing
Prim Sunday tormadoes of 8%
begun

By 8 pm at least 20 lormadees in the
Hoosier state would kill 40, njare 768
and damage 5506 homes (o 39 cousiied
Destraction totaled 510 million in Jeffer
son County alose, and the county re
corded nine deaths

Hundreds of lives had been altered

ol tornadess in
even the
Led

Doa Marelip

He s tall and sleoder with the sales
mau's gff of zah He swears that tweo tor
nadoes compe over the watertower al Mar
tmabyrg the sflerncon of April 3 He was

wurking 1 Blly Marti=» Furniture
Store 1 the center of tawn ot the Lime

There wasn't an arnad ubout a
tornado around here he save 1 know
there wat & Lad Morm coming Suppote
everynns dod 1t wos real dark ow!

Hazelip saw the lannel clauds appraarh
wier the

Aboutl that tume the windows went
bt I hut e dech and started
' g the back of the building

¥ arting, 1 mever saw 2 bay

pet humsble so quick So did |

We got under the desk and started
praving wal the searsden fme of my
life

Hantly & butlding i tows was left un
damaged Gravestom were averturmod,
trees shattered The roof and walls of the
town's fire department buikding collypsed
arsund smergency wolucles Ope womsn
was thrown Mo & tree. Some 14 penwoms
wure injured

"1 saw 2 (wohraux vome through the
window.” Haselip recalls. "It went all the
way through a couch in the showream

Billy kept saywng, ‘1 wonder how my
bttde girl i 1 wonder how my litle gig)
"

“"He wen! runming down lhe sireet
when It was pver 1L was pitiful what had
happened Lo the lown I'm nol saying

A Most
Tragic Day

we were worse hit than anyplace elie
But forf our slae we were very hard hat."

Determined 10 get Iwip, Haselip rushed
o the outdkirts of townm, climbing over
debris m the roadway. Me met Washing
tonn Couniy Sheriff Clyde Nichols, who
tad beard tarsade reparis and headed
Ihat way, ot the epdge of towm. Up the
road, Haselip ran (ol seversl slate tro0p-
ers

Cotme to Martinsburg,” he recalls tell
Ing them “We've bkad 2 Lerrible disaster
We've got 5 Jot of people hart™

Larry Geiflith

Short, curly-halred.
cocky. Sixteen years old

He had heard warnings of an approach
ing storm but was in a hirry to deliver
bandies of the Madison Courier to car
riees. Ho called hix mother, Nz C H
Gruhith, before heading hia van {for Hamo.
ver. “If anyihing happens to me" he told
her. "take good care of my cycie™

He was parking in the driveway of the

happygolucky

glndiana

Wayne Harrisom home on Jackson Lane
in Hanover whea he spotted the Lortnde

*“I saw the trees and everything elte
coming toward me." he says, "1 pould
plainly see that it ws a fusnel and W
looked Dke i was coming right at me.”

Larry felt the wind lift the van from
the groand. He hod a bundie of news-
papers in hu band Lhat he intended to
Joave ot the Hamilton place

1 dropped the papers and ran for the
howse,”™ he s)r "1 oid see the lrem
rwirking in the air.™

The glass door to the house was locked
Larry bapged at it He was frantic

“Then | kicked the bottem pane out
and crawled through (6" be recalls with.
out an ouncs of emotion i= his soice. ]
went for the hasement. Nrs. Hamikon
teld me 1o got wp Against the wall She
gave me & plllow to hoid over my besd ™

The tornado siruck the hiwse seconds
Iater

“ft sounded like a giant vacuum clean.
ot bhe says T heard this ermthing end
anging 1 looked up aod saw the aky

6 it was coming right at us,
I panicked. | jumped up

and started running.%?

Gonige Likenrehik

The whole house had dbappearsd. There
was thia Ing bale might over wa

1 thaght it was all aver for e
thinking, “What the bell am 1
horw™ "

Larty was unscarted Bul he was
shocked st what the torusdo had dene
“k Jooked Lke a bulidoqer bad driven
over ani leveled pverything.” he sayx

It was almost two bours before Laity
reached homne "] was never 5o refieved in
my whole life," Mz, Grilfith say»

1 hepl
doing

Goorge Liivarchid
Me had oo busness beng cought et
siide in the middie of 2 lornade.

Dut he is » distance man wiry, hand
sothe. Intense — and stubdars. Me bolis
the Hanover College record for the 5

mile. To uoderstand him and what by was
doing April 3, yoa have to understand
gistance rumnars and (he particular code
they eperste under.

Likvarchik, » junter from Portuge, tnd
who wanls to beczute & lawyer had been
writing 3 critigue of Moby Dick for a
litarature class uniil Gary Green
distance ranner, pereadad Bim W 2
for a workout at 215 pm, 45 mmutes
eurlior than usual

Hanaver had 3 meet scheduled with
arch-rival Esribam College that weekend
Both runners wantsd (0 0 well in 1t

They were mydway Lhrough their seven




nule workout when
sal
erver

it degan o rain, then
Asyone else wueld have hestlod for

flance man

Atpone whe m Inta this sport runs in
kind of westher " Lilvaretik saye

owr distance temm would

Bot sl a &

uny
‘Mutt anyone
have hept puing

They decsdod 30 and thesr swrkout with
s werier of 2yard dashes woumd the
radisen track As thay reunded The Brst
corve in the half-mide nval, the siren ot
e Hasever Volumteer Fire Department
went off amd they spetied a fuonel cleud
churning 1weard them

Good God! It's & turnady'”
recalis yelling ot Ms partner

The two rumnery sprinted for a neacby
dilch and lay Oat. Libvarchek lifted hin
bead

T saw il way delinilely 3 tornado ™ he
save. "I jooked like K wis ceming nght
al w2 | panicked | jumped up and started
runeing *

Lidvarchik

Greent caugM bim alffer o short dis
tanee. gradbed Wis wrm and srdercd him
mte & shallow washout, barely large
enough for e two of them, They
wrapped their hands arvund & watecpipe
and | ugh

e lookerd nanwathed, a5 the
whipping uil (gmted explonsons of hrown
meoke and large splintered fragmenis
Livavarchik r wrote m the rollege
slomms magezine. The Hanoverian i
continued doxp tha main vreet of tows

resembling an
churamg up huge
fragmeats whike
e ™
I b

fashioned steam engme
hillows of umoke and
wing s uncharied

(5 hoad im \he mud and
pray.” he recalls as be revisit
It swessed ke houns sad howry
1 looked up and could see large
fragrents of trees (n the sir. Behind =
1he sionmn lences ardund the tennes courts

smayed t ahd forih hke a wing in the
wind The fence finally fell, bur miseed
s

We put 0or army uver oor beads and

hung oo to

had.™

hst prpe wilh sverything we

torsady ripped through & nesrby
court, crumpling mebile homes
foil, wre oolx from campos bulld

faculty homer. and leveled

Happy Valley. & collegeowned woonds

L thought the world
had ended and God had left
just a little place for me.29

When we sised wp and Inoked arwumd
we knew wa were lucky o be alive " Lib-
carchik says

Patrolman Sieve Wilson

He 1s & conacientious young cop, whom
friends in the Madison, Ind. Police De
partunent good-maturedly call “read bog"
n recognition of his girth

He was one of two petrolmen an duty
im the oily the sfterneon of April 3, By
345 p ., e was two hours into his shift
He bad snawered ane call — & dumestic
quarrel — and was hankering for arton

Me had heand warnings of vurmm Wrew
ing in the Southwest. Curwe he hesded
his patrol car westward toward Hanover
on Ind S8 He had parked near the Mad)
sa8 sewer piant when he saw the formade
hit Hanover College, sending
dobtira spiraling inte the ar
He watched ¥ from the campus
hio, tveched the Kem
turned back.™ he re-

ealls the r1 waler went
sraight up I= sl The whole river
wen! up, There r ar high s the

smakedtacks y Croek power

Some wilnewses reported that the tor
sacked o much waler [froms the

Ohse River that they could soe (he river
butines. Although Wilson dowsnt dismise

mech reporta, he didnY see it

Huwover, he'd swoen enough 1o decide to
move. Fast. "1 1old them over Lhe radix
1t looka like & Tidal wave coming st we,'
tried i@ outron iL*

He hesded back toward Madison, hia
pablic addrogs syrlem blaring warning:r to
passershy, But it was too late

‘Trees staried to L2l behind me. The
tormado kept coming at me. [ knew there
wes o woncrele bridge up the road |

Helen Burh

pulied off west of it and staited running
1 thaught | eowld make 1t 10 that bridge
But the wind came up Wwhind me aod
jast picked me up. It threw me over the
ment. [ thought 7 wias about to die
It was ke some bad dude had given me a
toms. | landed mn a bateh of homeysackie
That's the naly thing thal saved me
“Then 4 hig billbeasd fell oo top of me
{ thought | was finhed Hut somehow |

i down the embaskiment Into the
ereek.”

Wilien, & second-vesr oan an the Madi
swon ferce. scrambled through the water

%0 the bridge abutmuent He st there, wet
and pulfing o the tornade sucked trees
wp by their roels, smashed mto the CINy
Creek Power Flant snd beaded up the
billside teward Clifty Falls State Park,

Me vonld see he bad 8 Joog night of
ruicue work abead of him

Mex, Helen Baak

sed to think you had 1o waerk all

W get ahead ™ she wighs In her

US Department af Mousing and Urtan

Development trader. "BSut 1 not worth
w"

The April 3 tamade esnvioced M
Bush of that She firmly belleves that
Ged saved her from death durmg he

orm %0 she could wse her Nife “tp belp

other poople ™

For 21 years, she sod her hubdand,
Kennoth “Bock™ Bush, opersted the Buah
Geucery an Green Sireet im one of the
aldest buildimgs in North Madisoo. They
worked dawn 1o dusk seven days a week,
4500t take a ungle vacstion, built »
steady chentele, temodeled the spartment
above the grocery, began to grow old

Sickness had dealt harshly with Mres
Bash, 60 in recent years She had devel.
sped beart trouble and rheematold arth

s Walking became diffienlt But she
had retained 3 Lively twinkle in her Bael
gray eses and a ready smile

She was lmishing & miduflernoon bath

i1 almost wen: out of the weorld Lhe
skmne way 1 came in — naked” she new
sayy wilh 2 grin ) abow! the Lme her
husbund wandered outside and spotted a
funnel cloud bearing dowe On the gro.
cery

“Buck coudda't get up 0 warm me
There wasn't tme. S0 | was upstsin
alope when It hil e recalls  She

shakes hes headl woefuily ws she rpedis
“He hd downataiey in the walkin freeser
Seamied %0 me [ wae up thece 13 or 20
years befors I wan over

Threwing a bothrobe srsund her
Bush hobbied Into & storage room al the
roar of the ballding The walls shook

“The Lght fixtures were acting like 2
enl when be gets mad — spitting sut afl
over the plate™ sbe sayn “Somerhing
told me to 20 in that room.

“1 didat kpow what was happenng. |
theught God war destruying the wueld
vobody wanmis tu die Y want 10

lve s much an 1he seat pery

The apartnent wells crumbled arvend
ber. Wind socked the furnishings from
the bouse Newthy bomes snd autos dis

appeared

YW st everything.” Mrx Sush sayn

“I'd nev Bern in sech » termible ex
pacience in all my lfe Bul sameone wis
with me ! kaew God was pre
It oas Just me and God up Lhere in
spartinent. TU had s be him that saved
me ™

Tears cowe 1o het
She geotly pals ber wavy red hawr

1 thought the world had ended and
God had lef! Jert a lLitle place for m
she sayx “But then kzow, 1 eant
walk very well I staried thinkisg, “You
reckon I'm the only one left in the worid
ond 1 ram't got down from heee!

The grcery was utterly demolished.
And mest af the Bushes' costomnry as
imed the couple had boen killed Hes.

ey A she wpesks

cuers. hawever, iound buth of them
shaken but net serinasly (sjured

Rumers of their destht  pervisted
though Severs] days laler, Mrs Beshs
hushand ealled the Madwson Couirfer, the
lotal daity mewspaper. They printed a
story the mext duy. The Dt paragraph

faid
“Buek Faibh lives — pam It o
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A Most
Trage Day

(ur & Suny
be rmady
STELBE
At whe ooked
play guard fur the FloBurge
extare On Miomdey, he il bees oo

w3 SuRmy S0
atifed wring

onesws and B Gull dtales. Wien the
M, dry air Trom the Wt collided with

™ Be South gver the
eyt thees
o produ

i sd Mis

ainl

™ Wi OF
Tiwy warsl swidle wa
i Iy
ime Roeves 2l his o o the
It esdeletnison
Made e way % e
plessant mewly remed-
wesnd ooy of the
secrnieal. the ared s e
wlready tegun o chwan
m iodaana

B4 the place manming sd  owver
orel” A MY

Mem

ARes rovpwing the Gay s weathey e
1. Retvm refleved uetencodegin Kd
dnmn w Job rogld prepars e
eelder o A for Thurvisy During
¢ duy, Juinsen led Beoed severe
mider watohes fur Lawserille ot 1028
125 and 254

Mpm.

Newves (ssumt souther severs wruther
Mah the Ofih for the day. Jle lvsed &
eth al 347 bet G Wealler Service s
sanvern bad become 3 threstensog
dibouk cloug thae Sovesed vver Brevk
négy Councy, 45 sy sosthwsm of
siviile. i Uhe westher rader seraen

Sem

Alser taw coadirnmed sighings of 3 fun
A clowd. Neeves harmeddy weced b
o Wrnedo warning of the day. 1hia soe
» Brwvdenburg sl Mesde Caurty

Pam

Alzsel We Tisadenburg norm  was
wting for Jetisvon Comaty, Heeves
aed Up Me red telepbone that 00
i Dulense sareim ot 39 loceismm
awr

Dustng the neat 18 ousutes, ha ewed
O WORTE R0 NImInRES Therw was an
W Uwm Tutedes wew lorm
il arew

1P Burwert. reownor of Geneval Rab
e Supply Cu beard ose of the wermmgs
vey the madie ot she Watterausg Towers, 2

5 Louisville

3 Sandiferd Fleld where he was
a custnber Borsett bad spost
years in ORwlrtama and krew

mile tr
mottls
s erhl

Gemage Tnrradies could cause
§le waptoond

"3

e

ot

secund Dose Blodd of lasghing o o

My

Resves mishied 1o the Weather Serviems
cbesrvalion oot whith overiooka the
pderd Faald, with his s

it 1 maght b sbie 10 tew the
AMINg e sars

chind  metwaruiegiel ot
A Was brosdessiing 3 bive
AS redie from A Maic-

TR TUEm coneele
The wind war teally 1eg w@. Rocka
wore Tlymg apainmt  the wi w"
T ol o W :

rle permarmet
ol talking te the Last se¢

Uye ot 10 o
gloncel 0wt & windiw on i8e
wliwr tide of the torstinal

“That's whon the clovel piched 3p iSe
rad o Fresdon R y

s pm
™he tarnado &
and Supply

aneral Mubber
using 5240000 s dam
re ™ mjuries. perhags
iy warning phane call

Lauin oo, the d
the Acdion Loungs, & I
hewrd 3 deafoning roar

Musell asd several sihersy yelled "Fiz
{he Moor? T deve woder the srchway o
e Josnge wilh 19% wornen

Wa dodn't 2ave Ume o do smytheng
#lse It tore the roof off and the sorage
shod down like 2 belldener Iy e
thing notody san deserite

castoner Bedtd Osborae’s sccount

“The wurst thing abouyt M w1 slapped
for & deisk om the wiy home s bour
|ater e savd “They woulda t el me in,
Thay said (day were ased

Lacoy Jackwon was dictaling & leiter 10
his sezretiry in the Jachson The Ca
Myoss Fresion Street

It gt Moek rtgnt quack” he sy “We
ww the baibimg szuey the areet ool
lopue, bul the clood scomed W e & 11
came 3t -

Jackaon ran % the back of s shop,
sttampting Lo open & lowding doar

“The wind blew our roof eoff sl
deupped mw Sewn m ihe Desestont * he
L

LM pm

Landa Bock. & frecidedsend L2 swareid
with wite rimaed glasses, sculdnt oo
vioww her father bt & Yormedo wis com.
ieq

I was eryeg and yeling ot him do
open the Geor so the howse WOl ex-
peode b But he kegt sydg, Uy
ooly 4 reinetorm, dont werry "

Linda, ber parems, ber (we Sisters and
her brother badidled (o the basement of
theer white, fresse heuse & 2007 Pendell
a the tarosde mowved over  Audubon
Park o besrlly wooded residental asm
Tress wers apeooted, putters abd sonn
winceas ngged off. windows shetiered

The furmel which had bees traveltag
at rewlop besght swooped dewn o8 e
N0 bioek of Soss Lane. Mitanyg the vl
from the Audetur Haptist Charch

Gemolishing twe wings of the Jobm J

©%] hit the place running
and never stopped.??

Pravidd Noeres

e e

e % Customers dove down

behind the counters.??
Chris Denni
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& told them

to take cover.9?
J P, Barmeix

down

ters.2?

1+ Downisen
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Schwal,  which

“11 only lasted

But in et tiew, i mangled the houwse
lke 3 pant egghenter. Only ste exterior
wall remained sanding The Bock famuly
oouldnt move back wniil Febraary

0 pom.

Kasckiag down lroes like they were
bowling pime. the twivier moved Marth.
eoslward hrough George Rogers Clark
Park snd Calvary Cemetery

The scene reseeabled thaye earlier in
Brandendurg and Seuthern Indiana The
Gitference: This was Kentucky's most
densely populsted urban area and the
l‘:un was flirusg wieh thousands of

..

Nemarkably. it derected much of s fary
o pwoes and pork land missing
noarly rowdential arear

Al pm.
Paul Bowles &1 3 security gosrd, wig
sting » late sflaroson sandwich

“1 il the window snd saw 3
metal root blowing by, he remembem.
“Then 4 teee il sl s garage weat
saling aceom the alley

Bowles rushod toward he basement,
e, “The weoion blew me down the
sieps 11 knocked me about half goofy
. Speaioed my ankle laid me up for
shoul three weeks ™ Hall a block away,
the lormada almost seonped Mrs. Phrils
Barnett, X1 and her two children off
Bonnycastie Avenuve

She had heard 3 watning om television
and wis Murrying scrom (he Kieel Lo ber
patents’ place whem her mother, M.
Virginia Humes. saw her.

“The tomedo wis ngin behind Phyllia
and the childeen, about ready to grab
thesn * Mrs. Humes says “But (hey dida't
see it We yelled Pnyilia frose ™

Cl.mdc “Dac” Humes charged from the

scotped wp hia  grandchuldren,
Jdl 1, aod Teress, 7, and rushed back
insde. Phyllis ot bis deels

“They wers slmost  lrapped” Mre
Hames says “By the tune we got to the
basement. it was all over They'd made M
by the skin of their teeth They could
have been killed

il pom

A recording by the Grateful Dead,

roseck wie blari insede Km
42 Bardstown i

"We didnl Know aevihing was coming.
We d¥dnt hear any warmeng Or roet.”
says Chois Demnison 32, 30 employe om
duty that day “AM of a jodden. all the
glam blow out Cintomers dove down be-
hind the counters One gl Lried Lo bold
e door She was bbown halfway acrvss

Fow cecords wers damaged Dol about
00 worth of “wmoking papers.” wsed lo
oll marijuana cigareites. blew away,

Gl pam,

Rocks, piecws of maling. sod tree limbs
were Burling through the window of
Bauer's Candiss, 1584 Hardstown R4,
when Mrs Harriett Newlon beard a
SCToMm,

It wsa from Mrs. Anna Maye Pearce, 2
to-worker, in the rear of Lhe #or=

“There wasn't aything 1 could do antil
the wind died down.” Mrs, Newloa says.
“Then she came ol of the knchen with
Mood sirvaming down her face "My God'
lma.u!n bow sm | going to get her 10

Around the cormer. 3 Ruge tree had
fullon o Mrs Newlon's car Bardetown
Baad wad o shumbies Win trees and
uillity poles dowm and storefroata
wreckod, it Josked like 3 jungle of wire
and beoken glas

A man staggerod by from a tavern snd
sffored help “He was w0 druok he didn’
worne” Mra

Jaffarsonville

DOWN TOWN‘%‘
LOUISVILLE

AR B ATEVE DR

Mrz. Pearce’s wounds Turved oot Lo be
mioor head sots,

G2 pm.

The storm was nol witheut its toaches
of humor—or It embarrassing moments

Just ack Mrx June Richardsoa, who
call hersel! ““the grandma streaker™ She
wis nbayh( 2 iy bble-bath vh;‘« her

Dale, wreamed:  “MOther!
m'"

M Richardeon, 3 petite and youthlul
looking mother of five, ignored the coll
She'd heard & a thousand times befors

But 3 moment later come 2 second mall;
“There's » tornado coming'’

Without throwing so much as 2 towsl
around bersell, Mea. Richardson lnrd
{rom the tub and ram downstairs in her
large, comfortable home on Eastern Park
way near Chervkes Fark

When she reoched the busemsent she

rumu were miming.
'r» my God.' snd ran back Lo
nc'.md floar,” Mrs Richordeon re-
were lm 4 bedrvom and okay,
M | wasnt sure U everyone was »it
basement. Sa | raa down

aoul later, 3 she surveyed
o Eastern Parkway from
e

" abe say
m pulxvnluu

'h was quiet for a4 second” saps
abde. "“Then thers was

of 2 hydrogen bomb explading every 2
secoods, smashed into Cherokes Park
Hendreds of beeches, oaks and sycar

more. sonse more then 100 3 00, wurs
Jeft mauled, pinched in half, their
The park was left & hideous
skeleton of its former self, 3000 tans of
debris skattered ot ita Oear
Van der Walde wstched the funoel
move scruss the park from has second-
floor spartment at A8 Eastern Parkway

"I owas 3 Yervible, depressing sight.” he
ways with a beavy accent. “I felt ke part
of the neighbochood was dying
“a

o
Dick Gilbert, the WHAS radin traific
tracker, followed the twistor scrons east.
orn Louisville. His live hroadcwmats wers
later credited with saving dosens of lives

When he reached Crescent Hil, where
he  frew up Galbert raud

<« . This ks » desaster sres sut here |
can't even begin W deseribe to you the
damage thet this has made | My old
homestead hece — Peonsylvana Aveoue
e i uh Peansylvania Avenue and Hill.
crest are Just about wi owt here ot
Frankfort Avenus 1 went right be-
tween Barret Jusior High Schoo] and the
Baptist yeminary and just wiped ever-
thing out. Roofs, treen, the who! .
This aren s 20 Joager an effective com-
munity ™

Edward Ficka, 78, was in the living
o of hiz home at 100 Pennsyivania
Ave, where he'd lived alome since his
wife died in WTO.

“The only thing ! saw was this ald, big
black cloud coming in Jow and fast™ he
#3y3 with a gria, 1 said, ‘Lord, I've got to
grt out of here'

Ficks, 3 nmud bookbinder, made it
on!y x few feet.

“The whole bouse just blowed in om
ma," be says. “The neighbors had s come
in and pull me out. | was baried under all
hat suff.”

Ficks was unconsclous. A gash acreas
his heod, his hand crushed The first
thing he romembers W being carvied
scross the alley by neighbors in an eold
armchasr

A newipsper pholographer -u,rl LT
ierure. “Take my picture when { ceme

ck,” Facks yelled 2t him

Ficks never returned He spent much
of the last year In bospitals sod sursing
homes He now lives wilh relatives. There
i 2 large bare spot where hin bouse ooce
stoad.

“I aint o ax good & hoalth wr 1 was™
be says. 1 esn’t walk or hear like [ used
to. But I'm & Jucky oid man, I'm jucky i
be alive "

Mry. Apn Standefer. the wife of a pre-
med student at ibe University of Louss-
ville, was convinced “I waa going e die”
when the walls began to crack in her
Rouse at the corner af Crescent Court
and Gelnstead Drive,

“But mothing happemed.” whe says “I
saw & tree and a car and part of 3 bouse
29 by. But nsthing Bappened (o w.™

Later that night, Mra Standefer, whe
was eighl moaths prageant, begaa =
have false labor paine as ahe walked soid
the debris

She was rushed (o sne hospital, them
znother. "This poor cop kept saying, “You
can't have a baby in Bere, Lady, please
doa't have a baby in my car

The Standelers’ “lormade bahy"
seven-pound Doy ~ arrived April 23

4L pm.

Advancing at & rate of sbout 50 miles
a0 hour, the twinting winds plowed across
Brownsboro Rosd, (hrowing 3 car in the
parking lot at Bauer's Restauranl 00
fent, and moved loward the affluent East
End commyunities of Indisn Hills, Roiling
Flelds and finally Northfield, destreying
scores of $50,000-plus homes like they
were match-bDoxes.
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4 pm
Charles

F. Spene Ir

president of a machinery om
pany, was heod ward bome at 8034
irownsbore Rd comlort his wife. She

¢ otfire and told him
ning
turnede caught uim from bebind
et of Brownsborn Road and
tod his eur 10 feet in the

had called him &
of the tarmade

The
Near the cor
Lightfoot, i1 b

a1y, whirled it around then dropped it

The wind 1hen pecked i up 8 second
time and hurled 1 mio & Lred. Spencer
w I it the ear Fie died instamtly
of hea r one of three persons
biliedd puisville by the stzm Theee

uthers died in tornado reisted incidonta

CASpm

Jeow Campbell r0ld studen! st
o was [lxing popcorn
repatrmnn. A girl friend
et from her Rolling Fiokds
home lelephoned twice to warn her sbout
the tornado

Hallard High §
i

Juan
first onll

idn't pay Any sttention o the
Bat after the second, she start

e This poor cop kept

saving, ‘Lady. plea

don’t have a baby
in my car.” 29

Ann Standefer

As ambolances plowed throagh debris
revcue Lowisville lormado victisns. a
sene approachung chaos developod a1 the
National Wenther Service office

"The phones were ringing like craay,

weatherman David Reever recails
Reports of tornadoes were coming im
from scy0ss Kentae and Southern Jn

dinna And they kepl coming eIl might
The Wysther Servion coubd harvly keep
pace With them

Belore Re iefl Standiford Field at
2 am Thut 27 twisters had toeched
deun & Ke A lat of aseas hit
reade ike 2 of coynties 18 the
ventral thard of the fate

At 443 » tornado ripped through
Simpeon, Warren and Barres Counties
irJuring 48 At Hocky Springs, the David
Fuyne bome vamsshed: Ms remains were
depositest 100 Teet away In & mnk-dule
Nrs. Payne, 37, wit deadd Winds had driv-

en & two by four with palls in 1 inte the
bock of her son Todd, 10 Fe survived
Meanwhile, three Killer tormadoes that

worwdd string out moribeastward for 3
hours and 13 mustes, had sprung wp e
TYan Yard, near the DotlerGrayson coun.
1y line

Jeft twn deed at
nty &nc »

alls north of Elizab
At James Beam Dutillery No
Hoston, in Nelson County, 3€ wartheuses

Colviburg, In
tied hailstomes s

were destroyed or damaged  Seor of
wooden bourbos barrels cascaded down
hillsades

ed dows (0 the Dasemen! with her tuw
dogs

I war & Lhe top of the stepa when !
lusked up and saw part of our reof ge,
she says "l was wondering whal wia
going o when ! saw the bouse next door
blow away. Then ver porch and the walls

UpstALrY wont

Teothirds of the Camplell house was
Gestroved

4 pm
Jum Norswocthy, o yvoong nsedia teach
or, Wiat repairing » video Lape machine !

Dunn Esementary Scheol, ome of only
three persons in the twoyecarold baié
ing

“The ironbea) thing s that up untid »
few dayy before the custodiaes always
listoned to the radic over the intercvom
system while they worked.' be sayr “Buat
somenne sl the board (of sducalion) pel
avtep ot

We didn't have s way o bear the
warnings " Netsworthy continses He s
the sc I's carpeted YAll we
bheard was this roer T like »

vewrvone says It
Civaner

bricks, ev-
Everything
Tae

eizht train, Jike wax
ke = glant varu
celling tiies
uelied up Im I8
ibe  badlwwys

mory
E papers
erYihing was
» tiving down
whole plate »
Trhank God the children weren'l
hete” by adds “"We would have bad s0
many killed, it would be unbelievabile”

oRe,

44T pm

Acress  the  Waltersan  Expreasway,
Northfield, & pew subdivishon o ex-
pensive Lraditinaal homes was ready. At
counts of the tornade had been on radie
and televisom for 11 minvtes Meat fami
Les Biad B 10 busements

Mrs Thetnas A Player Jr. wig an ex.
ceplion

We hnd o0 warning™ sbe saye “All |
Arow Ix. My eora staried poppimg from
pressure and [ saw 2l these things Nying
prough the ot 1 knew the house was
poing to go ™

Mrs Piayer galibed har chlilres from
» secund thour beo: i whers they had

«

Tm::g:':

Kentucky

Laler. on 'S T1E on the other mde of
the oounty, the tornsde wiped aut the
Heobert Wh s horse farm, his barns,

hes fences and b Bouse
herres died

Whitney, 61, put his farm on the awcs
Uoe block spd meved 1o Lignum, Va,
where he nuw works as 4 horse traine

Al 313, Mrs. Earl Wilmout hwas pust-
Ing Urading slamps in » bouk (o het
hogise traider on Mobley Mill Road near
Samuels, nurth of Berdptown

The loruade tove tnrough the trailer
and tossed Mrs Wikmeut: and the tahle
she won working sl inte the sic She was
cat 30 bad that "you couldn't pot »
finger on bher without toechin® a cut
phace.” hot hushiand said laler

Hi mother Myrtls, broke
when she was blown inle o field

I nin't got nothin' iefl except bospital
bilie”™ Wilmouth sxid “All FOt I the
clothes on my back. 1 dun't know what's
FOnna happen 1o we.”

In Frankfori then-Gov
learned of the Louisviile

Fourtevn prise

her back

Wendell Ford
tornado when

s appomiments secretary, Joe Bell
borstl into bis wffece ot Joal after 5 pm
Irenscaliy, 1he governor had spent much
of the day arranging state and federal aid
for vicis of the tornado that struck
Campbellsburg. By | esrly i the wesek

But ot 6 pm. e Ford hurnedly mer-
shaled stale emergency atsistance for
Brandenhurg and Jefiersom County e
tornade ¢hurned throegh Franklin Coun-
ty. culting 2 swath through the farmisnd

We wialched U1 voming from Lhe gover-

nor's window" says Thomass Freston
Fords press secretary "It was moving
right Loward (he Capital Annex bailding

whon it made » vight turn & couple miles

away and crossed the Keotucky FHover
That's when il hit Jeft
Ford disgaiched two of his 199 axdes 10

Jett » suburd southess! of Frunkfort,

Foar persors were killed in the com
munily. 100 mese injured The Everpreen
Road 3 alsa hit hasd. By the
2 o leh Franklie County, it
had destroyed 154 homes, 1we trucks and
{ive sutos

been walching Spider Man, sod rushed th

the ba

Byt whon she got there she ftesiiwd
only iwo childrep weiv wih per Grege
v, 3, waz mssing. Ske thoaght hed beon

at her side

Al Lbha
Flayer houss ue

moamenl

e wind leveird e

il ourt

| was sure Greg was dead " M sy
er says

But alie foune kime 2 few mimutes bader
1 2 pite of rubble in the Backyard

His hatr was standing strasght up His
face was Tull of blood but he way alive
Mrx Plaver, now of Atlenls saye ")) we
a muraciy'

That sigh! e the bospital Greg wis
asked what had happened Jir sapd

“The house pupped. 11 exploded 1 came

down in Spuder Mon'y
saved me

web Spader

448 pom.

The 1wrnsde Jeft Jeifersen Cunnly near
iview Muner, south of 1.51

It had spent 12 munotes on the groand
in it Lowievilie sres

G

It piso kndched oat tlect
cupitol Ford worked through
by candiclight By mitnight, 5000 sisie
workers had been marshialed for the re
covery effort and State Foliew snd Na
vonsl Guardsmes ditpaiched o the hard
it hit arean

Al 613 pm, Edith and Halph Facker
owners of Parker ¢ Mobile Hooe Park an
Stamping Ground, Ky msade 8 dish Ny
the basement of am old wpartment booge
they owned 30 yards r traiber

the wight

" WArTIRg

when we zavw it coming.'
Ny Parker sayy. “We stood Lhere walch
ing 1 for a mmuie. Then my Justhami
sadl. T doe't know ebeur Yom, hut J'w
£oing 1o the basement
The tormade struck memenis later
It was the © lerrible, Viclow
soundi wind ['ve ever soen™ M Fark
er sy
1t nit the tradler park, Nalph Fark
says, "like 3 steam rolicr” Of the 16 ira
there. Wbl But two were pulvedssod
“The unbeliovalile g o that it hape
pened and no ope way Kied or rerlourly
njur Mrr Parker suyy

The deztsy n shilted routhwanl 3s
Dew  atorms eudd worome ceniral und
routhinasiern Eentucky, Barrem, Simpsem
Warren. Green. Taylor. Caley, Linceln
Harvison and 80yle rounties all recorvied
additional twisters by 7 pm

Two wavage 1o ¢ leepadd
rural Cliston, Cumbe land and

MYt
Warne
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manties. Witkia only 40 minutes, they
kilied 3 and Injured 113 They destroyed
213 bomes 12 tradlers amd 060 barns,

caunag demage catimated 3t $4.5 million

Small farms wers  devastated near
b of communities. Farmers lost notl
their hoimes dut slsa thelr barns

Wheir crops. \heir fences, their livesioel

their hivelthoods
Al 720, the wiad destroyod six histar
wier bermy ol Plensast HUll
' Marrison County. was hit at
Whitehall, in Madtsan Coanty, st 7.5

Eilly Bab Turpin had owned hus
scte farm avar Red House in
County 25 years, worsed
rished It and raised his famlly
oBgets crops on It

That night he had Ny evening
chares alter when lis son and
and My Willam G
[ he 5 had

<)

151
Madison
ward, che-

asd 35

hed Lhe

the urging daugh
Turpin Wy family into the
could ser 3 Qurk clowd an

ihe hori-

100

We'd hoen down 1here five or 10 min-
winy wh Mt Turpin. 0% zay
std the houss was gene tight off the 9p
of us

Hu car. garage, barns and owtheiidagy
were suupl away as the family huddled in

the ssuthwest ca semanl be-
sede shelves of frull jar
"1 didn't st a fusnel clowd ™ Turpin
s " Jooksd mare Lks 4 cyeione
A Most
Trag Day
On 8 low, barreadooking ridge in the
rolling fouthhills of the amberiaad
puntaing 15 miles wesl of Somerset
in & viwater of bam and wmall

farma known as Piney = a
clasely kmit !

A More
church

ity, they mvarably say it s “just
2 mion meighbarnood where gvaryane
e slae

helps every

n, whoe
ve almost
n Russell

e in late allernosn

pared for her family and !
Bustand 5 sunt and eocle, Minnie aad
Rabert Johnson, who lived naxt door.

v wefe an elderly couple — both
82, | think.” says Carfa Johnsoo slen
det but stardy mothar of three W Wi
erippled Sy a stroke wide't see from
cataracte. They really couliin't iake care
of themaoives [ walted on tham all the
Ume

The westher Bad been Kicking up |
Wold them ot woald he & stormmy =uight and
they tould come over sad spend the night

with we (f they wanted Dint they sad
they'd rather stay home
The evemng passed quickly M. John

W wis bired Croon the day's travel aod
didn { pay much attontion to the weather,
Her daughlecia-low, Mra. Bobbie John-

CeYes, there's
a feeling
of loneliness
out here. 2%
Bitly Bob Turpin

He Jost everything hul Kis livesiack
Neighbaring farny had whale cattie
berds wiped oat. A quarier of 2 mile
swiy au clderly couple died (a Ielr
small tenast house

The odure after the cloud pazsed wae

harribie. it was foll of animal blood snd T
suppose human bloeod ™ a neighbdbor said
lator

Taday & Turpin, ha Jeathery face

voated with mist, leans aguinst the rough
hewn barn that volunteers built for hum,
Ba is panpive, ticiturn

He hasn't rebuili his house snd prob
ably wos'L Be saxs “I'm o old 1o stant
wver now. 1 would have sald the place by
mow f it wadn't for my sans”

The yard i barren & he looks scross

Yoo, there's 2 leeling of loneliness out
here ™ he say

The Darrige coclisued Into the night
Fayelle, Rockesstle, Clurk, Moatgomery,
Masom and other ¢ountien ware pounded
by snvage winds, A path of falles trees 20
miles loog and a quartermile wice wan
o0 through the Dansel Boose Forest
in McCreary County

However, the Lornadoes’ greatest fury
wis dlracted 3 Usroe counties tn te Lake
Cumberiund area By 11 30, when what
appeared 1o be Keatucky's last tornado of
3 tuched dowm in Baane County
13 tind died o this aea, damaged totaled
millions

But before the day ended, there was

» momest of destruction and

The Johnsons

son, did, however Amd bor comdern may
have vaved the family

She's Lhe scury type. She was listening
to the radlo all the time abowt the e
nadoss In Lounsville snd Brandeaburg

hat might” Mes Jolmssn recalls .
[ dddnt pay any attention. Weather

bDothered me much. Never thought

ab it really ™

ne

4 warmning cam

At about 11:33 am

for the Na area of Pulaak: {
Nuncy s sbout thres miles froe "
Grove Bobdlue Juhasua thought that was

She persuaded ber
e the

lose far comfoct
and falberan-daw to flee
ment

twi Boys up and 1ol
aloag dowoatiin ™ Mss
Bat | dudnt waut aroood
hat they'd enme. | slill dikdn't 1hink
g was gneng W0 Beppen. 1 kind of
o make Bsbbee feel betier.”

We woke my
them (o come

Before Mz Johnsow resched the lant
sep 1o the basement, 3 ravaging lornadn
rammed (he Douse, rockiog (s fousdation
Her som Lewss, 16, a 6.foot3 basketball
player at Nancy High School, bad made
it oas far as the kitches refnigerstor when
the fromt picture windew shatiered Ner
son Larry, M. Bobbse's husband, had
made it sidway scross (he Living reom

“It ok the whole house and blew |
away. Picked it right up,” Mra Johnaon
recalle im a2 low, mecvous voice. “Both

boys were hlown sway with (L T aull don't
kpow berw Uy survived

plo acrows the way saw It I our
They tay Ube Domse Just uxploded
cama o Biemsell (n the backyard
He wus Rurt be Lewis landed not too
of Wracks He wa
IR Y

nnly 3 couple secands” she
= somethang that seems like
I can't 1ol you how tore wp

cootinues
s nightmare
e wore
e and 2 feeling of

h the Johnsons when
1 . r dark, atormy might
Mrs. Johngon {2t comfused, walated, de
presied

Il toek sur whals bouse. Just left the
Hons,” she We st evenything
Our BHuuse furiture, our Jurage. our
barn. Everything we worked for

You cas't wmegine the feeling Thers
wasn't a Lght anywhers Everything waa
gone. All the Douses were complelely
blown sway like they il never been thore

“Il rained pouring down Lary bed
Wood running down his face We knew
ho needed hlep bul thore wasn't any way
10 go! hum t the hospital We koew Rab.
ert and Millls (Johmson) were probably
dead

That wea't all The elderly couples
home was destruyed So wax & neasrchy
rented frame house whers Clifford Wed
dle, 50 snd his wife, Noble, 57, had been
sleeping.

Robert Johinson's body was  found

pear his home, Minnle
Johmson was still alive. Her relatives
wrapped a blankel around her, bul she
died defore help could asrive

The nest dsy the mangled bodies of
the Weddles were found in the rubble
behind the Ernest Johnsom home

Half & mie awa)
the bomse of Tem >
father. He and his wife were iled. They
spparenily were (n Dod when Lhe soem
ave & death tall was six

momests laler

t Johnsons dudo't learm
Al the Uime. iy wore
eyt commumcstion with the

woeld All phoste ana sleotrical lass were
down Rosds wers coversd with dwbrm
Their cars ware destyoywd

Sixiemn )

Johaoson Niked
shaut 150
gged duwn
pllers. he cul
re fonces

- dane It wnder
pormal circumatans Taa plers were
160 suall ™ hiz mocher says. “Seemed like
spethuman str=ngih 1hat night
siber Larry. badly Bewiss cut
sround the face and barely ahie to walk,
hobhled he dway and the wailing
truck. which rasleed him Lo the hospital
He was unable to returs o woek for
lhiree wesla

He laft the rest of the tumily in shack
“1 doal romember much aboul ibhe
L of the night Mra. Jobhnsan sars
‘S0 muech bad happesed 1 war w0 tore
up. 1 kept thunkiag we'd lost sverytiting ™
Her voice drogs as she speuks Her eyes
wandsar Hor left hand moves through her
shoct, dark hair

He coud

His Ut

We'll nover b out of debt because
of all thhis™ she say wppose | =)
bave st down and grieved mysell to

death. Bat ! was e thankful that my boys
were spared. When [ get & little down,
[ thiok about that and ['m se hankful
that my bhoyw are alive.™




m%@ The Next Day

Tharsday dawned crisp and sunay

In Wmhington, Kentucky $en Marlow
Cook and Obio Sem, Jlobert Taft, both
Republicans, ot in the White House
with President Nown and federal disaster
chaeflaine

The Prusident promptly declarvd Kem-
tucky, Indiana, Ohbo, Tennvssee and Als-
bama major disaster arcas. Help, the poll
ticzane said confident!y was om ils way

1t suunded easy

Bt on ihe nurrow. omce treeshaded
streete of Crescent Hill in Loumvilie and
other tommunilies scrod (he netion,
dorens of Jives were shattored in the piles
of rubbie.

The rond back to normaicy would take
most  familes  monsilis,  perbaps  even
yeoars. Some would oever find life, eor
thesr neighborbouds, (he same

Many didet resbize it that duy. They
were 100 shellshocked, o too busy.

On Sonday, Brandenbary beld o mam
funcral For four daxs, 1t had hravely
wodured an ordeal few cliace face, except
W wir Now 11 eurned,

A makeshif! morgue kad been =1 up
Wednesday night in the pale green ball
wars of Central Elementary Schoul in
the heart of the citys most devastaied
area.

That firat might was the hardest. There
was pe sleciniciiy and ¥ rained into the
wirly eveming Police vedios lorked out-
sile the wmorgur, whare children had
plaed a few hours before. Mlood stained
the Moore. Muny of the bodies were
mangied almost beyond tecognitsion

“You pick bodies sp, and they baeak
all 10 pleces” & sale Srooper tokd 3
repartier then.

Rexidents  milled
for their loved enes

“Anybedy know who i 1a there™ one
muddlesged men asted

“Locking for someond ™

"My wife and three kidy."

But the Mty dug steelf out of the rubble
with surpesing ealm. Volamieery, soldiers
from Pr. Knox, Crow  workers,
politicians and stale troupers flocked 1o

vutzide, searching

This e & story abowt a church and »
town.

It wat once & slaves' church, the tmall
old byllting om the Mll sbove \own.
White Baptisty emcoaraged its founding
in 1821, some 19 years after the first
alaves were brought 1o the area

Onee the church had 400 members,
brought from Virginia to work in The
pearty hemp, tobecco and grain fhelds
aed in the katcheas and nursenes of the
eariy Bloegrass farme

But, by the time of the April 3 tornade,
the First Bapiist Church claimed 2 mem:
bership of only 36,

The ternade destroyed the church und
muck of Stamping Ground, 2 lown of 400
named for gn old baffulo watenng bole

The steorm, the town's mayor said, “hit
Stamping Ground right in the fare™ It
flatiened much of the town's basiness dis
trict, three churches and a trailer park
The Stamping Ground Elementary School
and balf the town's homes were severely
damaged

“Samehow we will dig owt of this . . .

The streeds were full of repairmen,
cleanup crews, National Guardemen, vol-
unteers. friends. relstives — and the irri-
tating, but inevitable sigutsoers,

The volupieer organeations, tve, were
out in fell force. the Red Cross, the Sal-
vatiom Army, the chureh groups.

A l¥yearwld boy carrying & larpe,
wooden cross  parsded around Chero
wee Park with 3 small bané of followers
The group ¢ Jeader, Mes. Tom Rinee, local
provident of the Women's Christian Tom
perance Umion, sad she believed the tor
noado was punnhment from on high.

The boy, ehe said, built the crom be-
cause be wanled “to praise the Lotd and
show peopde that He do«n‘t lke what's
going on s Louisville."

On Apri! 4 the three Androit sislers,
who have lived in the same house at 200
Kennedy Ave for 50 years. weee calm,
steepling. That morsing the windows

A

the stene. Unbamed hertes were svery.
whare,

“Yeople were (remepdeas,’”  says
County Corooer Kenneth Hager, who
worked thréngh the might "It was a ten

rible situation bat eyeryume pitched n"

Destruetion palled the ity together ar
it hod torn it apart Clergymes could
oumfort the grieving 'They had all
ulfared

Fhillips Memera! Ssptist Church wnd
iz mooers parsonage had been loveled
The Rev. Bitly D, Mascum had Joft the
parsenage amt 405 pm the day of the
tornada.

“Five munutes lazer the house ieft”
be saye "I bad a great feeling of belng
spared, & feeling that 1| had to make
betier ume of my lie thao before , . . It

were broken, the roof pockmarked, the
garage donr wrecked, the yard full of
dulitix

If Moude Androt had known that
day what would Bappen in the nexi weeks
and mostha, she saye: ] wouldn't go
througk with it 1 couldn't go through
wilh 1"

During that time, she and ber sisters
suffered

Heavy finsncial less Their insuramca
company mede » fadd settlement with
theen for S2200 When repakr costs went
over $)2000, the siters dipped inlo aav-
ings.

Minese Miss Andriol sy she became
“viclestly I in midAprd with poeu-
moeia, “caused by the 1ornale.” She wie
hospitalized 10 days.

Endless beadaches rnrmn‘ their home
repaired. Thetr gem NIrRclor was se

Funeral

Wik @ Freat opportunity 1o meet » rudden
need, W try to salvage wlhat was Jeft
und get the community back om its feel

“These were all our friends, who had
been killed or tmyured Many were our
church peopie” Marcum savs. VIt was »
cise of being fellow swuifeters

"We tld people that this war just part
of man’s ex:stence, that everyone oxpers-
ences trapedy wnd foy, lfe and death,
v - -1 tried %0 ay, Yeu can wust God,
you zan rebuild,' "

The fuperal wes Neld in the Meade
County Migh Scheol under the hanh
lights of the television camerus Sixtees
bodies were nnmd in & pemicirede of
chakets over a n Amuy canvas. A
Coca-Cola uon-bwd md the “player of

rr.‘ésc"w' R )

these are strong people,” Mayor Clayton
Kidwell, 3 rural mail carvier, twid pows-
men Lhe noxt diy, “We'll have s lLarger
and better town ”

Privately the mayor bad doubta

Many destroyed homes were owned by
old people. Maybe they'd be umabie or
enwilling to retmild. City coffers were
Sow. town'y only indusry, the oid
George T. Stagp Distiliery, had ciosed
ears  apo, Batiness dmlogmenz had

ng been hampered by the lack of a
sewage treatment system. And, of mm
there was the debris

"It Jooked a0 bad 1 dido't know o we'd
ever come bark " Kidwell gays.

At First Boptast Chmh the Rev.
Honry Dailey, bad similar dow

The church was dmuvhtd Replacing
the old buliding would be expensive —
575000, It wa estimated With sueh a
small membership, lona—nmng pmp«u
were meager. Some favored
church down

“We figured the Insursnee we had
wiasnt mach more than emough to sy &
1oundauao for a new bullding” Dailey

Bolh the black minirter and the white
mayor hed underestimstod the human
factoc.

On April 4, some 200 volenteers —

verely injured in un sulo accident Seb

coptrectars  weye untependadie, T

nn&h women didnt know bow 10 deal
Lhem

At ome polot, clesnup crews lore wp
their backysrd. Al snother, reofers Ieh
their work halfdope on Friday and i@
rained 3l weekend. Waler poured infe
the bouse. The smisters lried lo calth it
with pails, Dut rugs. walipaper, draparivs
and bedapreads were ruined Damages 10
taled almost 31 500

“That weskend was when wo almost
Jost our minds,” says Mis Andrel 64

Trouma The wsters found theamselves
wdgy. Arguments developed over trivia
lites. Bad wealher made Lhem nervoes

There were also 3 few good memories:
the friends and reialives who expressed
concern, new {nends made in the Deigh
borhood, and the doy Louwisville Mayor
Farvey Sloane dropped Ly to sy
'\ou\'n had & rough time up here I'm
sorry,”

But nnoe of that way predictatle on
April 4, the next day

"We thidn't feel soything that day"
Miss Andriot nOW ARY# in Iz comfonakle

church people” Mircum aeys "It
therebeu-y Pain

"For God md ‘Behold | make all
things new.' "

the week” homor rell hung on the wall

The caskets semed out of place The
body of Regina YVates, s 10th.grader at
the wchool, restad i ose Next to her was
classmate Glens Adule, 13

A few feet away, the body of Patil
Wallace, 18 seemed to cradie that of her
daughier, Angela Wallace burm Dec. 20
3973 In the next coffin was Patli's i3
yearoid brother, Richard Wallace

Nearby ware the éasdets of Emma F
Wilsom, 79, and der nster, Mrr Soe
Elizabeth Birener. Bein died on Green
Street

The services lasted 45 minutes Mem-
bers of thy Mesde County Minstenal
Associstion rosd the birthdate and name
of each of the decessad Thetw wore
some tears, & few screams of anguish
Several peopie fainted

The ERev, A J Nelsoo, of the Ziom
Grove Baptie Church, read Biblcsl
passapes that heé parbcular posgnancy

=" Hiz angor enduruth bul & moment,'™
be a4 "’ Joy cometh in the mom-
ng end 1hery sball be no meore desth
nuither sarrow, nor cryvisg. Neither shall
there be any pain’

For God sald, ‘Behokd T make all
things new.'"™

chureh workers, students from George
town College, state highway malntenance
crews, and just plain people — arrved In
Stamping Ground

State troopers and Kentucky Natwonal
Guardsmen threw up ropdbiveks arcund
the town, The Salvation Army, which war
10 esrn unyielding respect In many tor
nado-devastated areas, set up & reand-the
clock kitchen in the old Masenie Hall

The forestry building, eme of three
downtown busldings untowched by 1he
lernade, was converted |mte a first sid
station, oty ball emergency ald center
and dusaster hesdyuarters Dtility erees
moved in W restore phone and eiectrieal
service.

Working under & bright spring shy,
Stamping Ground began 1o pick ieelf up,

By noon, the sounds of the cty were
not of or shock but of chain swh
and buliderers ceaning the debris

Jubn Hall whe Jos hie home and gro-
cery duning the storm, and his wife wate
diempling o salvage belongiags from
their house oe Main Street,

“All of a sudden. » busch of college
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warme? o 1 don't know Whe they

pickad everyihing up snd
. They dudn’t e
My wile wm

of the U'S Depanment of

4 Urdan Development mivived
viclirees about [oderal desaster
anantante — food, cothing
foods and menty — continued

inte Stlamping Ground in the pexy
few manths. Those were Limes of decirion
snd dally en both fur the ety and fug
nduviduals

™

e fared weil
il a Yoo town

crty It took on the s

By June, it had scquited

» B2 million grant for & sewage treatment
wolem srking on & plaa to
il the 1hopping cemler

hoal (hat

(e

sounced
s windd be

uwp sl

ind Elsmentary so it 330
sudents could sltend » there in the

full State highw
risee city vel
recosery elions

officialy agreed 12 re
that had beeo tuim up

Hecovery for Isdivid was often

Suelter and vindh d 0 he

Mves rebuilt tnwursnce clsims aat

arsistance sought. Frumralions were
tahile

sarpriaing number of et
oded lo Tepats 1h damyed
buslid mew on Insurance claims helped
some; federal dissster grants others (tor
na virtimy were eligibie 1o recover up
3000 In unintsred |ofes) 3 ceal
disaster loamy from the Soall Busisess
Admiaiztration (SDA ). still others
Rumars Dourished over who go!
developad amung

ey

what

some whe

is one The e

e ownod

Deibert Covington. 9
nadi deatroyed twa iy

I never got & dime's worth of belp
Not & penny,” he ve with an edge of
harshness 10 lus » apphied for i
but they sent me » leiter saying they
wouldn give e anything becssse I hagd
Insura

Ths!s nol right They gave pome 3

Construct

we of the R L. Parker

buneh of momeyr whe didn't lore any
\Sing U'm not mking for iy, 1
just thumk evesyone should 4
equally. If they wery Zoing to give 1 )
some. they oug 0 give wa ol &t deant
£5.000

Witk the ad of nsurance maney aod
an SBA s, Covinglon mnnethelom
rebuilt both hs house and the noe nest

door wherr his son lives

Others received heip from a growp of
Mennomites from s far awny s ORls
homa and Canada Thoy set up idence
m a me on Pes Redge Rasd in the
weeks after the tormade and are stidl at

vork

“1t's amazing what thev've dune " Says
Stamping Grotnd Pos tor Garrell
Robey. “Wilhout amyone mking, they
moved ia and started cleaning wup and
helping people build howses They dan'l
want any maney. Everyihing b free
charge. They've bullt whole houses '

The Mennoniies sffered 1» rebuild
Firvt Raptist Crioreh

‘! had prayed for the Lord 10 maks »
wiy and he Sid.” Dalley says

Working Jong boury with Lttle recogm

&1 had prayed
for the Lord
to make a way
and he did.2?

The Ree. Honry Dacley

om, wxpprt  Menponile
mos comMieled o
cong

Wn ks besn e bulliing ma
eslimalih the church kae vl
£ Qus
aflar ihe wrrad Mamping
I} haa & generad ook of dev

ot 11 Streets are bare

A few worts stw Dosrded uy i
hosmed wee prominest
t the sgme of progress sie mpos

sihle ta ignore

We're tuUng Aaew £2ecis Bew side
walks, 3 new sewer ¥ i Al the poaple
are back and Jiving im their homes |
think we're dolng real wel sy Mavor
Kidwell

He nuw soems teviain a
Stansping Grownd will wr

destrurliom

Jahis Hall who opersied Jobky
Keatueky Foud State for 32 »

Navbe 1 wor & hiessing im disgoise
Nobody was kilied Only » e people
wote Injered. All [he bouses have been

dune wrer_ 11 Jooks Wik & new Lown

home on the site of what was an apartment building is but one sgn of Stamping Ground's recovery




Mre Bennie Dukes thought her family would not return 10 Northlield Court but they have

1 kneve we're not cuming kach.” M
Beome S Dukes Jr. confided o & neigh.
b the might of April 3 71 tald my hus
Mand. You can sell the Mt becasse 111
Bever Live there again.” "

She'd hod 2 premenition abou! 8 lor-
nado all afternoon. Apd sbe'd watched it
move from Crescent Mil! w0 Rolling
Frelds o Dune Elementary School frem
bet sor's second-floor bedrvom window

Bul she'd never really believed the tor-
pado woudd hit her fashionable colonsal
heme al 2400 Northfield Court 1o esstern
Jefferson County

When it did, Mre. Dukes, #n attractive,
mighstrung woman in ket late thirties,
huddied i the basement with ber two
children, one uf their [riends and twu

e

L]
Al Hades broke Joose,” she recalls. 1

ied about five thmes It 1ok an
wletnity {or it to pess over ™

The basement door was Jefl covered
with deberis 56 Mrs Dukes and the chil-
dren eravied Oul 2 narrow  basement
window, barely a Tout wide

1t war & panorama of devastalion

Thir muast be what it Jooks like after a
puclear bomb,” T aaid te myself. I thought
wo mnt be the enly people alive.”

The Dubes house was an ugly pile of
rabhle, » battered mase of bricks and
boards. All that remained wus the second-
Noar bathtroom and twe firstfloor walls

Fverything else the hig pillars, the
living room, the bedrocms, the me-
menioes of 21 years of marnege and
$40.000 worth of furniture s6 new that the
tags badr'l been removed — was gone

Mrs. Dukes wandered o the streel,
{eeling remarkably composed

vYAre you all nght?” several neighbors
uired

A moddle aged man in & late modei car
ssked her of he couléd do upything e heip
Mre Dukes sshed if ber cinldren could mit
im the man's ¢ar, away from the drizzle,
while thoy wailed for therr fatber

He refused

“You're 2l wet and muddy You Il pet

A Most 9
Tragic Day

my car dirty’." Mrs. Dukes recalls ke say
ing. "You meet the yery best and the
vory warml 1ype people in that Kind of
wituanon ™

The Dukes family spent thal oight snd
every night for the pext twe months in &
motel

We leoked like we'd just came off the
boat without 2 suitcsse,” Mre Dukes savy

The next day they returned 1o North
fiwld Friesds, relstives, neighbors and
heipful strangers joined them ss they
dorted through the wreckage

Asitle from what was In the basement
ané & few other pieces of furniture, there
was littde Vo he salvaged

“T searched for the sentimental stuff =
Mrs Dukes says “I wanted to find the
things that meant something (o the fami

L)

She found twe of her Byearold daugh
ter Kathy's favanite ledds bears. ber high
school graduation ring, the family Bibie
e deeen of her husband's dental school
boaks and a single family phots album

Sighlseers and Joolers plagued
peighborbood

"So mavy [riends, relatives and volun
teers had cume to help, you touidn't tell
who was helping and who was stealing”™
Mrs [nikes snys

But she feely tragedy drew the neigh
borbood. people Jliving in & collection of
new homes I the SH0.000-plus  price
range, together

“We bardly kmew our neighbors betore
the wrnade, We were all s0 involved in
war oen lives and our own homes" the

the

Family

zave lounging in the comfertabie den of
her new home

Bt sfter it we were all in the same
boat There war more a senre of sharing
We're 3 pretty close bunch now™

The next weeks were trying and basy,
There were cluthes and furniture to buy,
debiris to be cleured, insurance cluims to
be fi3ed & pew hame w find

The Dukeses found they were unoder-
insured  And their insurance company
dragged s feet settling their claim

We took & real financial beating.” »ys
Mny. Dukes

Dr Bennie £ Dukes, fortunately, » a
dentiat with § comfortable income He
could afford things that eother tormado
victoor couldn't. He was determined that
his femily return te & mpermal Lfe m
quickly as possitile

They searched for & mew bouse,

We looked all aroumd,” Mrs. Dukes
recalls. “People were raising their prces
and there were 2 kn of dogs om the mar-
ket ™

Eventually, they decided, as did most
of their peighbors, 10 rebuwild. There were
fimancial adventages: they owned the Jot
and the foundation was intact. P

“But the main thing was the children”
Mrs. Dukes explaims. “They were huppy
here They were close to 0ol. All thelr
Inends were here ™

As @ temporary meture, the Dukesa
boughi & boose In the Hunting Creek sub.
divivor i {ar easiern Jefferson County
and moved everything they bhad saved
{rogm the wreckage joto 3L

rebuilt there

M awaned moving
day

“All those weeks | had Ihe ides we were
going (o salvage » Wt wl vwr tuogs, thst
everyihing would bhe okay when we bad 3
bouse,” she say: “Bul when 1 vpened the
door, 1 resluzed that all we had war »
Busch of junk and rented farniture ™

s!l( IS AN OpeEn. expresyve womsn, a2
nonstop talker Here however, she besls
tates, slonly shaking her head in thooght,
before continuing

It wag the most depressing day of my
e

Summer brought new problems

The weather was the bigiest M
Dukes and the tao childres, Kathy and
Greg, 12, became nervows at the Lirst sign
of a strong wind or rain. Freguently, they
retreated 10 the basement

Her hushand, who hadn't bees 31 home
when the tarmade lul, tried 0 under
stand, bol, My Dukes 299 “Nobody
whe hae't besn through a tornado can
appreciate what it does o you ™

The fumily outlook changed aiso After
the storm, e Dukeses felt Jucky te be
ulive. Material things den't matier, they
told themselves Thank God we're stil)
together

As the
changed

Dukes vagerly

maonths pessed, that stiitude
“You become best prateful ae
time pesses,” Mre Dukes says “You tan
thinking, 'l should be alive. Why should )
have to go through al) thie® ™~

In December, the Dukeses meved back
unte Narthfiedd Court.

To all outward sppearances, the house
today & & carban copy «f the one that
was destrayed. An  unknowing visior
might pol guess that anxihing ueusual
isppened yeur ago. The place has the
alr of tasteful, bot conservalive, proaper-
My

The Ismuly &
13yy coplideptly

Put she sids

“1 really feel one year of my lide hae
been wasted hecouse of ali this s »
way, it't ke » bad dream ™

edjusting, Nrs Dukes
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Fear lingers on the barven ridge

It s msdmorning, & gray and windy
Saturday almoest a yeor afler the April 3
tornado. Scraps of underciothing and
Buge strips of tin flop swkwardly from
tree limbe Ravines are clogged with
scores of fallen tree trunks. Here and
there, ane still finds 3 govornmetit house-
truiler of an uncared-for pile of debris

Some said Datsy Mill, » string of some
3% bomes and farms about two miles out.
side of Boarden, Ind, would mever recoys
er Bul it did In most respecls anyway

Thete are mory than s dowem new
homes, modest, redbrick ranchhouses
with wiile trim for the most part. New
pickups ut bessde them. Farsu are in
production; the road s busy,

Dut the people of Dadsy Hill — like
those In muny aress deviotsted by the
loraads — are uneasy

Yorrest Troxel 34 worris about
whether he'll ever be alile 1o replace the
hig broiler house that the twister leveled,
Or lind ennugh money 1o repair his home
properly

Mry. Robert Tayler wonders if Ihe
winding ridge will ever regain (is natgral
Beauty. “In the spring this was one of the
most scenic plsces sround” she sighs
We don't know If it will ever be agsin.”

And Mrr Charles Day Is anaious i get
ime her mew home o her family can

6y don-‘i:‘know' how long

“ 1@ Epilogue

move val of Its government trailer house

But bonesth those sorfsce ditficulties
s » docp underlying uoncertainty, as al
mest unrealistic, yet understandable, ap-
prehension about the weather, u foar of
the elements hal grows with the ap-
proach uf the locuado's snniversary

Malinds Troael, Forrest's Syoareld
daughter, bas it

“Storms scare ber 1o desth mow,” he
says "1 don'l know how long we tan slay
up bere”

The tormade Wit Daisy Hill hard, all bat
destroying 17 of the 38 bomes on Lhe
ridge and tearing sper! countiess barns

outbuildings. Many families lost ev
everything they owned

No one suffered more than the famils
of Mrs, Charles Day. The schoolbus had
just dropped off her two children, Jerty
Arrowood and Melody Day, la fromt of
the hosse when Jerry spotted a black
tunnel cloud pressing dewn on them

“They didn't have any warning »t all™

we can stay up here.99

Forrest Travel!

Mrs. Day, & Lall, Mender woman, says in
an uneven voice “Jorry saw 8 b »
neighbar's howse up the road The house
disintegraled He grabbed the little gird
and ran”

Jerry, 18, frastically banged om the
tratler bexide his pacents’ place where hur
grandmother, Mra. Edith Diermeier, and
wacle, Harvey Lae Peace, llved. But the
trailer door was locked

“He tried to get them out, but there
wasn't any tme," Mrs. Day says. “He and
Melody ran around tack and dove to the
grosnd. Jerry fell on 1op of her to keep
her from Mowing sway. He dog his fin-
gers Lnto the mud,

“Whatever of the house and traller
that warn't blown away was torm up”
taya Mets. Doy, "My mothetin-law and
uncle and thelr dog were lying together
o the fleld acruss the road Uncle Harvey
and the dog were dead My motherin law
was in the hosplial four mooths Ity »
miracle she lived ™

The memory of the loroado still haunts
Mrs. Dsersneber, 7O, and Jarry M Dier
suvier wasn't home this Saturday. She had
gooe 1o visal relatives because of storm
warnings Lhe provioos day

“She gets real upset whea thal hap-
pena,” Mrs Day says. “She s verrifiod any
thne It raitd or the wind starts to blow '

Jerey, now 17, » alse wnessy. When
there 1 & storm warming, be gelhers @p
blankets and goes (o the arafly. oy
basement of the house the tormade de-
streyed. It is cold and damp.

“He geis real nervown,” s8ys his maelk
wr, "He doesn't foul sale in this tradler, s
he sleeps over thore 1 the mud.

“We sll live In fear here

Mry Eldon Hurst, 3 ahy young wiman
with lomg Brown hair and sauccrie
brown eyed, sgrees. She and her family
narrowly escaped mjury when the tar
nado ripped her house apart

The Nursts bullt & new home near their
obil one om Dalsy HiUl Rosd Negghburs
and telatives flock to its large bas=mest
whenever there is threat of a wvere
storm. Ome night last manth 20 persons
slayed there uniil nearly 4 am

“We'te scared to dealh when sorm
warnings come up” Mrs. Hurst o
“When sumething like e tornads hap
pens, It changes rou.

A day like thst

¥ something ym

neves forgel”




By RICHARD MANNING
Lovisville Times Stoff Writer

First it was the stillpess, the eerie si-
lence when it seemed as though the earth
had suddenly stopped.

Jean Green looked out into the back
vard of her Crescent Hill home but the
squirrels that came every afternoon to
feed in the yard had stayed away, And
the birds, if they were near at all, made
no sound.

Then there was the roar. A chilling
thunder that Mrs. Green mistook for a jet
plane, But the sound staved and in-
creased and convinced Mrs. Green that
the television reports and husbhand's tele-
phone call were right. Something very
serious was in the wind!

There were seven children in the
Green home that Wednesday afternoon,
none of them older than age 6. Two-year-
old Leds Mathers, her 4-year-old brother,
Jody, and their babysitter's daughter had
come from the house next door to join
Mrs. Green's three dsughters and 6-year-
old Jenny Tate, who had been picked up
from school earlier in the day when Mrs,
Green took her turn in the neighborhood
car pool.

At Mrs. Green's command, they all
scrambled to the basement, All but Leda.
who lingered behind on the first floor.
Mrs. Green screamed for her, raced to
the top of the stairs and grabbed the
child’s arm just as the first window shat-
tered.

As the rest of the windows blew in and
\he roof buckled under a fallen backyard
tree, Mrs. Green, seven children and a
blind dog huddled under =2 basement
workbench and prayed, i

That afternoon a year ago, when a tor-
nado turned portions of peaceful Cres-
cent Hill into scattered rubble, is still
vivid in the minds of Mrs. Green and her
children. The terror of the event and the
months of trouble and tension that fol-
lowed have left emotional scars that may
not fully heal for many more years.

Mrs. Green today finds herself still vig-
flant, still constantly concerned about the
weather, still waiting for another storm
that may not be so merciful in its warn-
ings.

“When it's muggy and still outside, I
worry,” she said. “If it's still and calm
and you can't see any birds or squirrels,
I'm like a cat in a cage. I just walk back
and forth in front of the window waiting
for anything to come up."

The children, too, have not been quite
the same since the storm. The basement

See SCARS
Page C8, col. 1
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Emotional recovery is slow going,

but tornado areas are on the mend

= 7

Continued from Page C1

i= now & special place of safety for them,
but they don't like to be there without
their mother. And a harmless thunder.
storm xeads them inte shivering fright

“All they have to do,” Mrs. Green said,
“in hear the wind blowing or 4 heavy riin
and they'll start crying that theyv're af
raid."” I{ it storms while they're in their
thitd floor bedrooms, “they’ll ery  for
maybe 45 minutes before 1 finally give in
and bring them down to the guest room.™

The tension in the Green home is not
an isolated case. Ministers and mental
health counselors have detected an un-
dercurrent ol storm anxiety in tornado
hit neighborhoods with much of it just
recently becoming evident

The Rev. Roger Heimer conducted
group sessions on post-tornado problems
while he was director of the Louisville
Area Interfaith Organization for Disaster
Recovery. While the groups dealt mostly
with the practical problems of rebuilding,
Heimer said it would come up naturally
how people were losing sleep or not con
centrating or were irrilable. They traced
these feclings directly to the storm and
the stress of rebuilding”

The Rey, David Cull i chairman of the
Inter-Falth Counscling Serviee, the group
that provided counselors for the dis
cussion sessions that Heimer organized
He said the counselors have told him that
“in the areas where the tornado actually
was, there i more trayma, there has been
more evidence of people expressing emo
tional apprehension

“They tell us (in studies of other disas
ter areas) that the anniversary period
this spring will probably reveal a good
many of these situations that have not
been resolved,” Cull said.

Dr. William Arnold, the
counseling at the Second
Church on Old Brownsboro Hoad, also
believes that spring's arrvival will revive
unwelcome memeories for some tornado
victima, “IUs kind of an anniversary syn
drame.” he “I's the Kind you see

minister of
Preshyterian

said

S

the first vear after
them has  died. 1
real severe Kind of
trauma that hangs on for five or six
yvears., but 1 suspect that for many of
these people it will be two, three or four
years."

Dr. Carleton Riddick, the climenl diree
tor for the Inter-Faith Counseling Ser
vice, said he also noticed an increase in
storm tensions as the spring tornado s¢a
son approached

“Peuple are bullding up a great deal of
anticipatory anxiety,” he said recentls
“In other words, they're handling things
pretty well now but saying | don’t know
how we're going to do when the clouds
sturl gathering and the wind starts blow-
ing.'

Most of the troubled people that Ar
nold has dealt with in his gfoup sessions
are like Mrs. Green, They are women who
wore home alone with their c¢hildren
when the storm hit. They now [feel a
strong need to be constantly aware of
where their family members are. They
also expenence anxieties that are not
shared by their husbands

Edward Green had called his wife from
the office to tell her of the storm warn-
ings, butl he decided to stop off for a beer
instead of coming straight home. He
never shared his wife's worries ahnul|
storms but now, she said, he's more un |
derstanding.

'He used to always lecture me because |
I was so freaky about the weather,” Mrs
Green said. “Td let's get the Kids |
downstalrs in case a tornado comes’ und
he'd say ‘don’t he stupid’ and get on me
for alarming the kids.”

But sinve Jast April, she said, it's now
often his idea to move the children to 2
safer room

“Part of the problem,” said Arnold, “is

o through
close o
call 11 a

penple
meane
wouldnt

Fay

getting the spouse to be a little more
understanding and realistic about this
{ecling of anxioty. If he comes ACross

with a ‘this is ridiculous’ attitude, it kind
of exaggerates the situation, makes his
wife feel worse and compounds the prob- 1

.

I8 stable and
more lension

lem. Even in a marriage hat
functioning well, It can put

on it.”

Amnold tells his callers that IUs good
therapy as well as good sense 1o go
through the routine of preparing for a

disaster. Go ahead and gel the transistor
radio. flashiight, water and blankets co!
lected and make sure evervone knows
where the southwest corner  fs. “Just
going through the rouline lends to re
lieve ihe anxieties just because Lhey
know they're prepared,” he said

As If the storm itself wasn't trammatic
enough, the rebuilding process turned
out for many people to be even worse,
When the Greens started pulting things
back together, Edward Green swilched
jobs and while he was sway st work, ad-

to # new siluation, his wife was al
her own fears and
with & building contractor who proved to

justing
home wrestling with

be totally unsatisfactory

I thought
about setling
days I would
crying like an idiot
nado would just come
joh.”

She wanted o Jenve, avoid the hassle
of rebullding and move away from what
she 15 copvineed 18 a tornado-prone area
He had invested time. money and pride in
the old house and he vowed to stay. He
won

I would say every
hud a sultcase piacked ready
back home to Washington

thought
Sl;l'?ﬂ'

about a divarce, |

housses on [ite
the backyard
and 1T wished Lhe lor-
back and finish the

the

just st

other weekend |
to haul off

It was really
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bad and | don't think our relatio {
corfrmgs A k0B K it relationship ha Helmer said the people he's worked
ICK 1o whoere It was and | don't wit are h 4 1 ‘
, e ' t are handling their problems quite
nwng 1o, We still { aboul  well” by getting 3 .
e L gein N R Ak : 1 )y getting practical kx accom
 onet Ml want 2 it and Just  plished together, like planting trees and
{ Crescent H rebitilding their neiol YRR % 2 .
Fhose are the kinds of sentim A gL Do
has h | before from NONETrR o Arnold the “most
cople. And, he said, “I'm convineod we'll '8 Assuring people of the norms
be » 18 more of this as we g ity the 'heir feetings
ng."
I\r> (sreen, thi Spring s greening
Id suggests “talking It HIIl won't be g as
B 1 suggests. ing It out " co Hill won't be quite as pleas
; gri) ith the storm.related fears been in past vears. But she
nd il ‘ k j ) .
. ¢ lamily tensions that they may Wil look forward to the of the
have generated. He ulso sometimes gyg- Mquirrels and the birds, the ures that
LRty pting an “as " wapproach to Kave her the special disaster warning last
de £ with the anxieties, “'You live as |f April =
w're not as scared [ Hs vo cal ) .
YO ' R0S , .r, " .'n 1 I'l;iﬂ" 1 rea '. 'he | be papeciol welcome in her
Sy ShcANRE & wllily 1 e ings wi vard this vear, and the more noise Lhev
) the hehavior make. the better

One year later, another piece
of pre-twister life falls in place

lvation Army at
waghh a dis
held by the

By FRANK FOX ner provided
Lavisville Times $1aft Weiler the ¢

lay ui

The Rev. Edwin F. Pe and ;
June. found a piece of their former lives church since last year

day al a special service com- Among the various items, which includ
memorating the trous tormado that ed a fur wrap and several ti shed and
siruck Louisville a ye ago today bent serving silver pileces, Mr Perry '

1t was held at the Second P found a mud-splattered family album ’
Church, 3701 0Old Brownsb ints but bearing the obvious
vhich served as relief hea marks of exposure, it one of 11
1 albums compiled by Mrs, Perry In their

* the tornado for re A _
i1 and Rolling Fields whose former home at 3717 Edmond Lane,

It is the only album she has been able
to locate sinc tornado demolished Stalf Photes by Larry Spiizer
the two-story leaving only the
foundation and chimney

was

ediately 3
f Indian ¥
homes were
The Perrys were among
roomeonly crowd of about 275
who gathered for the “Commemo ) ) for Mrs. Gene P.
and Thanksgiving™ service on the eve of Perry is the pastor of Broadway Baptist Sodmmeierpliobn ¢h: Ann. The famils
the amivers the tornado, The ser~ Church, a few blocks west of Second 1 : net o b Paak
thank neighbors and Presbyterian, at 4000 Br sboro Road " 0 maing and r véed to }YIEI\JHL Creek.
ided assistance to the Mrs. Perry was in the house when the
tornado struck. She was found in the den i
'l o few minutes later.
rview
his mothe
enough to say she h
ning. hadn't been = )
basement and crawled under the din

everely damag

vice vas he

twiste s vie

Aftrward

hed right arm and
v her body and was taken, still
to Suburban Hospital

| day that the lot has
and that he and his wife are
home off Blankenbaker

unconscious

Perry s=a
been sold
living in anoth

1

e
About all we were able to salvage was
our dog and a few pieces of furniture
Everything e!
ords, sermons, IITepiace
said

is gone

e
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A tornado-shattered Northfield, above, as it looked one year ago, S3alf Prates. Sy DUty Dovd
and today, below, almost restored-——except for its trees.




April 10 & July 26, 1975

April 10, 1975, The Voice:

Memorial service

A service in memory of the April J
tornado last year was held s George

Rogers Clark School last Thursday.

The PTA donated three dogwood
troes 10 the schoo! as a memorial to

families from the schoo! who st Their

homea

July 26, 1975, The Courier-Journal

What next? % Dbl ) 5
Tornado damage fixed

in time for lightning bolt

By MILFORD REID
Courler-Journal Statl Wriler

Neal Hammon of 420 Country Lane is
beginning to wonder what nature has
against him.

Hammon's home was badly damaged in
last vear's tornado. The roof was
wrecked, the porch destroyed, and doors
and windows blown out,

“Your usual tornado stuff." he says.

It took about six months to repair.

"I'hen Thursday night

the house was
struck by lightning.

“My wife and I were in our bedroom
when whe heard an explosion,” Hammer
said. “We had no idea lightning had
struck the house.”

But a son, Stratton, who was studying
' with a {riend in another room, told them
lightning had struck the area of a storage
room.

Hammon said he checked the room and
it was smoking. Then it burst into flames.

“We tried to save a few things, but it
wasn't much use,” he said.

- Hammon said the St. Matthews Volun-
teer Fire Department prevented the fire
from spreading, but not before it had
destroyed his winter clothes, some photo-
graph albums and some Christmas orna-
ments, The fire also damaged the ceiling
\0of an adjoining room, Hammon said.

. Besides damaging his home, Hammon
said, the incident put a damper on his
wedding anniversary yesterday.

“It's always nice to have lightning
strike your house the night before your
anniversary,” he said.

What does he think will happen next?

He doesn't know, but at least, he says,

“the house is. high. so we don't
have to wonry about fioeds..
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We’'ve Been Asked

~A RECORD YEAR FOR TORNADOES?

From Top Authorities Come Answers to Questions on Topics in the News

From what's happened to date, it
looks as if 1975 is going to be another
bad year for tornadoes, Is that right?

Yes, In the first three months of this
year, about 200 tornadoes tore
through the Southern States. This is
more than twice the number report-
ed for the same period last year and is
50 per cent sbove the long-term
average, There were 35 people killed
in this period—which compares with
3 deaths in the first quarter of 1974
and 18 in early 1973, So 1975 is
sturting off as a very rough year for
tornadoes,

Now that the final figures are in,
how does 1974—the year of the
“maxi"” tornadoes—compare with ear-
lier years?

The US. was hit by about 950 tor-
nadoes last year. The National Weath-
er Service described the early-April
twisters of 1974 as the "most devas-
tating outbreak of tornadoes ever re-
corded anywhere in the world.” In
about 18 hours, 148 twisters hit 13
States, killing 307 Americans and 8
Canadians. More than 5500 people
were injured and property damage
was put at 500 million dollars. About
50 of these twisters were classified as
“maxi,” or “super,” tornadoes—the
ones likely to kill. All this followed
another bad year, 1973, in which
more than 1,100 tornadoes were re-
ported. That still is the record.

How about deaths?
There were 361 last vear. In 1973
the total was 87,

What is causing all the turbulent
activity?

Metearologists say the weather is
an unpredictable animal. Ups and
downs in tornado activity are expect-
ed. As for this year's upsurge, scien-
tists just don't know.

What's the outlook for the rest of
this year?

The heaviest months of twister ac-
tivity are February through June. Al-
len Pearson, director of the National
Severe Storms Forecast Center in
Kansas City, Mo, says April and May
are two of the worst months. As
warmer weather comes to the North-
ern States, tornado activity moves out
of the South and into the Midwest
and Creat Lakes Stiates. Mr. Pearson

expects the season o get a slow start
in the North Central States this year
because of heavy snow pack in the
Dakotas and Minnesota. Melting
snow tends to sap solar energy need-
ed to form a tornado. In late summer,
places like New England become vul-
nerable, Then in carly fall, activity
again moves southward.

Is research being conducted on
ways to reduce the strength of toma-
does, say through cloud seeding?

Scientists ure experimenting with

Twisters In first three months of 1975
numbered 200, and claimed 35 lives

ways to reduce the fury of hurricanes.
There also are programs to see if hail
and lightning can be decreased by
seeding storm clouds. Weathermen
don't see much hope in trying to seed
tornadoes, however. Twisters come
and go so fast that it would be nearly
impossible to get a plane in position
to seed before the tornado had al-
ready spent itself.

There are tomado watches as well
as warnings—what's the difference?

A tornado watch issued by the Na-
tional Weather Service means that
weather conditions are ripe for o
twister to develop. People are urged
to keep a radio on for weather bulle-
tins and to keep an eye on the sky, A
tornado warning is more serious. It
means a funnel cloud has asctually
been spotted. Once a warning has
been issued, it may be just a matter of
minutes or seconds before the torna-

do hits, and people should take cover
without delay.

Where is the best place for cover?

It depends on where you are. If you
are driving in an automobile and you
hear a tornado waming or spot a
funnel cloud, stop the car immediate-
ly. Don't try to outrun a tornado
because you'll probably lose the race
Get out of the car and lie face down
in a ditch or ravine.

What if you are at home?

Basements generally offer the
greatest protection, If you don’t have
one, seek shelter in an interior room
on the ground floor and get under a
sturdy table. Bathrooms usually offer
good protection because of the maze
of plumbing in the walls. Stay away
from windows, they will probably
shatter.

What about schools
buildings?

If there is a basement handy, go for
that, If not, then good bets are short,
interior hallways and washrooms on
the ground floor. If you're in & hall-
way, it should be one that opens to
the cast or north, away from the
oncoming blast of wind. Tornadoes
generally strike from the south or
west 0 stay away from those sides of
the building. One other tip: Don't
take shelter in a gymnasiom, audito-
rium or in any other large room,
These are some of the most vulner-
uble parts of a building. If you are in a
multistory building, get off the upper
floors,

and other

What causes the most damage
when a tornado strikes?

Researchers rate tornado damages
in the following order: High winds
cause the most destruction by push-
ing in walls and windows and ripping
off the roofs. Flying debris is the
second most deadly problem, fol-
lowed by the collapse of the upper
portions of a building that fall into the
first floar. The explosive effect caused
by & rapid drop in pressure outside a
structure is rated as the fourth great-
est danger. Schools and other public
meeting places that are designed to
meet normal building codes do not
usually explode the way a windowless
barn or shed sometimes does when
caught in the path of a twister.

US NEWS & WORLD REPORT, April 21, 1875
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Marcia Hasenour Larkin was too stunned by the 1974
tornado to take photos of her devastated house near
Brownsboro Road in Northfield, where she and her
three young daughters had frantically struggled to get
to the basement.

"I just really wanted to get out of there,” she recalled
last week. Once she knew everyone was safe, "l would
just have liked to get in the car and drive, but the car
was underneath the rubble, too," she said. Ultimately, ) ,
her f: l b .lt d ] d h for 21 Marcia Hasenour Larkin's home was

cr family rebutlt and lived there lor more years destroyed by the April 1974 tornado that
before moving to Pmspec[. ripped through Northfield.

Her brother, Lee Hasenour, did take snapshots of her
home and neighborhood in the aftermath of the storm,
to make sure she had a record of it. As the 30th
anniversary of the tomado approaches, she has shared
her album of photos with Bill Butler of Butler Books,
who plans to publish a coffee-table book about the
tornado next spring.

He's putting out a call to residents of the Highlands,
Crescent Hill, Rolling Fields, Indian Hills, St.
Matthews, Northfield and eastern Jefferson County for
per sonal stories and photographs of homes, churches,
businesses and neighborhoods affected by the tornado. 1974 photos, stories wanted
To submit photos and stories for a 30th

" a osal anniversary book about the 1974

[t still me'ans an awful lot to people," said Butler, who tornado, call Bill Butler at 897-9393, or
did a book about the old Hasenour's restaurant for write him at: bbutlerS19@aol.8com.
Larkin.

The storm, which killed two people and damaged about 1,800 homes, was one of 20 in the
state that day, together causing more than $110 million worth of damage, according to the
Encyclopedia of Louisville. The Kentucky tornadoes were among an estimated 148 that day
that ripped across about a dozen states in the South and Midwest, killing 322 people and
causing more than $570 million in damage.
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In Oldham County, one of those tornadoes did the heaviest damage in the Brownsboro area,
before dissipating as it headed east through Buckner and La Grange, said Jim Morse, deputy
judge-executive and director of Disaster and Emergency Services for the county.

Although the destruction wasn't nearly as extensive as in Jefferson County, 20 to 30 dwellings
(including 10 mobile homes), a dairy barn and a bank were damaged, according to Morse and
an Associated Press account from 1974.

"Luckily, it did not go through a very heavily populated area,” Morse said last week in
reference to the storm's path in Oldham County. "If it traced through the same track now,
we're probably talking dozens or more homes damaged."

Morse was in high school at the time and watched the tornado cut across the area from a
friend’s home in Crestwood. "It was probably one of the most awesome sights I've ever seen,”
he said.

The tormado missed Butler's family’s home in Indian Hills by about 100 yards, but the
electricity was off for about two weeks. His parents left for Florida, and just a year out of
college, Butler moved into what is now the Best Western Brownsboro Inn at Brownsboro
Road and Rudy Lane. He remembers the refugee-camp feel there.

The tornado "is a marker in people's timelines,” he said last week at his office at the
University of Louisville, where he also is in a publishing partnership with the university
called Minerva Books. "I can't think of another thing that is a county memory like that."

Butler Books, which will soon release a history of the Cherokee Triangle written by local
historian Samuel W, Thomas, has production facilities in Bluegrass Industrial Park in the
Jeffersontown area. Butler was working for the old Courier-Journal book division at the time
of the tornado and helped compile "April 3, 1974, Tornado!" a book the newspaper published
soon after the event.

"There's so much more" to tell and show, he said.

The Crescent Hill Community Council and United Crescent Hill Ministries undertook a
commemorative effort on a smaller scale for the 25th anniversary of the tornado in 1999. The
ministry coalition was formed as a result of relief efforts organized afier the tomado. The
council and the ministry group invited people to bring photos and tell stories at a "Tornado
Reunion" held in Kennedy Park and at Crescent Hill Baptist Church.

Those sharing accounts of their experiences were filmed. The footage was featured on a
"Special Crescent Hill" updated edition of a video called "Winds of Destruction” about the
tornado, written and produced in 1994 by Dave Creck of WDRB-TV.

Init, WAVE-TV meteorologist Tom Wills said his most vivid memory of the day was
hearing another reporter who had gone to Cherokee Park say repeatedly: "It's not here. It's just
not here" — referring to the park.

"Of course, the park has recovered marvelously," Dick Rivers, a member of the Cherokee
Triangle Association's board, said last week.



Elmer Vogel of Graymoor-Devondale, a World War Il veteran who lived on Pennsylvania
Avenue in Crescent Hill at the time, was taking a bath upstairs — where the roof was blown
off. He discovered that all his clothes had been blown away, except for one pair of work pants
that ended up in another bedroom. "I saw the storm as close as you could ever see it and live,"
he said.

"l feel most blessed," he said last week, adding that the house was totaled.

Todd Hollenbach, who was Jefferson County judge-executive in 1974, related in the video
that his sons, Todd and John, were delivering papers in Cherokee Gardens and that he heard
the tornado was headed in that direction, "Both dove in somebody's basement" and were safe,
he said.

That night, he traveled the county to see the damage and said Northfield was the most
devastated. "I don't think I slept for 72 hours." Within one hour of the strike by the tornado,
police had sealed off everything from Mockingbird Valley to Oldham County, Hollenbach
said. He also flew along the tornado route in a helicopter and said "it looked like explosion
after explosion.”

Billie Ed Harris of Crescent Hill recalled making her way over logs and downed electrical
wires to Cross Hill Road to check on her mother — after Harris had called and gotten no
answer. All the windows and most of the roof were gone, she said, "and what's my mother
doing? Fixing supper." She figured it would be a long night and they would have to eat,
Harris said. After the house was repaired, they had a party with a cake with a tornado on it,
Harris said last week.

The Rev. Jim Holladay, pastor of Lyndon Baptist Church, was a student at Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary at the time and remembers his room was pitch-black before the storm
hit. Afterward, he saw hundreds of trees down on the Grinstead Drive side of the campus.
"You could see the top of Crescent Hill Baptist Church, which had never been possible," he
said. A professor from England compared the scene to the bombing of London in World War
11, Holladay said.

Holladay recalled going without electricity and taking cold showers, and also helping with
relief efforts. He was invited by a friend to a gathering at a home in Hurstbourne, and "it
struck me in a way it never had before the disparity in the world between those who have and
those who don't have," he said.
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Remembering the Tornado ) dikaisn
30 years later, survivors recount twister's punch in new book

By MARTHA'ELSON
melson@courier-journal.com
The Courier-Journal

Thirty years afier the tormado of April 3, 1974, mowed
through Louisville — inflicting the heaviest damage SPECIAL REPORT
from the Kentucky Fair & Exposition Center to
Northfield in the northeast — people still relive the
effects.

"To this day, about once a year, I will still dream that 1
am in some strange building, aware of an oncoming
tornado, and searching with other strangers for a safe
place to hide," Lee Putney of eastern Jefferson County
recalls in a 30th-anniversary book about the tornado that  yhe '74 Tornadoes

will be released Saturday. Coverage from April 3, 1974 of the
storms that ripped through the region,

Putney was driving east on Brownsboro Road after
passing the Crescent Hill Golf Course and Bauer's (now
Azalea) restaurant when he stopped at a grocery in the
small shopping center next to Chenoweth Lane.

"I could see a thick, black swirling mass picking up
debris and cars and headed directly for me!" he wrote.
He dived under a checkout counter and heard a "huge
explosion" as the tornado hit, blowing the roof off the

store and smashing its glass front.

Courtesy of Edward Monheimer Jr
i A F This view of the roiling storm’'s "rolling
When he emerged, his car was demolished and the pin” formation was taken from an

surrounding area in Rolling Fields and Indian Hills UpSIAIYS WIEOW OF B HOUSE N exE
. " ys v & Plantation, off Westpart Road.

looked like a scene from "Gone With the Wind," he

recalled last week. "There was nothing but total

devastation and destruction." He still thinks he is

experiencing a form of "post-traumatic stress

syndrome."

Putney is among more than 50 people whose accounts
are included in the hardback pictorial book, titled
"Tornado: A Look Back at Louisville's Dark Day, April
3, 1974," edited by William S. Butler and published by
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Butler Books.

Butler, who lives in the Lexington Road area, lived in
Indian Hills in 1974. He recounts his experiences with
the tornado in the introduction to the book.

"It was unforgettable in every way," he wrote. The
tornado missed his family's house, but a tree flattened
his Fiat, and his family moved out because the area was
without electricity for about two weeks, he said.

Butler had still expected to find a "pretty rich vein of
interest” in the tomado 30 years later, but he was
amazed to receive "hundreds and hundreds" of e-mail
messages and phone calls when he put out a request
last spring for people's photos and memories —
especially from the hardest-hit areas in the Highlands,
Crescent Hill, Rolling Fields, Indian Hills, St.
Matthews and Northfield.

Experts estimated that in Cherokee Park, 10,000 trees
were lost in 90 seconds, Butler writes in the book. He
even heard from people out of state who had moved
away or had just heard about the tornado. Both the
Weather Channel and the National Weather Service
also have been interested in his research, he said, and
he has already added 1,000 copies to the first printing,
bringing it to 3,500.

Debby Donnellan, who moved to Tyler Park in the
Highlands in 1999, said last week that "every March,
everybody comes up and says, "Do you remember
19747

She wasn't here for the 1974 tornado, but she and her
family had intended to move into a house in La Grange
in Oldham County the day a tornado struck there in
1990, leaving "spears of glass" stuck in the walls in her
daughter's room, she said.

Her family was still staying in a hotel because a
moving van had broken down in North Carolina. And
in 1979, her house in Lexington caught fire as the
result of a tornado. "Any tornado, it is not something
you ever forget," she said.

The 1974 tornado (or a related one) also moved across
parts of Oldham County, and officials in Bullitt County
are testing additional weather-alert sirens that were

Pag

Courtesy of Dick Tong/Doug Hargrove
Experts have estimated that 10,000
trees were lost in Cherokee Park. This
view shows the meadow and hills below
Hogan's Fountain.

Courtesy of Dan Siebart/Davd Vish
Dan Siebert looked out from what was
left of his upstairs window in the
apartment he was renting in Crescent
Hill in 1974,

PR
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installed in the wake of a 1996 tornado that ripped
across the northern part of the county. It caused about About Top Jobs
$75 million in damage.

The 1974 tornado was among about 20 in Kentucky and 148 that struck from Alabama to
Michigan that day. More than 300 people (including two in Louisville) were killed, and more
than 5,000 were hurt. The twisters also did nearly $600 million in damage.

Real-estate developer Cash Lewman, who was living in the Cherokee Triangle in 1974,
described in the book how a "renaissance of sorts" began in the Highlands in the aftermath of
the tornado, after some people who couldn't face rebuilding their damaged homes took their
insurance settlements and moved out.

"A lot of investors and developers jumped at the chance to buy Highlands property at bargain
prices," including Lewman and other younger people, she wrote.

Anne Rives and her family had been looking for an old house with lots of trees when they
moved to the Glenview Manor area off Lime Kiln Lane just east of Northfield. They were in
Florida when the tornado struck and had just had some of the trees trimmed — shortly before
the tomado eliminated them, Rives recalled in the book.

Upon returning to Louisville, "as we came to our house, it looked like a war zone," she said
last week. Rives, who now lives in Prospect, recounts in the book how they retrieved her
ruined wedding dress from a tree and how a part of it was made into a handkerchief that her
daughter carried in her wedding last year. At the time, "we just got busy rebuilding," Rives
said.

The book contains a photo of downed trees and grave markers in Zachary Taylor National
Cemetery on Brownsboro Road.

Administrators at Cave Hill Cemetery considered it "sheer luck" that the tormado missed Cave
Hill, superintendent Lee Squires said last week. It came down Bardstown Road toward Cave
Hill but veered to the east at Grinstead Drive and headed toward Crescent Hill.

To the south, at the old Snyder's delicatessen at Bardstown and Bonnycastle Avenue, where
the Leatherhead shop is now, Leatherhead owner Nick Boone had just bought a corned-beef
sandwich. Boone, whose recollections are included in the book, was preparing to walk back to
his store, which was then to the east, toward Speed Avenue, but he ended up running as fast
as he could.

"I heard this big train whistle, and then thought ... that's something besides a train because we
don't have a train around here," he said last week.

"I ran through the door and told the customers to hit the deck," he recounted in the book.
Although his sign was blown down to Speed and he lost roof shingles (some of which
mysteriously showed up in his locked Toyota Land Cruiser), the damage to his store was
minimal.

But Bardstown Road was closed off all the way to Eastern Parkway, and his store had to shut
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down for weeks, he said. Boone also is u farmer in the Bardstown grea and is used to being
able to see a storm coming. But on the day of the tomado, "it was already there," he said,

Dan Siebert recounts his harrowing expeniences in an apartment in an old home that was
damaged in Crescent Hill and how a stack of notecards for a term paper was untouched by the
tornzdo. The owner rebuilt, and Siebert moved back in, but first he "ran away" 1o Hawaii for
about eight months. "It kind of blew me away." he sad last week. He's now an attorney living
with his family in Seneca Gardens,

The book includes photos that residents sent in and many taken by Dick Tong in the WAVE
Radio traffic helicopter and Dick Gilbert in the WHAS Radio traffic helicopter. Gilbert said a
tornado also had been reported at Terry and Greenwood roads in Pleasure Ridge Park,
according to the book.

Now-retired Couner-Joumal photographer Larry Spitzer, whose photos also are in the book,
kept seeing weather bulleting coming in about tornadoes elsewhere in the state while working
that day ut the newspaper at Sixth Street and Broadway.

He went 1o the roof to check out the weather and took rare photos as the tornisdo crossed
Interstute 65 at the Kentucky Fair & Exposition Center — not knowing then that it was a
tomado. It blew the horse bams down and tore open the roofs of Freedom Hall and the East
Wing.

"It wasn't like an elephant's trunk,” Spitzer recalled last week. "It was more like a wide, wide
black wall." But he was struck by the flash of transformers exploding in its path, and he and a
reporter headed east to check the situation out,

After parking at Interstate 71 and the Watterson Expressway, they walked on to Northfield —
amiving just minutes before people began crawling out of what remained of their houses,
Spitzer said,

"There was just this horrendous destruction,” he said. "They were velling for family members,
wondering where they were”

One of Spitzer's photos showed a stunned Pat and Bill Blunkenstein in front of their heavily
damaged house in Northfield, Pat Blankenstein, now 67, said last week she didn't have a radio
or felevision on at the time, and the only way she knew the tornado was coming was that her
duughter's cars were popping. They rebuilt their house, but moved about 10 years ago to a
townhouse near Northficld. "I don't get all uptight over it anymore," she said, regarding the
threat of tornadoes. But they do have a weather alert system that sounds an alarm.

On the other side of the Watterson, along Blankenbaker Lane, developer-to-he Jeff Underhill,
then 13, was at home with his 17-year-old sister, eating ice cream and watching "Gomer Pyle”
on television.

He thought it was odd that the fanuly's golden retnever — who normally bounded into the
buck yard when let out of the house — sniffed around on the porch and immediately wanted
back in. The cenie-looking sky was pinkish-orange, and Underhill didn't hear any birds, he
said last week.

His dad, George Underhill, who recounted the family's experiences in the book, had called
from downtown to warn them of a tomado in Brandenburg and suggested first that they go to
the fortified fircplace in a 200-year-old log cabin in the back yard — which was gone after the
storm. Then he changed his mind and told them to go to the basement,

Jeff Underhill sad he heard his sister shrick in the kitchen, watching a large tree flip back and
forth. They grabbed the dog and a portable radio and headed downstairs,

But the radio went dead, and "my sister and T both thought everything was going to cave in,
und we were in our last moments."

Neighbors helped them out of the basement of their demolished house, and their parents cried
with refief when they found them safe about an hour later — after running up Blankenbaker
Lane from River Road past the rubble of their home.

“We could not believe they were alive!™ George Underhill wrote in the book,

The Underhills rebuilt their house and others on the street, and JefT Underhill said the
experience taught him not to place too much value on possessions.

Despite their losses, "l think we were very fortunate that day," he said. "As much as the
human race can make advances, in the end, Mother Nature's a pretty awesome force that can
give and take away."
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Southern Tornado Outbreak Worst Since 1974 Refated To Story

Survivors Of '74 Louisville Tornado Recount
Memories Of Similar Devastation

By Steve Tellier/WLKY

POSTED 526 pm EOT Apell 28, 2011
UPOATED. 5:31 am EOT April 20 2011

LOUISVILLE, Ky. — After the worst tornado outbreak
since 1974, survivors of the tornado that hit Louisville 37
years ago this month recount their memories of similar
devastation.

April 3-4, 1974, is known as the 1974 Tornado Super Outbreak. The storms killed 315 people,
injured 6,000 more, and did $600 million in damage. The National Weather Service said 148
tornadoes touched down across 13 states. Of those, 26 slammed Kentucky, and one tore a path
straight through Louisville.

"This is the path of the tornado through our neighborhood, and it started here and went this
direction," said Gary Bockhorst Sr., as he pointed to an aerial view of the tornado’s devastation.
"For a tornado to happen in Louisville — you never imagined it would happen.”

But it did happen, late on a Wednesday afternoon. Bockhorst was still at work. But his son, then 5
years old, had just come home from school.

"All of a sudden, I remember my mom came in and grabbed me and grabbed the dog and said,
'We've got to go in the basement right now," said Gary Bockhorst Jr.

They got underground seconds before the tornado started ripping their home apart.

"It sounded like maybe a million people were marching through the house. There was just all this
noise and commotion,” Bockhorst Jr. said. "We actually had to climb over trees to get out of here,
and we couldn't find a way out. There was so much garbage and broken glass."

"The roof was pretty much blown off. The side garage was blown off. There was a side porch that
was blown off and the whole back of the house had kind of exploded,” Bockhorst Sr. said.

"I'm very grateful for actually being able to live through it," Bockhorst Jr. said.

"You leave one day and everything is fine, and six to eight hours later, your whole world is turned
upside down," Bockhorst Sr. said.

On that same day, a whole region was turned upside down. It was the worst single-day tornado
outbreak in recorded history.

Now, the only event that comes close to rivaling April 1974 is April 2011.
"It's a total life-changing event, and my heart goes out for all those people," Bockhorst Jr. said.

The National Weather Service has received 164 reports of tornadoes from Wednesday's outbreak.
But that number must be confirmed before it would officially break the record set in 1974.
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April 3, 1974
Tornado That Hit Louisville
&

Jefferson County Kentucky
Personal Memoir of Kenneth C. Reising, Jr.

Let me start out by emphasizing that these are my personal recollections of what happened on the
afternoon of April 3, 1974, and in no way constitute any official record of the performance of St. Matthews Fire
Department on that fateful day. Any variances of the facts of what happened should be attributed to the
excitement of the moment and the fading of memories of all involved over the vears since this event occurred.
What | am stating here is the sequence of events, as | remember them,

The events of this fateful day remind me of the quote form Charles Dickens: ** It was the best of times, it
was the worst of times..." It was the best of times for me as I had only one more month before | earned my
Bachelor of Science Degree from the University of Louisville’s Speed Scientific School of Electrical
Engineering. | was proud of this accomplishment, and furthermore 1 had a job waiting for me with The
Louisville and Nashville Railroad. A second dream accomplished, the first serving as a member of SUMFD. The
worst of times was about to unfold in the late afternoon and evening.

The day was very hot and humid, with hazy sunshine and afternoon storms that are so prevalent in the
Ohio Valley at this time of the Year. We had a strong cold front dropping down from the northwest, with
torrents of warm humid air from the Gulf of Mexico riding northeast along the front. This extreme difference in
temperature across this front was setting the stage for tremendous atmospheric energy releases in the form of
severe thunderstorms and tornados. I got home in the early afternoon from school, and decided to lie down on
the couch and take a nap. I lived with my wife, at 331 Ridgeway Avenue, just a block from our new firehouse
on Lyndon Way. If any storms did develop, this could be a busy afternoon. As I recall, during this period of
time in Jefferson County Fire History, the county fire alarm office would knock out all the county departments
if the National Weather Service issued a severe weather alert for the area. This allowed firefighters extra time to
man their respective firchouses in the event of bad weather. It was one o'clock in the afternoon when [ laid
down on the couch.

The tones hit at about three o'clock pm, when the weather service issued a tornado watch for the county.
[ got up and proceeded to the firehouse. Several people were there, with people trickling in throughout the
afternoon. During this time in history, the cable channels broadcast a 24-hour weather radar scan from
Standiford Field (what is now Louisville International Airport). We gathered in the poolroom to watch the TV
and the radar scan. We somehow got a report that a tomado had been sited on the southwest part of the county.
We did not pay particular attention 10 this, as these sightings were a common occurrence, with no twisters
actually on the ground. We went on waiting,

A little while later one of our firefighters came in the firehouse and told us that Lt. Dick Tong, on
WHAS radio was reporting a tornado on the ground around 1-65 and the Kentucky State Fairgrounds. He was
flying in his traffic helicopter for the afternoon rush hour drive home. As | remember he flew south of the storm
and gave a continuous report on the tornado’s track, damage occurred and gave advanced wamning of the next
neighborhoods that were in the path of the storm. This was the first warning we were going to have trouble. As
the storm progress northeast through Audubon Park, Bardstown Road, Cherokee Park, and Crescent Hill Areas.
it became apparent the tornado was heading for St. Matthews. A little while earlier I had seen my wife heading
home, so | called her and told her to alert the neighbors in our building. get the cat. and go to the basement in
our building. An L&N Railroad southbound train stopped in front of the firehouse, reversed directions and

|
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backed up north of the Hubbards Lane crossing. | remember the firchouse lights going out momentarily and
then coming right back on.

We went outside on the apparatus ramp in front of the firchouse. Looking westward down Westport
Road, we saw the most eerily pink sky, with dark, boiling, black clouds moving ever so swiftly in our direction.
Then we saw it. Not a regular funnel cloud associated with tornados, but the whole cloud down on the ground,
headed our way! We stood there mesmerized, not believing what our eyes were secing. We were stunned and
speechless. Eventually we saw that the cloud was going north of us. All I can remember is hearing the roar of
the tornado, and seeing this black cloud down on the ground. I remember the debris churning in the cloud; large
trees, limbs, plywood, other building materials, The debris was swirling in the cloud, like spaghetti in a pot of
vigorously boiling water, It scemed the cloud was traveling very fast as it passed by in a few moments. The
cloud appeared well north of our location; we were in no immediate danger,

The officers in charge, Captains Ring and DeHart, decided our area had taken a direct hit. We loaded up
S-5, (1957 Seagrave 750 GPM, 75 foot, quint), and pulled her out on the ramp. (S-4 our quad was out of service
for some reason.) We sat there with the truck running waiting for the tones to hit dispatching us to the scene
where the tornado hit. The alarm radio was eerily silent, no traffic for us or any other east band department.
What had happened? Did the tornado hit north of us in Indiana? We didn’t know. We just sat there
dumbfounded and waited. This was the stupid thing we did that day as | remember: a fully loaded quint, sitting
on the front firchouse ramp, engine running, with nowhere to go! This was the epitome of our stupidity giving
credence to the old adage: “All dressed vp, with nowhere to go™

After about 15 minutes, we decided to back the quint into the firehouse, and park her. I shut her down,
and hung my turnout gear in my location back on the pole. Still there was no traffic on the alarm radio. Then
Harrords Creek, the neighboring fire department immediately to our northeast, was knocked out on the report of
a person with a heart attack in the Glen View Manor area. (This was the time before EMS came into existence
in our area, when fire departments carried resuscitators to revive heart attack victums, if possible.) One of
Harrods Creek’s assistant chiefs was making the run south on Lime Kiln Lane, when he topped the hill, crossing
I-71. Seeing the devastation in the subdivisions at this location, he immediately informed county alarm of the
tornado damage, and asked for each east band fire department that could, 1o send a unit into the area for search
and rescue. County Alarm dispatched the run, as we loaded up S-1 to responded to the call. Captain Ring was
in charge, and I was the engineer. We had a full crew, but the only person I remember on the tailboard was Bob
McGrath. This was the beginning of a very long night!

The predetermined route from the firchouse on Lyndon Way to U.S. Highway 42 and the Waterson
Expressway was Westport Road, Hubbards Lane, and Rudy Lane to U.S. 42. This is the route we took, and
luckily it was as Chenoworth Lane was blocked at U.S. 42. As I drove down Rudy Lane the winds started
strongly blowing, with the rain from the storm falling. I realized | was about 1o witness sights that I had never
seen before nor even imagined I would ever see. | said a silent prayer, and told myself to do what needed to be
done for the moment, no matter how horrendous the scene. There was time for emotion when this was all over!
1 asked the heavens above for the strength to accomplish what I had to do.

I had just negotiated the sharp 90-degree curve to the left on Rudy Lane at Ambridge Way, heading for
the slight reverse curve just before the Lutheran Church. I was having trouble seeing as the rain was blowing
into the open cab truck, blurring my vision. The windshield wipers both outside and inside were doing little to
aide my vision, As | proceeded towards this curve. I saw what appeared to be a tree limb on the right side of the
road bobbing up and down in the wind directly in my path. 1 adjusted the speed of my vehicle to clear the limb
as it moved on its up stroke. I just missed on my speed calculation, with the limb breaking the glass dome on the
Federal Model 17, twin-beam warning light, mounted to the center post of S-17s windshield. I heard the distinct
“clunk™ as the limb hit the light. I looked up and saw the front of the thick glass red dome missing, with the
twin-beams still burning and rotating. | hoped the men on the tailboard were ok!

-
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We arrived at U.S. 42 and Rudy Lane, with very heavy traffic conditions. We proceeded through the
heavy traffic on U.S. 42, turning left onto Lime Kiln Lane. | remember secing a two-lane road, with high
voltage powers lines down about a % mile in front of us, lying across the road, blocking our path, The rain had
stopped, with the sun starting to come out. The sky was clearing with it then becoming very hot and humid,
Captain Ring told me to park S-1 on the left side of the road and shut the truck down. We then paired up and
grabbed forcible entry tools to begin our search. Bob McGrath and | partnered up together. We grabbed an axe
and a haligan tool. Both crews followed Captain Ring to the subdivision ¢ntrance off Glenwood Road, making
sure not to come in contact with the power wires on the ground. They were not arcing, which made me feel the
power was off. | was not about to find out first hand though!

Captain Ring conferred with one of the Harrods Creek Assistant Chiefs to determine what our
assignment was going to be. We were instructed to start our search and rescue efforts on Harwood Road and
work our way westward to the intersection with Glenview Road for further assignment. Bob and | took the
south side of the street while the other half of our crew searched the north side, We walked into the subdivision
on Glenwood Road turning onto Harwood starting our scarch efforts.

What we saw on Harwood Road was nothing less that breath taking. I remember as a child watching the
Victory At Sea television series on World War II in total amazement at the destruction wrought by both the
Allied and Axis bombing on each other’s respective cities. In its own strange way this is the same destruction
that faced Bob and I as we turned on to Harwood Road. 1 saw large two-story brick homes with the second
stories substantially wrecked or completely gone. Trees that once stood tall were twisted, broken, littering the
once beautifully manicured lawns. Mud splattered almost every surface that was left standing. The smell of
natural gas from the broken gas meters feeding these homes was very strong, presenting its own special set of
circumstances to the situation. The gas could not be shut off in most instances. as the break in the line was
upstream from the shutoff valve. It was eerily silent, with the only sound heard the wailing of sirens coming our
way. The sun had come out and it was turning very hot, Bob and I looked at each other and started to work.

Bob and I search all of the houses on the south side of Harwood Road. We would gain entry into the
house and make a complete search from basement to second floor, making forcible entry into most, Three of
these searches stand indelibly written in my memory, each for a different reason. 1 will tell our story for each.

On initial approach to each house, we would try to make contact with any occupant by knocking on the
front door, and announcing our identificetion as the “fire department™. If we got no answer at the front and back
door, we would force entry and make our search. Early on we came to a house that appeared to have escaped
substantial damage. We knock on the door several minutes announcing our presence. Eventually the door
opened, but only as much as the security chain would allow. A very weak, scared voice of an obviously elderly
lady asked what we wanted. Imagine what this lady must have felt, having just survived a tornado and then
being confronted by two young men, both disheveled looking, sporting bushy mustaches, dressed in weird
looking “raincoats™ with crazy looking hats (I had an aluminum Cairns helmet on), carrying axes and ominous
looking tools! It is an understatement to say that she was scared to death! On top of all this we told her she had
to leave her home, her only place of refuge from the storm and then move down the street to a place for
residents from the neighborhood to take refuge. She told us in no uncertain terms, “Thanks, but no thanks!™ |
tried to explain to her in the nicest, most calming, reassuring voice | had that she was in danger if she remained
in her home. 1 saw | was getting nowhere, when she started to close the door. What would we do if she persisted
and closed the door? [ just kept the conversation open, and finally she saw it my way when [ told her the county
police would take care of her. She unchained the door, and let us in. She told us no one ¢lse was in the house.
She got what little she needed and we escorted her down the street with Bob on her right arm, and I on her left.
supporting her as we proceeded to the command post. We gave her over to the custody of the county police, and
went back to our task,
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We picked up our search where we left off. When we had to affect a forcible entry into a house, we
would pick a ground floor window, break out the windowpane above the latch securing the top sash to the
bottom sash, opening the locked window with very little damage. We came upon a house with the ground floor
completely intact, and the second story exterior walls gone, leaving only some interior wulls and doorways, We
quickly found no one was home, This required a forcible entry. All three exterior doors had dead bolt locks so
we decided to go through a window, Subsequently we found all ground floor windows sccured with dead bolt
locks on both sashes. What do we do now? We decided the only option we had was to compietely remove a
ground level window as we were taught to do on the fire ground. This allowed us to enter uninjured. We
climbed through a rear window that led into the dinning room and made a complete search, finding no one in
the house. We left the way we came in, preceding 1o the next house. Bob and [ joked that the homeowner would
wonder how the tornado destroyed his house’s second story, left the ground floor intact. except for the neatly
removed dinning room window!

We searched several houses with nothing found. We came upon a brick house where we had to make
entry for the search. The house had no second story left. We came into the living room, and were immediately
confronted by a large pile of brick about eight feet in diameter, and five feet deep. Bob and I looked at each
other in bewilderment. Bob finally said, * What the hell are we going to do now?” | gave it some thought and
said that we had to dig down in the pile of brick to the floor, in such a pattern that we would find anyone who
might be trapped underneath the pile. We methodically started to dig down into the bricks until we found the
floor. This proved to be a monumental task. After about a hall an hour of digging holes in the pile of bricks, we
were satisfied that there was no one tripped by the collupse of the chimney into the living room. We then
searched the rest of the house, finding nothing.

We continued to search the rest of the south side of the street, until we reached the intersection of
Harwood Road and Glenview Avenue, at the county police command post, We reported to Captain Ring,
standing by until we were released by Harrods Creek Fire command. We walked back to -1, loaded up, driving
back to the firehouse. It was dark when we got back to our quarters. We waited around until we were released,
The power was off still in St. Matthews. People had candles in their windows and in use for light. We were
under a boil water order. 1 went home 1o my wife on Ridgeway Avenue. | gave her a big hug and then told her
all that had happened that afternoon, We were just happy to be back together again, safe wnd unharmed.

It is now July of 2012 as I write these memoirs. Major Ring gave me a call 1o see what my plans were
for the upcoming SUMFD reunion. He mentioned to me that Bob McGrath just recently passed away. I told him
that Bob and I had become close friends, and our working together as partners had solidified a very strong
friendship between us. [ was saddened to hear this news. Bob and I became close initially due to our ages and
similar backgrounds. We were a part of' a small group of “yellow helmet™ firefighters that were in our late
twenties, not in the officer ranks, that were relied upon to lead and help the larger contingent of younger
firefighters we had on the department a the time. (Bill Wilke was another close friend who was part of this
group). Bob was dedicated to St. Maithews Fire Department. He was always there on T uesday night training,
putting out a maximum effort to learn ull he could, and become the best he could be, He also came to Sunday
moming training we had at the time, for the people who could not make Tuesdays, and those of us who wanted
to hone their firefighting skills. Bob was always first to show up for each Crusade for Children, and one of the
last to leave on Sunday afternoon. He was one of the groups of dedicated firefighters that WAS and IS still St.
Matthews Fire Department. A lot of us have moved on, going our separate ways, both in life and death. But we
can be sure that we will meet again at the glorious reunion that is the resurrection of our Lord, Jesus Christ. Rest
in Peace, Bob.

This memoir is dedicated to the nemory of Firelight Bob McGrath,

Kenneth C. Reising, Jr., Med July 29, 2012, Clayton, N.C



